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DEDICATION, 



My dear Lord Eoremont, 

The greater portion of this work has been 
long written, and was originally intended to have 
been incorporated with a political treatise on 
Portugal published some years ago, of which it 
was only a part £nd continuation. In that treatise 
I endeavoured to ^ve my readers some insight 
into the laws of t'ortugal, the municipal and 
judicial system of that country, the existing 
tenures of property, the actual state .of her 
trade, and the relative strength and position 
of the political parties which then divided the 
kingdom. That work referred exclusively to 
those deeper and drier considerations, which, 
however fraught with interest to the politician, 
are, comparatively, little congenial to the taste 
of the general reader ; but this narrative of my 
journey through Portugal, hitherto unpublished, 
is of a lighter cast, containing some sketches 
of society, mixed up with personal adventures, 
and occasionally alluding to those peculiar habits. 
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superstitions, and opinions upon wUch the poli- 
tical changes of the last few years can have, as 
yet^ produced no sensible impression. 

There was One, indeed, who had consented to 
receive this tribute of filial affection. To that 
beloved Parent I should have offered this little 
work with a full consciousness of its many im- 
perfections, but with an earnest hope that it 
might shed a transient gleam of pleasure over 
some of those weary hours that marked the pro- 
gress of declining strength. Circumstances, how- 
ever, preven^ted its appearance at that time, and I 
sul:)sequently dropped the intention of publishing 
it at all. But the stirring events that have lately 
taken place, and are still occurring in the north- 
ern provinces of Spain ; the extent to which the 
interests of Great Britain have been committed 
in this most unhappy struggle; and^ more than 
all, the deep interest which I feel in the welfare 
of the virtuous and high-minded Basques, are 
circumstances which have induced me to resume 
my pen, and give some brief account of the social 
and political state of Biscay. 

I was, at one time, well acquainted with that 
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DEDICATION. IX 

country^ and learned^ at an early period of life, 
to admire the character and apprecialte the in- 
stitutions of a people little known' to the British 
public, but, perhaps, the noblest, though now 
the most oppressed, in Europe. 

As my old Portuguese manuscript was still in 
existence, I determined to combine, in the same 
work, my observations on Biscay and the narra- 
tive of my journey through Portugal and Gal- 
licia. 

I felt that, although the political condition 
of Portugal has materially changed since my 
residence in ikai country, and my narrative may 
not, tlierefore, be found to possess the eager in- 
terest inspired by a detail of passing occurrences, 
still the period in question was marked by a crisis 
permanently affecting the destinies of that king- 
dom; and, although the subjects alluded to in 
these separate parts of the same work, are not 
precisely similar, still there are many points of 
interest common to both ; for, indeed, no political 
circumstances affecting Spain can fail of exer- 
cising, perhaps an indirect, but still a certain 
influence on the sister kingdom. 
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The extraordinary state of our present relations 
with Spain has induced me to enter at some 
length into the actual politics of that kingdom. 
The Basques^ whose records are fraught with 
interest^ and^ politically speaking, I may almost 
say with wonder to every reflecting mind^ al- 
though extremely influential from their character, 
their vicinity to the frontier, and their almost 
impregnable country, occupy but an inconsider- 
able portion of the Spanish territory. From this 
cause perhaps, no constitutional history exists of 
this most interesting people ; and the growth of 
their privileges from the possession of some 
elei^ientary principles of liberty in the twilight of 
the middle ages to the system of well-regulated, 
but almost unbounded freedom which they have 
since enjoyed, is only to be traced through many 
documents, and in notices, copious enough, it is 
true, but scattered through the works of many 
historians. 

I have endeavoured to draw up a brief, but, I 
hope, connected statement of their gradually 
improving laws and liberties ; and have referred 
my reader for every fact of moment, to the 
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chroniclers and historians of the tune. To the 
man who thinks that the justice of a great 
political question should in some degree affect 
the policy of liis Government, this statement 
may not be wholly destitute of interest ; while 
in the occasional notices of ancient manners and 
opinions, visible in the record of old transactions, 
the antiquarian may perhaps find matter of 
amusement. 

With respect to Portugal, I have dwelt but 
slightly on the cities, the churches, and the 
palaces ; objects which generally, and justly, oc- 
cupy so large a space in a work of this nature ; 
because I felt that every building of importance, 
and almost every circumstance of note in the 
great towns of Portugal, have been accurately 
described by preceding authors, within the last 
few years. I have chosen a humbler path, and 
have endeavoured to lead my reader over ground 
not wholly void of interest, though comparatively 
unexplored; to make him acquainted with the 
fairy fields of the Minho, with the gloomy super- 
stitions of the wild districts of Alentejo, with the 
feudal state of society still existing in the Traz 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



XU DEDICATION. 

OS Mantes, and to give him some insight into the 
peculiar habits of the virtuous but abnost un- 
known Gallicians. 

This little work will not assist the traveller 
through Portugal and Gallicia as a guide, and 
has no pretension to that character; but is 
rather a record of events that befel the author 
during his journey through the country at a very 
critical period, and of observations growing out 
of that peculiar state of things. 

My mode of travelling was calculated to secure 
the general kind of information I wished to 
attain. From Corunna to Cape St. Vincent my 
journeys were invariably performed on horseback, 
and I was thus enabled to deviate at pleasure 
from the high-road, and penetrate into the most 
secluded districts, encountering at times great 
hardships, and even considerable peril, mixing 
with all classes, and often joining the peasantry 
as they collected around their evening fires. 

These habits, combined with the distracted 
state of the times in which my expeditions were 
generally undertaken, occasionally involved me 
in suspicion, and led me into situations of con- 
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siderable embarrassment; but perhaps enabled 
me to obtain some knowledge of the popular 
feeling, — a knowledge which in moments of poli- 
tical disturbance can seldom be acquired except 
by personal and somewhat severe experience. 

I must also admit that I may have been in- 
volved in adventures not strictly defensible on the 
score of prudence; but it will be remembered, 
I trust, that many years have elapsed since their 
occurrence, and I was then at a time of life when 
difficulties to be surmounted, and dangers to be 
braved, are rather a source of pleasurable excite- 
ment, than of wise and carefiil avoidance. 

Unacquainted, my dear Lord, with your feelings 
on the political points to which I have alluded, 
but, knowing your general love of literature, I 
have ventured to request your acceptance of this 
little work in its present shape, and shall feel 
gratified if its perusal afford you an hour's 
amusement. 

I remain, dear Lord Egremont, 

Yours, most affectionately. 

The Author. 

Tankurst, 1836. 
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PORTUGAL AND GALLICIA. 



CHAPTER I. 



Voyaf^e to Ldsbon—Steam Packet— Lisbon— View over the Tagut 
— Gintra— Bay of Colares— Marialva Palace— Mr. Beckford*f 
Villa — Irish Maternity — Portuguese Games. 

I EMBARKED on board the Duke of York steam- 
packet^ on the evening of the 28th of July> 1827, 
and quitted the harbour of Portsmouth at six 
o'clock. We glided rapidly along the coast of 
Hampshire ; the wind fell ; the night was fine, and 
there was little motion on the water. I paced the 
deck till a late hour, and was joined by a gentle^ 
man, whose conversation, replete with Eastern 
lore, attracted my attention. I afterwards heard 
him announced as Mr. Wolff, the celebrated mis- 
sionary, then proceeding with his wife. Lady 
Georgiana, to the Holy Land. I was introduced 
to her in the evening, and could not but admire 
the unhesitating devotion with which she re- 
nounced her native country and her natural con- 
nexions to follow her husband's fortunes, and 

B 
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2 VOYAGE TO PORTUGAL. [CU. I, 

promote her religious faith iu a distant and bar- 
barous land. 

We had passed the coasts of Hampshire and 
Dorsetshire during the nighty and now saw, a few 
miles distant, but foil in view, the dark red shores 
of Devonshire. Immediately before us the Exe 
poured its noble stream into the Channel : we 
skirted the picturesque coves of Dawlish, but an 
unfriendly mist concealed them from our sight : 
we glided by Berryhead; we passed the forze- 
eovered heights of Asheme; and Start Point, 
stretching boldly into the ocean, was the last Bri- 
tish headland that greeted us over the deep. We 
then bore straight towards Ushant, in a south- 
we^terly direction^ passed that island during tlie 
fidlowing nighty and entered the Bay of Biscay. 
The ideas of storm- and dread, which the old song 
and nursery associations have so long connected 
with this famous bay> were not, upon this occar 
sion, weakened by any unusual calm; we were 
only impelled, it is true, by a light and favour- 
able breeze, but the waters were sufficiently ruffled 
to contrast advantageously, ia point of grandeur 
and size of wave, with the channel which we had 
just left A windy day was succeeded by a fine 
starlight night. 

The following morning waa calm, and the sea 
had a fine blue tinge. I finished, with regret, 
that delightfol picture of Eastern manners, the 
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^'Epicurean/' one of the most fascinating woriut 
of an author who never fails to transport his 
readers into the scenes and climates he describes^ 
as much by the justness as by the beauty of his 
imagery. 

On the 1st of August we were skirting tlie 
bold and mountainous coast of Gailida; we saiw 
the lighthouse of Corunna in the distance; we 
passed the picturesque island of Cisargas ; and 
the high hills in the background mingled well with 
occasional glimpses of the intervening sea: we 
were borne rapidly along by Monte Boa Villana, 
iand Cape Unisterre, celebrated as the limit of 
the renowned Bay of Biscay. The hills are bar- 
ren^ and have that sandy appearance so charac- 
teristic of Spanish scenery. The villages are few ; 
and there is little wood on the coast, which we 
sometimes approached so nearly that we saw and 
heard the waves breaking upon its granite rocks. 
On the evening of the following day we saw the 
large and Httle Beriines, two groups of bold and 
peaked crags, standing far out in the sea. Soon 
afterwards we hailed a ship proceeding to Gibral- 
tar, and in a few minutes left her far behind. It 
is difficult to describe the effisct produced on the 
mind by the rapidity of steam navigation in the 
neighbourhood of striking and varied scenery': 
objects fatiguing to the sight, if dwelt upon too 
long, appear enchanting when they pass befine 

b2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4 VOYAGE TO PORTOGAL. [CH. I. 

tiie eye in rapid succession, like shifting scenes 
on the stage. We were now in latitude 39°, 
and its influence was perceptible. We enjoyed 
the heavenly stillness of a southern evening, yet 
were not retarded by the universal calm. The 
setting sun shed a fine glow on the waters, illu- 
minated the distant sails of the ship we had lately 
hailed, and shed its last glories on the Berline 
crags, which presented themselves in many diffe- 
rent but always in picturesque ]>oints of view, 
and at length sank beneath the horizon. 

Early on the following morning I saw immedi- 
ately a-head the rock of Lisbon : the hills of Cintra 
rose finely in the background, and the neighbour- 
ing coast was studded with villas intermingled 
with olive and orange groves. The entrance of the 
Tagus is fine : on one side the shore is crowded 
with palaces ; on the other, the hills, though neither 
very bold nor varied, possess sufficient elevation 
to give character to the scene. The fort of Belem 
is curious, picturesque, and irregular, but without 
architectural beauty. We passed by the house 
of the British Admiral, Lord Amelius Beauclerk, 
and the palace of the Cardinal, a spacious edifice, 
with many turrets, but a very unpleasing display 
of slate roof. As we sailed up the river, the 
beauty of the view increased. The noble but 
unfinished palace of the Ajuda crowned the 
summit of a neighbouring steep; and then the 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CH. I.] BISBON — RBEVES'S HOTEL. 5 

whole cHy of lisbon, built on its seven sloping 
hills^ and overhanging the Tagus, gradually 
revealed itself; and as its palaces and convents^ 
interspersed with gardens, were seen rising above 
each other, it certainly formed a most imposing 
object from the water. Entering one of the 
numerous boats by which we were besieged, and 
rowing across the Tagus, I landed at Pampoulliat, 
and ascended a steep hill that leads to Reeves's 
Hotel. Our voyage had only lasted six days, and 
was considered prosperous. The party on board 
exhibited a curious assemblage of persons, enter- 
taining very dissimilar ideas, and distinguished 
by very different manners; an assemblage that 
could hardly, under any other circumstances, have 
been brought together ; and this discrepancy of 
tastes, habits, and opinions sometimes gave rise 
to amusing and not altogether uninstructive 
scenes. Besides Lady Georgiana and Mr. Wolff, 
Mrs. Burgoyne was also a passenger, a lady of 
great taste and accomplishments, then saihng to 
Lisbon to join her husband, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burgoyne, whose acquaintance I had afterwards 
the pleasure of making in that city, and am 
indeed indebted to their society fox* many delight- 
ful hours. There was also a niece of Romero 
Alpuente's, who was said to be dying, and two 
other ladies : one simplicity itself, and the other 
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more remarkable for her beauty than for thai 
youthfdl quality. 

I secured rooms at Reeves's, and remained sta- 
tionary tin the evening, when I was joined by my 
friend. Sir Arthur Capel de Brooke, a young 
man of ancient family, and at that time well 
known in the literary world by his published 
travels ; since that period he has largely added 
to his reputation by his " Journey into Morocco," 
a work exhibiting an unusual talent for observa- 
tion, with a quick appreciation of the beautiful, 
and great general powers. 

The view from my windows extended over 
Lisbon, over the river, with its numerous ship* 
ping, and a thousand latine sails glittering on its 
surface, and now lighted up by the last rays of 
the setting sun : few objects strike the beholder 
with greater admiration than these peculiar sails, 
which are exquisitely beautiful when seen in 
profile; and when beheld in front resemble a 
butterfly perched on a dark ground, with wings 
expanded. Soon afterwards the moon rose, and 
we rambled through the city by a light peculiarly 
favourable to every natiural or artificial object 
that is grand in its proportions but defective in 
detail. 

On the 9th of August I went with Mr. Forbes, 
to whose kindness I was indebted on a thousand 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CH. I.] COUNT VILLA FLOR. 7 

occasions, to see the Aqneduct, whicli is perlui]Mi 
unequalled in boldness and grandeur of effect by 
any similar monument of art. It supplies Lisbon 
with water; it traverses a deep valley, near the 
beautiful village of Alcantara ; and as I stood 
beneath the centre arch, and gazed upwards, it 
appeared absolutely stupendous: unfortanately, 
the arches are not uniforin; some are in the 
Gothic and pointed style, while others are semi- 
circular, a discrepancy which mars the general 
effect, but leas than might be supposed. Although 
this aqueduct stretches across the country for many 
miles uninterruptedly, no great extent of unbroken 
range can be seen from any particular position, on 
account of the extrieme inequality of the grouxid. 

That evening at dinner I found myself seated 
next to the Count da Puente^ who was just nomi* 
nated Secretary for the war department, upbn 
the retirement of Count Saldanha. He possessed 
great conversational powers and considerable 
talent for debate, and at that time acted with the 
moderate and well-judging body of th^ Consti- 
tutionalists : and here, for the first time, I met 
Count Villa Flor, the representative of an ancient 
house, a man of high integrity, and universally 
looked up to by the staunch adherents of the 
Charter. In the beginning of the year he had 
commanded the Constitutional forces against the 
Miguelites, and the most distinguished success 
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had attended his; military exertions. On the fol- 
lowing day I again met him at Sir William Clin- 
ton's, where a large party was assembled to cele- 
brate the birth-day of King George the Fourth, 
at which entertainment our host judiciously con- 
trived that the band should play Portuguese airs 
during dinner. The '* Bridge of Creus," a piece 
of music so called, after the action gained by 
Count Villa Flor, and composed almost on the 
field of battle, evidently excited some emotion 
among the chiefs, who were then present, and 
who had fought on that day. 

Late in the evening I wandered over the 
General's garden, laid out in the old taste of 
straight walks, parterres, fountains, and statues ; 
fragrant shrubs abounded ; creepers hung over 
the trelUsses in predion : the scene was peace- 
ful, and lit up by a splendid moon. I returned 
home, and retired to rest; but the incessant 
assaults of the mosquitos banished sleep. These 
vampires found me, unfortunately, easy of ac- 
cess, as the heat of the weather had induced 
me to keep every door and window open : had 
they only devoured me, I might have patiently 
endured the infliction ; but they kept up a per- 
petual war-song in my ears, an insulting ac- 
companiment to their human repast. After, 
some restless hours, I rose and paced my room. 
The view from my window was lovely. I looked 
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CU. I.] CINTRA. 9 

upon the Tagus^ with all its shipping, firom the 
frigate to th6 little latine sail, the opposite hills 
softened, yet distinctly shown, by the full moon, 
and the great city itself buried in deep repose. 

On the 13th of August I quitted Lisbon, and 
took the road to Cintra, with Colonel Lambert, 
of the Guards, a friend long known and much 
esteemed. In consequence of sundry ingenious 
delays on the part of my domestic, we did not 
start till five o'clock in the morning, too late by 
an hour at least to conunence, at that sultry time 
of year, a journey in Portugal The Tagn« 
gleamed through the mists which overhung its 
surface, and exhibited that freshness of appear- 
ance which water sometimes assumes, in southern 
latitudes, at a very early hour in the morning, 
as if it had just started from the hand of the 
Creator, and were flowing, for the first time, at 
his mandate. As we proceeded, the country had 
little interest; but loose stones scattered in all 
directions, gave it a wild and craggy appearance. 
At length we reached Bemfica, a place greatly 
resorted to by the Portuguese nobles, and sur- 
rounded with orange groves and cork- woods ; and 
well indeed their deep-green colour contrasted 
with the dazzling whiteness of the villas or quin- 
tas which adorn this beautifiil valley. We passed 
the palace of Queluz, a graceless edifice, situated 
in an ugly country, but famous at that time as 
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the head-quarters of the disafiected party; for 
there the Queen Mother resided in sullen state, 
holding no communication with her royal daugh* 
ter, and offering up ceaseless prayers for the 
return of her banished son, and for the restora- 
tion of the ancient rule. 

The scenery improved as we approached Cintra, 
the vegetation became more flourishing, long are- 
mies of the silver poplar lined the road, the bay 
and the willow attained an immense size, and the 
oak and elm interspersed with box overhung the 
road and formed a delightM shade. At length 
we entered Cintra, placed at the foot of a lull 
of rather a singular character, for its summit 
erowned with loose crags and sharp pinnacles 
offered a striking variety to the woods that 
covered its base; then passing the palace, a fan- 
tastic and irregular edifice, we stopped at the 
Irish inn, where I found a host of military friends 
and some English newspapers, which informed 
me that I had left England* After breakfast 
we walked through the gardens of the Marquis de 
Pcmibal, truly delightftd from their ample shade 
and luxuriant vegetation ; but in Portugal little 
care is bestowed on plants when beauty is their 
sole recommendation, and no attention is paid to 
distinctions of species. The climate is the only 
agent there, man lends no assistance in producing 
gracefrd combinations; but at Gibraltar, where 
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both unite, a barren rock is converted into an 
£lysium. Walks are> however, cut throagh the 
gardens of Cintra, and rustic seats are placed 
under the shade of ancient chestnuts and by the 
side of murmuring fountains, while the borders 
are filled with oranges, lemons, and fruit trees of 
every description : the sight and sound of water 
is inexpressibly grateful, and the general verdure 
most refreshing to an eye fatigued by the glare 
of Lisbon, and by the parched appearance of its 
hills. At every opening in the wood, the Moorish 
castle and convent of 'Our Lady of the Rock' 
were seen in varied points of view, frowning 
from their airy heights upon the valley below, 
which lay glittering in the sun, sprinkled with 
numberless quintas, some fully revealed, others 
half buried in the shade of their orange groves. 
The system of irrigation practised in those parts 
of Spain which have been occupied till a late 
period by the Moors, prevails here also; the 
borders are intersected and watered by little 
canals, and the earth is heaped round the orange 
trees, so as to form a sort of ristem, by which 
means the roots are always kept plentifully 
moistened. 

We returned to our inn and dined with a 
party of military men, amongst whom was a 
young officer who had been seized a few days 
before by some mounted highwaymen, robbed. 
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stripped, and left with his hands tied behind 
him: from this dilemma he extricated himself 
with some difficulty, and returned in very dole- 
ful plight to Lisbon, where some old women 
who saw him pacing the streets in this pitiable 
deficiency of attire remarked ' Este Fidalgo 
faz penitencia*.' In the evening we wandered 
through the Pena Verde gardens to the spot 
where the heart of John de Castro is interred. 
The periwinkle and wild strawberry covered the 
ground, and the cork tree clothed with ivy, and 
the gigantic stone-pine formed a dense canopy 
overhead. A delightful mixture of northern and 
southern vegetation is found in many parts of 
Portugal, and especially at Cintra, where plants 
peculiar to the south of Europe, and even some 
that have been transported from the Madeiras, 
grow luxuriantly under the shade of the British 
oak. Cintra resembles a beautiful picture set 
in a worthless frame: whenever the eye rests 
on the town and its immediate neighbourhood 
the scenery is unrivalled, but the distant land- 
scape is generally flat and uninteresting. The 
day was declining ; and as the heat had been 
intense, I expected to sec the sun sink ' in one 
unclouded blaze of living light,' but its parting 
splendours were concealed by a dense mist rising 
from the ocean. There is a peculiar beauty of 

* This Fidalgo is doing penance. 
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sunset^ probably unknown to countries bordering 
upon the Atlantic^ and perhaps confined to the 
shores of the blue Mediterranean ; I mean that 
exquisite gradation of colouring, where the safron 
mingles imperceptibly with the rose, and the rose 
tint melts into the purple, all extremely bright, yet 
so delicate as to seem almost transparent. From 
the Pena Yerde gardens we went to the Marialva 
palace. 

In the course of the day the Infanta Regent 
and her sisters were continually riding out of the 
town and again returning to the palace, mounted 
on donkeys, and unattended by any lady, but 
escorted by a body of ancient gentlemen on 
horseback. A peal general from all the bells of 
Cintra regularly announced their departure from 
the town and their re-entry, and collected a 
never-failing crowd to witness their progress. 
I felt considerable interest in the fate of these 
young Princesses, which was then wrapt in doubt 
and gloom. 

On the 14th of August I rode with my friend 
Lambert for some miles across hills clothed with 
heath and dwarf oak, and at length arrived at the 
Cork convent, a building ill-constructed, but well 
placed at the foot of a richly- wooded hill ; a 
paved walk overhung with fine cork trees leads 
to the entrance, which is curiously ornamented 
with shell-work. Here Lambert rung a peal 
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both loud and long; the bell-rc^, which> like 
Gloster s aim, was shiiyeDed and contracted to 
half ha original length, performed its duty 
sluggishly, and for scMne time no response was 
Toted necessary to his vigorous exertions. At 
length a boy appeared, and led us through a 
court i^U of hydrangeas and fuchsias into a 
wretched apartment called the refectory ; benches, 
doors, and roofs, were all constructed of cork, 
and sometimes the crag in its native state formed 
part of the wall. Here, while we feasted on 
bread and wine, young Hopeful told us that, 
afraid of being enlisted for the army, he had 
taken refuge in the convent, and woefully he 
complained of the non-existence of breakfasts 
and the scanty supply of dried fish at dinner. 
The rosemary grows luxuriantly in the gardens 
above, where we enjoyed a fine view of Colares 
embosomed in wood, and then descended into 
the miserable cave, where 

^ Honorius long did dwell. 
And hoped to meiit heaven by making earth a heQ.* 

The vineyards near Colares are small and so 
much divided by stone walls, that the country 
resembles a large garden split into an infinite 
number of parterres. As we approached the 
rock of Lisbon, half the population of a neigh- 
bouring village poured out to meet us, anxious 
to perform the far-famed feat of descending the 
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steep. When we had nearly reached the point, 
the roar of the Atlantic, heard from an immense 
depth below, suddenly broke upon us. The rock, 
a striking landmark to ships at sea, is about two 
hundred feet in height, and slants to the water's 
edge in a great uniform sheet of dark-coloured 
stone, down which our heroes, descended, care- 
fully balancing themselves with their hands; a 
feat which early and long-continued habit can 
alone enable them to perform successfully: a 
frightful sight, as the least slip would have inevi- 
tably proved fatal ; yet the descent cannot be 
very difficult, as numbers accomplished it, nor 
can it be attended with much personal risk, as 
no accident had then occurred tor some years. 
These feats having terminated without the frac- 
ture of any adventurous skuU, there rose a 
clamoiur great of men and boys, contending for 
the spoil which we distributed with laudable 
impartiality. 

We then descended the hill and followed a 
path leading to the small bay of Colares, a pic- 
turesque spot little known to the world, fr(»n 
which it is effectually shut out by huge black 
basaltic rocks of the boldest character. Here 
we found the Atlantic, ever restless on this coasts 
breaking on a fine bed of sand, and dashing its 
foam over large masses of disjointed crag. This 
was a scene peculiarly suited to my own taste>^ 
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and was indeed calculated to impress any beholder^ 
from the contrast it presented to the surrounding 
scenery. Here all was dark> bleaks and savage ; 
while on the road to Colares nature seemed to 
exhaust itself in the endless variety and extreme 
beauty of the vegetation : there the olive, the 
wild olive, the arbutus immensely high, the 
tulip, the plane, and the gigantic stone-pine 
environed us : we passed the corktree everywhere 
bending over the road in the most fantastic 
shapes, with fern growing on its huge trunks, 
and misletoe hanging profusely from its branches ; 
jasmines, sparkling with their, snowy blossoms, 
loaded the air with their perfume ; and various 
kinds of creepers overran the trees, oppressed 
them with their rank luxuriance, and sometimes 
covered and entirely concealed their foliage. We 
found the oak in abundance ; orange and lemon 
groves were mixed with Indian corn and water- 
melon, fruit trees of every description lined the 
road, and the vine, not topped and trained as 
in France, but hung over trellis- work, appeared 
no longer a formal but a graceful plant. We 
now dismissed our guide, a lad apparently fifteen 
years of age, whom we had found by chance on 
the hills. The general expression of his coun- 
tenance was sinister, his complexion almost of 
the Mulatto colour, his eyes were black as jet, 
and flashed with intelligence. Among these 
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mountains the people are invariably dark ; and 
I sometimes observed a negro cast of feature, 
which indicated their former intercourse with 
Brazil. Frequently we met the real negro. 

On ihe 1 5th of August I went with Lambert 
to the Marialva palace^ where the famous conven- 
tion was signed. It now belongs to the Duke de 
la Foens. The garden is beautiful, and there is 
a profusion of water. On the staircase we met 
the little daughter of the Duke, a pretty child 
about eight or ten years of age, with dark but 
soft and expressive eyes. She showed us a 
paper which contained some written sentences, 
in English, and read them fluently. We after- 
wards entered an apartment, where some priests 
were breakfasting with other persons, attired in 
black, probably dependents of the Duke ; for in 
Portugal, as in Spain, when individuals have 
once become connected with the great, they, and 
sometimes their descendants, continue to reside 
under their patron's roof from generation to 
generation. This extreme liberality towards old 
domestics and dependent friends occasionally 
involves the nobles in great pecuniary embar- 
rassments. However adverse to the maxims of 
political economy, this practice reflects the highest 
honour on their moral feelings, and could only 
exist among a generous people. Before we left 
the palace a curious scene took place. One of the 
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sable gentlemen whom we had previously 8een> 
addressing us in the flowing style which distin* 
goishes the Portuguese of all classes^ proffered 
us every civility. The Major domo unfortunately 
named him as the writing-master; a designation 
which jarred hugely on the scholastic ears, and 
produced a wrathful ebullition of offended dig- 
nity. ^ Moi Maitre d'ecriture 1" he exclaimed, in 
a voice and with an eye that would have annihi* 
lated any person of inferior consideration to a 
Major domo in a ducal palace; '^ because I know 
more than himself, and sometimes study with the 
Duke, this man of narrow intellect calls me a 
writing-master!" We of course assumed coun- 
tenances incredulous of the heinous assertion, 
and made our exit with bows of a superlatively 
respectful length. On our return to the inn 
we saw a curious specimen of the mode of tra- 
velling sometimes adopted by the Portuguese 
gentry. A pair of 03ten were attached to a lum- 
bering vehicle destined to convey the illustrious 

Dona and her progeny to the capital, while 

the coachman, attired in a short jacket and wear- 
ing the broad Castilian hat, marched humbly by 
tiieir side. 

We rode on to Montserrat, the remains of a 
villa, built by Mr. Beckford many years ago. 
The ruinous state of that fairy dwelKng was no- 
ticed by Lord Byron in 1809, and since, that time 
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it has become still more desolate. Tlie roof^ thea 
entire^ Las since very much fallen in, and the 
walls are in many parts a heap of ruins. The 
entrance opens into an octagonal hall, terminated 
by a circular apartment, which looks over a 
lengthened flat to the distant breakers. There 
is also the shell remaining of a fine apartment^ 
perhaps the library, which commands as rich a 
view of forest scenery as can well be conceived. 
The general effect of the exterior is good, ex- 
eept the high slanting roofs, which, though in 
eorrect taste, are somewhat unpleasing. Furtha 
on we saw the ruins of a rambling house, to 
which a dark story is attached ; for a young man 
is there said to have murdered his elder brother 
under circumstances of peculiar horror. 

On our return to Cintra we dined at the house 
of the Swedish Minister, Monsieur de Kantzau. 
In the evening a tumult of beUs announced the 
approach of the Infanta Begent ; and as we were 
walking on the garden terrace she recognised 
Madame de Kantzau with a sweetness of expres* 
sion that well supplied the place of positive 
beauty. Her Boyal Highness and Dona Anna 
rode by in complete uniform: a fimny costume 
methought for regal dames, but such is the etia 
quette prescribed on certain days. Dona Maria 
was not of the party, and some of the lightly dis- 
posed attributed her royal Highness's absence to 
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a facetious dispute supposed to have agitated the 
court circle. In this discussion the Princess 
Maria is said to have maintained that so. much 
military pomp was little suited to the humble 
donkey on which it was destined to be exhi- 
bited ; however, less ingenious, but perhaps more 
veracious chroniclers record that her royal High- 
nesses absence was solely attributable to want of 
punctuality on the part of the court tailor. 

Having returned to the inn I waited some time 
for a friend, who had promised to introduce me 
to Madame Borril, and was quietly betaking 
myself to rest, when the defaulter arrived. The 
cause of his delay was comical enough. The 
Portuguese frequently adopt the children of 
other persons, educate them, and sometimes pro- 
mote their fixture fortunes. The Infanta Regent, 
possessing the national taste, applied to an Irish- 
woman, who forthwith accommodated her royal 
Highness with her own daughter, a thriving young 
girl two years of age. The agreement was deli- 
berately made, and the article in question sold 
and delivered. The mother, however, whose 
notions concerning the transfer of property were 
not peculiarly clear, returned after a short time, 
and wished to enter again into possession ; to 
this the Infanta naturally demurred, and such 
a tumult of Irish ejaculation ensued, as had pro- 
bably never before assailed the ears of any royal 
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Personage; In this emergency my friend was 
requested to march his military person to the 
palace, where he found our heroine of the 
Emerald Isle fiercely expostulating amid a host 
of huge black Brazilian women^ who were 
screaming in chorus around her. Yet nothing 
daunted was the dame. '' "By Jasus^ no one 
shall part me .and my child/* was stiU the burden 
of ber song. A golden argument at leng^ in- 
duced her to mitigate such imreasonable claims, 
and a satisfactory treaty of peace was concluded. 
She was allowed to retain her child during that 
nighty and was provided with good lodgings, a 
good supper, and a sentinel at her door, to pre- 
vent either warlike or fugitive proceedings. I 
accompanied my fiiend in the evening to her 
room : she was then in the highest good-humour« 
and greatly flattered by the notice taken of her 
blue-eyed child. On ihe following morning he 
conducted the little girl to the palace, according 
to agreement, while the mother was deposited 
on a donkey and peaceably removed. 

On the following morning I went to the palace ; 
but as it was still occupied by the Court I could 
only see the exterior, which is irregular, and 
evidently tiie work of different periods, but part of 
the walls and some of the windows are decidedly 
Moorish. Joined by Lambert, I afterwards 
ascended the hill leading to the house of ' Our 
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Lady of Woe/ as Lord Byron rather poetically 
than justly designates the house of ' Our Lady of 
the Bock»* which occupies a striking position on 
the summit of the mountain, and is surrounded 
by wild, shattered crags, and insulated masses, 
very remarkable in a natural point of view, 

<< Sacli ai might seem oonfusedly hurPd, 
IIm fragments of an earlier world.'' 

The convent has no beauty, but is curious and 
evidently ancient, and the galleries encircling the 
inner court are in Moorish taste. The howling 
of the wind is heard without intermission round 
the convent walls ; that mournful and unvarying 
sound alone disturbs the silence of a habitation 
raised high above the busy haunts of men, and 
apparently beyond the reach of human care, 
from hence we scrambled up a rugged path to 
the Moorish castle, and again descending mounted 
our mules and regained the inn. 

In the evening I accompanied a friend to a 
party at the house of a Portuguese lady : she had 
two daughters, the eldest a pretty person with 
pleasing manners and extremely well informed, 
the youngest a very decided beauty. The party 
were playing at blind man*s buff when I entered ; 
a game in which, as it is played in Portugal, 
success depends upon the rapid recognition of 
different persons by their voices. . Being imme- 
diately required to take a part, I was blindfolded 
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and placed in the centre of the ring. I first, how- 
ever, pleaded ignorance of every individual prer 
sent ; upon which the lively beauty led me round 
the circle, hastily naming every person ; an inge- 
nious operation which did not much assist me, as 
I could not bear in mind a volley of names which 
I had never heard before : however, trusting to 
chance, I began my career, and soon touched a 
lady with the wand, i asked the regular ques^ 
tion, and was answered in the feigned voice as 
regularly assumed. ''Whom have you foimd?*' 
was the genial cry. I paused — " Well, but 
mention some one ; the game is at a stand-still :'* 
but I could specify no one. I k>oked stupid, and 
my new friends probably thought me profoundly 
so; at length, by a prodigious exertion I was 
delivered of a name, but it did not enlighten 
the party ; and I afterwards discovered that the 
name 1 had given was a compound of two or three 
others, which had become most egregiously mixed 
up in my puzzled brain. This attempt having 
proved unsuccessful, 1 exclaimed, " La dame 
qui est habiUee en noir." '' Mais nous sommes 
toutes habillees en noir,'' was the perplexing 
reply. At length I named the eldest Demoiselle 

of the house. ''No, it is not; it is C ^," 

said the yo\;ng beauty, naming herself in a lively 
tone of mock reproach, perhaps a little displeased 
that so soft a voice once heard should not be 
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immediately recognised. We played several other 
games. Every lady was required to sigh for a 
particular gentleman, who in turn was called 
upon to sigh for a lady, and generally felt bound 
in gratitude to mourn for her who had mourned 
for him. This reciprocal grief was very divert- 
ing. As might naturally be expected, a sigh 
is rarely bestowed on the real object of the 
mourner's affection. So closed an evening of 
uninterrupted good-humour ; the genuine polite- 
ness of Portuguese society prevents the occur* 
rence of those little inadvertencies which arc so 
apt in other countries to jar upon the feetings 
of individuals, and break in upon the harmony 
of such amusements. On the following day I 
separated from my friend Lambert with regret, 
and returned to Lisbon. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Hoad to Mafra — Convent of Mafra — Convent of Alcobaqa — Mo- 
nastic System considered — ^The ill-fated loves of Dou Pedro 
and Inez de Castro— Politics of the Monks — Their social habite 
—Gloomy magnificence of the Convent of Alcobaga — Convent 
of Batalha— Society at Coimbra-->Sy8tem pursued at the Uui^ 
versity — The Garden of Tears — Melancholy Convent of the 
Carmelites — Spanish anomalies— History of the beautiful Bride 
of Oporto — Arrival at Oporto* 

I QUITTED Lisbon on the 24th of August, and 
took the road to Oporto^ but did not commence 
my journey till late in the evening, as my servant 
Antonio was disinclined to rapid movements, and 
my muleteer voted punctuality an unnecessary 
virtue. The owner of the mules escorted us as far 
as the walls of the city, according to the usual 
etiquette. He had accommodated me with 
an animal which stumbled so gallantly to the 
right and to the left, that feeling my neck in 
decided jeopardy, I determined to send her back 
on my arrival at Velez. The country was dull, 
and abounded in windmills and olives. The pre- 
mature effect of the heat on the deciduous trees 
was strongly marked. The poplars had suffered 
greatly ; some were altogether stripped of their 
leaves, and the foliage was everywhere changing 
its colour. Even at Cintra, where the air i9 

c 
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comparatively cool^ the autumnal tints were steal- 
ing over the woods^ and the paths^ strewed with 
sear and yellow leaves, exhibited the bright but 
mournful beauty of an English October. The 
inn at Velez was comfortless enough : cats, dog^ 
jmd pigeons wandered about the supper-ialdo, in 
liungry competition for the good things that were 
^3^9 JPg^> .grunting at the dooi;, threatened to join 
the alHance ; Jind the ovlj article of promise, some 
salt fish, was pounced upon by an intrepid puss. 
Entomology might have been studied to perfec- 
^cm in thisaportment ; and as its minute varieties 
lyamshed sleep, I continued to gaze on Bundry 
pictures of hell and flaming sinners, evidenflyin- 
i;ended to ajypal the souls of wakeful Iteretics. 

On the 25th of August 1 rode through a bledc 
lut not unpleasant country to Mafra. The con- 
vent and palace umted constitute an immense 
pile of building, which excites admiration rather 
from its vast estent than from any architectural 
merits. It is built on the modefl of the Escmrial, . 
-and forms a quadrangle, measuirmg 760 feet from 
east to west, and 670 feet from north to isotrth. 
'The dmrch is situated in the centre, and three 
hundred cells are placed behind the choir: 
ihe palace, in which Sir Edward MaSceney had 
apartments, and where he recerved me with 4fae 
latmofft hospitalily, might peiiiaps contain, withoiM^ 
nicmiveiiience, all ^e couifts -of Europe. Tht 
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fthennomeier liad lisen ^imoce tbaai 9^, nad kis 
-diificiili. to <o€iacesve the luxury cf reiveftfiog fiMnn 
sudb intolerable lieaSt to the ^refeesluiig iemfMer*- 
^ixae of the convent ^leiieMi^ vAiidi ane built «f 
stonei, and are lngl\, wide, dark> andnpparcntly is* 
termmable. Within thoie massiie walk the flue- 
tnatJAm; of the extecnal atmoiiphene aare nev^ar 
felt,; and rarely indeed do any external sounds 
pierce throsigh 4hose joaighty baixienu At a caas - 
inent which ovcarlool&ed a pretty but neglected 
garden^ the holy fathers kept ;iip a 'oerdon flf 
observation when first our troc^ asiwed, and 
.wiere greatly dascomposed aJb the iOccnrBsnce jof 
any petty delinqueoftcies. The occasional efeet- 
ment of an oid shoe £roim an oppoaifte windaw 
appeared to constitute the imaximuaEL of Bdtiab, 
aggressioxi, and hidiosous appeals weie made to 
the General 'Upon liihese occasions. Sir £dward 
restrained these dangerous in&mgemenJs of eoai- 
ventual rights ; and by his judicious attentian la 
their feelings completdiy won the heurts of the 
reverend pkixutiffs ; indeed it was gratifying .to 
liear the praiaes e^i^arwhere lavished on our ^oopiu 
even by persons the most opposed to the principkB 
which brought them 4x> the country. The monlBS 
showed us the refectory, a spacious apaartment^ 
and ihe library, weU stored with books. Htansog 
spent some time a^!ieeaiblj with my old echoed- 
ieJlows, Henry I^)ton and Augustus jEliis, I took 

c2 
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leave of Sir Edward Blakeney. Lord William 
Paulett kindly gave me letters for Coimbra, where 
he had spent some time> and mounting his steeds 
a beautiful EngUsh mare^ showed me the shortest 
way to Torres Vedras, across a wild heath tract. 

As I rode along the side of a pine-covered hill, 
a gentleman passed me, attended by two servants, 
one of whom carried a baton at his side, a proof 
that his master was a person of distinction. The 
peasants in this part of the country universally 
xarry a long pole, considerably higher than their 
heads, and sometimes tipped with lead, which 
Tenders it a formidable instrument of attack: 
assisted by these weapons only, a knot of pea- 
sants is said to have dismounted a large party of 
French cavalry, during the peninsular war ; but 
they seldom molest travellers, and indeed highway 
robberies are by no means frequent in Portugal, 
except in Alentejo. The inn at Torres Vedras was 
a great improvement on our last resting-place. 
The muleteer had not arrived at a late hour on the 
following morning, a degree of negligence which 
surprised me, as the natives consider any expo- 
sure to the sun, during the summer months, 
imprudent after the early hour of nine. I began 
to suspect that my friend had been waylaid, or, 
prompted by an ardent thirst for knowledge, had 
himself inspected my portmanteau, in which case 
I was well aware that any tasteful appropriations 
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W(iuld have been followed by a secession to the 
mountains : so forth I issued^ in no placable 
niood, taking the road to Mafra, and spying 
anxiously around to discover some remnants of a. 
trunk or a muleteer. I had> however, made little 
progress before I met the deserter, who assured 
me that he had unaccountably lost his way ; but,., 
influenced by a prodigious zeal in my service, 
had been toiling all night to regain it. Hia. 
account was true in the main, but he prudently 
abstained from any allusion to certain libations, 
the real cause of his circuitous proceedings. 

Torres Yedras is a celebrated point on that 
strong line of natural defence which was so ably 
maintained by the Duke of Wellington. Stand* 
ing on these heights I was enabled to form some 
conception of the system pursued, but could by 
no means command the entire range of military 
positions. I continued my journey through a 
succession of pine-forests, varied occasionally by 
opien spaces covered with heath. In the neigh*- 
bourhood of Lisbon the hills consist principally 
of limestone, near Mafra of basalt covered with 
limestone ; but we now entered on a sandy region. 
In consequence, the character of the vegetation 
changed : the Arbutus unedo, the Phillyrea, and. 
the Myrica faya, or gale of Madeira, so abundant 
near Cintra, were exchanged for lig- trees of an. 
immense growth, and a large species of cane, — a 
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plant wUcfa li^as a Ifiiclt 8teni> lesemblin^ iiiff 
sugar-cane; ami is Txsed in supporting the Tines; 
The Idack ant swarmed among the fir woods> yel^ 
low butterflies fluttered over tbe plain in gay pro- 
firaion, and dogs of exquisite taste prowled arounit 
tlie* vineyards^ and ga^ed with hopeless ejes on^ 
tikat forbidden paradise. They ate passionateiff 
£bnd of grapes^ and sticks purposely attached to 
tiieir collars prevent their entrance into the vinev 
yards. Thi» Bacchanalian propensity is> in a great 
measure, the cause of that amassing infiiuc of 
dogs into Lisbon during the summer months ; for 
when the grape begins to ripen^ the proprietors 
dt the vineyacds on the opponte coast lay vMent 
hands on tibe canine species, and ship them off 
to the capital. There> prowling about in hnagiy 
groups, they become of real use in cleansing the 
streets of that detestable filth which woidd other- 
wise accumulate to an intolerable extend and 
might breed a pestilence* In this respect the 
strong northerly gales are also* valuable' auxilia- 
ries. 

I baited my horse at a small and picturesque 
but: the ceilings were peaked, and the floor 
abounded in cracks, judiciously calculated to adtoiit 
a cheering view of the culinary processes below. 
The peasantry no where manifested any unfriendly 
feeling towards me : as I passed isbee villages tbe 
iKomen made some slight salutation, and tike men 
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imoDttU^rrose sad bowed. I saw some fine oUI 
tosrerab aada qpiinta of g?neat extent ; the familj 
inas^. camred in stone high above the door, showed 
that thft- proprietor was of noble birth. I deviated 
IvQiiii my rogd to see Ovidos> a picturesque townt 
«{ immense antiquity, still retaining, in a greal 
degree, its Mooinsh chaxacter. A fine evening 
ami Uil; np the walls of an old Saracenic castle 
WfGOk which a boy was- standing, and frying 
iBfist «wee% cm the flageolet The sandstone had 
mm disappeared ; the hills ^(It which we passed 
iKse composed of limestone, and were in conse^ 
quence covered with a. richer and more varied 

l]»aehed€aldas at five o^clock, an uninterest- 
ing tomn, latterly the resort of the Court, on 
aBftonnt of its mineral baths; and in the evening 
WSA visited by a. gentleman, who was lively and 
coaimimicativc^ and animated with a forious zeal 
for liberty. 

I renewed my journey over hills of mingled 
heath and oak, on the morning of the 27th Tra- 
velling at this borning time of the year is only 
agreeable during the first and last hours of Hght. 
The sun had scaarcely risen when I mounted mj 
horse; the distant sound of the convent beUs 
came pleasantly on the breeze; the birds were 
aJngimg, and all nature seemed to rejoice : but at 
noon man and beast were equally subdued by the 
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intolerable fierceness of the heat ; the peasants 
were compelled to suspend their labours; thei 
^ttle took refuge in the shady thicket ; not a 
bird flapped its weary wing ; not an insect crept 
along the ground, but an unbroken and universal 
silence pervaded the fields, which had so lately 
teemed with every variety of active life. Here, 
as in other parts of the country, the heath and 
juniper had been designedly burnt to produce 
young fodder for cattle. The Serratula arvensis, 
and the Lychnis SMicuculi, are scattered over this 
district with other plants of a northern parentage, 
rarely found in the rest of Portugal. 

Soon after ten I arrived at the smaU village of 
Alcoba9a, and stopped at an inn better furnished 
with wasps than provisions : a pretty young lady 
babbled much to me concerning England andEng* 
Ksh manners, which, I suppose, meant that some 
young British ofiicer was lord of the ascendant. 
I went to the convent, and sent in a letter of 

introduction. Senhor A , a young monk, of 

quiet and pleasing manners, received me cour- 
teously, and led me round the lofty cloisters 
which encircle an inner court, filled with orange 
trees. The convent of Alcoba^a is constructed 
upon a scale of feudal magnificence, which afibrds 
a striking proof of the great wealth and im.mense 
consideration formerly attached to the monastic 
orders. The kitchen is nearly a hundred feet 
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loBg, and sixty-thfee feet high from the floor to 
the intrados of the vault. The fire-place is twenty^ 
eight feet long by eleven broad^ and stands in the 
centre of the apartment^ through which a stream 
of water flows^ — ^it must be confessed^ a magnifi- 
cent appanage to a kitchen. The refectory is 
ninety-two feet long by sixty-eight broad. As 
we approached the clock struck eleven ; the bro* 
therhood poured in; the organ sounded, and the 
chaunt of thanksgiving arose as we sat down to 
dinner. 

It was evident^ even on my first introduction to 
these monksj that they were very superior to most 
of their order^ an impression fiilly confirmed by 
further acquaintance; for they possessed that 
courtesy and distinction of manner, which birth> or 
long and early acquaintance with g^od society 
can alone confer. I afterwards learned that they 
were Bernardino monks, whose choice in the 
election of novices is very much restricted to per- 
sons of condition; a limitation which has kept up 
the respectability of their order, amid the com*, 
parative degradation of part of the profession; 
The Franciscan convents, on the contrary, from 
their poverty, and from other causes, have fallen 
into the hands of persons selected from the lower 
classes, who, as might be naturally expected, 
sometimes disgrace the brotherhood by their, 
excesses. The monks of the higher orders are 

c3 
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gemssally neskamed by eonsiderationa o£ pd&ey 
audi sel£-recqpeet> are often swayed by bigheav 
motirea, mad almost always tbrow a decent iie$ 
ttvev any Tiolations of the con.'ve&i sules. Wiitora 
smer too a{)t tO' involTe the monastic ordecs m 
one>g!&neral demmciatioiK, witboiot re&t&nce tathe 
different systemfi pursued by the Tarioua ordsisij 
aoul tiae different results necessaiily produised; 
hut no statement can be &ir and correct,, mdeflsi 
it. he giounded on a strict and unprejudiced exa-* 
mination of facts. And I must say that tihe 
highly-cdknized atatemevis^ so- oftoaiput fortkby 
Isaiteller^ against the monhs and the monaatiiG 
tstahtiahments^ come widi a aingulairly bad g^ce 
Jham men who» joume3ri]ig in a wild country, and 
dvptdrrod of the uaufld; comfimta of hfev partake 
with freedom of thdr generouff hospitality, aatd 
tben repay the benefit by assertiom which kuth 
wad jnstice do not warraaxi, and wUdbi gyatitudi^ 
ioiid g^Gsd feeiing should reatsaitt. 

Whatever ma^ be die remote eibets of the 
suppression of the: weaidiier eonnrents i^ Spain 
and Poxtugal^. still, in the ne^bstod state of s^i- 
colture pre^railing throu|^iiB3^ ao lai^ a portion 
of the Fomnaolar theic estsience. wa» a UiC»fflng» 
sud their abofition is^ I coBe^nre> & pmitiAre e^> 
to the state; The monls were often the oi% 
sesident pBepmetoor in a eoantiy deserted by ito 
natural laudloirda.; and theiE beneficial infgnfiittft 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CU. II.] CONVENT OF AXCOBA^A. 3& 

was visible in the improTement of their estates* 
and ia the increased comibrts of the aurxowidiiig 
popidatioii ; for they farong^t to the xmnageneni 
of their pr o per ti es great cafAtal and great isleUi- 
geiice> and krgely employed and liberally sd- 
iKaorded the industry of the labourer; their estates 
wexe> in coiffiequeoee, not unfreqvently the best 
tadkbiiTated in the Idngdom, and the sudden awl 
iU-judged abolition of the convents will probably, 
Sm: manyjrears to come^ rather check than pro- 
mote the interei^ of agriculture. These ecade* 
aiastkai ctnrpovidions should have been preserve4» 
and would have been ittvaluable, if altered aaid 
improved, so as to extend their spllere ol aetioxu 
te comprise other and important duties, and 
perhaps resemble, in some degree, our eoUeg^ 
institutions'''. 

After dinner Senhor A kd me to a cwd 

and refreshing' cell, an4 leaving me to repose^ 
retired abo to indulgpe in the accustomed siesta^ 
I slq^t for some tixne> and was at length awakened 
by a fijight ncHse. I turned, and saw^ a BKink> 
kojUaftg- almost like an unearthly being, as be 
stood motionless at the foot of the bed^shrouded 

* Mr. Seckfrnd, ia hU splenfid aeooant •Ciliis oosTeiH^ »lltidet 
most jjostir to Uie prospennis conditioii of the tenftots holding 
under the monks, at the time of his visit to Alcoba^a ; and I can 
saj, with- some eonfide«ce> that thirty yearn aHerwardi their teal 
pittsperiti; had not diminished, alihough the most uBceuingeffSwti 
were making^ to prejudice them against their ecclesiastical sur 
periors. 
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by his covfl, and attired in the white and flowing 
tobe of his order. It proved to be my friend the 
monk Antonio^ who had arrived to conduct me tq 
theKbraryandthechiurch; but^ finding me asleep, 
was unwilling to disturb me. The library is a 
Boble apartment^ tastefully decorated, well pro- 
portioned^ and abounding in works of useful 
knowledge. The monks showed me a fine edition 
of the Iliad, presented to them by Mr. Canning, 
and a splendid copy of the Lusiad, the gift of 
Lady Bute. The church is a fine Gothic build- 
ing, and contains^ within two marble sepulchres, 
the remains of Don Pedro the First, and the far^ 
famed but unfortunate Inez de Castro. 

It is scarcely necessary to relate the story of 
Don Pedro's attachment, so celebrated by all the 
poetry of Portugal. That Prince, the son and 
heir of Alphonso the Fourth, was passionately 
attached to Inez de Castro, a lady of extraordi- 
nary beauty, whom he secretly married. He 
chose a lovely and sequestered spot in the yalley 
of the Mondego, as the residence of his young 
bride, and, retiring from the turmoils of a brilliant 
Court, spent in that seclusion the happiest, and 
perhaps the most virtuous hours of his life. But 
the secret transpired, and his royal Father, en- 
raged at the discovery, proceeded to their little 
bower of love, and, arriving at a time when 
the Prince was on a hunting excursion, immedi- 
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ately authorised the murder of the ill-fiitedlfiez. 
The Prince, on his return, gave way to the wild^ 
est fury and despair, abandoned his home for a 
long time^ and when he eventually succeeded ta 
the throne, inflicted the severest punishment on 
the worthless ministers who had instigated the 
deed, and on many of their relatives. But the 
sorrows of this Prince, and of the lady he loved 
so well, have been long at rest, and their sculp- 
tured figures are placed in a recumbent attitude 
upon their respective monuments, the sides of 
which are worked, in relief, with an inimitable 
beauty and richness of detail : they have sufiered, 
however, in common with other parts of the 
convent, from the rapacity of the PVench; for 
those enlightened barbarians not only set fire to 
the building, but destroyed some of the finest 
sepulchral carving, in a sacrilegious attempt ta 
bring the imagined treasures of the tomb to light. 
They dragged the bodies of the royal pair front 
the vault where they had so long reposed. Doi^ 
Pe^o, stem even in death, is said to have re-« 
tained the severe expression which never forsook 
his countenance, after the perpetration of that 
dreadfril deed which rendered him homeless and 
houseless; and Dona Inez, that object of his: 
boyish passion, the cause of all his grief, and of 
half his crimes, was still lovely after the lapse of 
centuries: her hair retained its auburn colour. 
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and> unihacmed hj time, was only kijiiied by tia^ 
lemorselcas hand that did not. accnple to invade 
the dwdijngs of the dead. After the depairtuae 
of the French, the mudihcahnimiatedy^ but fasr 
more chdlbaed monks carefaHjr eoDiected her scat-- 
toed hab^ aaad still rdigtondy preserve tiie che- 
lifiiled relic. 

As I waa bending over the momintent, tibe 
monk gsadaally led the conrveraaAion ta the exist* 
lag state of pnUic affiuss : he had. evidently been 
an accurate observer of leeent evenis ; aoid now 
Qoncealed^ under a well-feigned air of indiflfe- 
renee> an anxious desire to obtain the Ia.test poli- 
tical intdiigence. The obsewations which be 
addressed to me were pointed^ and eakuloted td 
dicitthe greatest portion of information by the 
ramUest posailde number of direct queries^, while 
Hbe correct knowledge which Idb questions indi- 
cated' of Rritisk parties aiid of thenr rt^ative pcMS'- 
iOBfn excited n^ surprise. He once caught an ex- 
ysesBion of tibis kbid u|>on my* countenance; bsbA 
though it wa» but slight, and instantiy: chgdbsd» 
her waff manifestly diaeomposed.. He afiterwardB 
wfAe in gumdled toms,^ but once b e tr ay ed , in a 
BBBaikahle- manonr, the inte u iiity cC Ms i n ter e sd 
int the subject cf omr eonvessatioB. I happraed 
%s^ state my cau\ibtiaD> firaas leeent. oceunenees^ 
Ibat Bom Miguel wcndd soan.]ie*un& la Poirtugat 
and assume! tise g owe i nmen tf he mpeated my 
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words, albwly^ but in & voice which ekariy showed 
tfiat powerful emotion wast struggling^ wHk habit^ 
tual aelf-eommaBd. Duiing our conversation, he 
hftd so judifiioudy placed himselt thttb sfamding 
witikhis>backto the lights and shioiukd by his 
c^wl, he was v»vy much enidiled to conceal the 
eaqpression of his own couflitoiance> while he could 
distindily trace the slightest change on nune 
l^Ly eyea weie b^it od tiie SDontmienl idien hm 
sepeated my w<ads; bnA> aiiteacted by the cteep 
and altered . Ume of his voic^ I invohmtaiJIj 
looked up, and the triitmphant j«y that sparkled 
in his dark eyes, whicb C!«en the position he had 
assfflimed coidd not altogether conceal*, at once 
difidosedl his secret bias.: he, hawever, instantly 
isecovered himself; and when I looked at him 
again, the subdued maoDra ef the monk had 
spaced the eager jEeeling of the partizan.. 

We ai^ourBed to the g^arden^ which was. kepi 
in the highest qxSbs, and haa that ne plus ultra, 
of luxuxies in a southern clime, a fine runniiig: 
ateeam, averhnng wilh romantic willbws. The 
evening was calm, and the monks were passing 
U» and &o among th^ deposde&ts,, superintend- 
iag: their improvanenis ; happjrthemflelves^ they 
appeared to be cemmunieating happiness to all 
ajcound th<an*. and exhibited a pteasdng; and,. I 
thinks not wholly a deltisiye picture of iBonastic 
life. 
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In the evening I had a round of visits from the 
holy brothers, who kept dropping in, staying a 
few minutes with me, and then taking their depar^ 
ture, but their genxdne politeness did not allow 
them ta leave me a moment alone* At length 
the bell sounded, and we descended to supper, 
which varies in no respect from dinner, as ^^e^ 
same regular courses are served up, and wine 
and dessert are afterwards laid upon the table. 
The number of hours which had elapsed since 
dinner explains the facility with which we attacked 
a second time such a substantial repast. 

There are few circumstances which so mucb 
impress an Englishman, accustomed te the late 
hours of his native country, as the difference 
of habits prevalent in this respect throughout 
the Portuguese provinces. The breakfast sa 
extremely early, the dinner at eleven, the suc-s 
ceeding siesta, and the late supper which con- 
cludes the day, arc habits so alien to his own, 
that his ideas of time are at first sadly confosed ; 
at least they produced this perplexing effect 
upon mine: however, I soon accommodated^ 
myself to customs in all respects well suited ta 
the country. The first hours of the mornings 
are so delightful in that luxurious climate, the 
brief repose during the burning noon so grate- 
ful, and the last and loveliest portion of the day^ 
spent among their gardens and in the society* 
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of their dark-eyed women^ is not less agreeable;i 
Unlike our English habits, the morning is; 
broken by too many interruptions to admit of 
serious occupation, the evening ushers in still 
lighter scenes, and thus in Portugal the bark 
of life is wafted indolently down the sunny and 
tmruf&ed stream. 

But to return to my Bernardino friends. 
Supper seemed their most jovial repast ; we sat 
long ; old convent tales went round, legends of 
interposing angels were gravely told> and anec- 
dotes of friars long dead and gone excited peals; 
of merriment. When our party broke up I took 
leave of my kind hosts, and desired the muleteer 
to be ready at three o'clock in the morning. As 
I retired to my cell through the never-ending* 
galleries that echoed to my steps, and beneath 
the lamps that hung at great intervals and dimly 
Ut up these high and gloomy corridors, the wholo 
scene appeared to realize Mrs. RadchfTe's descrip- 
tions, and impressed me with an awful sense of 
monastic grandeur* Those mighty monuments 
of ancestral piety stood then in their primaeval 
might, as great as glorious to the vulgar eye; 
but the bolt, though still enveloped in the silent 
cloud, was rife for their destruction: like the. 
tropical sun that sets in undiminished glory^ 
their day, still bright, still proud, was almost 
spent; but, unlike the darkness of the tropical 
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vodd* the nighit that wra^. them in its gl(Kii&» isp 
m night that knows no morrow. Those heovea^ 
devoted strucUires that rose- so haughtily abo^te 
lihe humbler uRorks of man wese already marked 
hj the spoiler.. Even then I felt their hours were 
mimbeced^ and that the coming age would know 
them not. The church in Portugal maybe likened; 
to a warrior dad in a costly sait of arms ; his lance 
has been given Mm by some grateM Soveve^n, 
his sword by another^ his coat of mail by a thirds 
Surroimded by a host of assailants^ he stiU main- 
tains the unequal fights hs* still refuses to yidkl 
fflo, inch for li£s or deaths amL Mis at length witib 
all his higk prerogaiiv^s of honour undiminished^ 
with all. his royal gifts entire*, and ob! thai 
gorgeous panoply, those &tal gifbs, the cause of 
his. destruction, become the spoil of his die- 
stroyers. Even so the chnrdb. in Portugal, rich 
in its regal endowm^its, firm: in its Mth, and! 
bold in the assertion of its lanvfol rights^ main* 
tained them to the last^ conceding, yielding, 
compromising nothing; yet such haft been? the 
final struggle, and such the overwhefaning fell. 
The recent desecration of the convent of Alcoba^a, 
one. of the most magnificent montun^its of the 
kingdom, was at once an insult to the religious 
prejudices of the people, and disgraceful to the 
taste of the modem Pbrtuguese. 

On leaving Alcobaqa I was assailed by a hurr;*- 
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of wind smd &Hind> through which I rode to 
Ibe ¥ilhiigc of BotaQia, and^ as thne wacB no mn^ 
Z0prared to the monastery. The Prior was 
sbsoB^ but tiie Sacristan conducted me to the 
iJmrch, \idbich is binlt in the purest style of 
Ciothfc archtieetore; and^ indeed, the juat pK>- 
pertiboB and: noble simplicity of the roof, of the 
clustered columns and pointed arches, can no- 
lidttTB be aurpaased^ In an unfini^ed chapel, 
howerer^ die arabesque and the Norman style 
m» strangely blended; stiE the ornaments ase 
so» graceful, the sculpture so iich« and the general 
woriEBsaBshxp so^ eaqniffLtely beantifiil, that the 
ipp^ is. not revoU?sd by such an ineongmoua 
WEtlsajte. Setuming from the dmsch I found 
m monk iir my cell and' a. dinner on my taUe 
■erred up by one" of those ciross-grained yet fiuth- 
ftd meniaiB, vAo gjeneraily moke their appearance 
in monasteries and novels. 

I bft Bfttalha eaiiy on the fbUomasg manmg 
and breakfiisted at the ancient town off Leyna^ 
diatisiguiishRd only* by its fine old MoomBh castiev 
Between Lopia and Pombal, the birihrplace of 
tke celebrated Marquis of that nome^ the Indian 
eom looloBd beautifully g20f and green, and tibe 
c onni r y, eoiered in parta with cork and chestnut 
was extremely pleasing : not so ihe hornets, who 
buzzed abundantly in my ears, pitdied upon my 
shoulders, and greatly molested ma and my 
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horse. I have rather an affection for waspsy 
'*that light militia of the lower sky/' rapid in' 
their attacks but equally rapid in their retreat ;. 
but the hornet thinks tmce before he commiter 
himself^ and when once he settles^ is invested 
with an awful character of permanency^ and^ like^ 
the British power in India^ keeps possession of 
the seat which he has once usurped. 

The sun was setting in great glory as I entered 
Condexa. At the first inn where I stopped thd 
landlord was dying, so I repaired to a house kept 
by a pretty landlady on the other side of the 
street. I drew near the kitchen fire, and underwent 
a long examination from the youthful beauty and 
some laughing girls, who disbelieved my English 
origin, and said they knew me to be of southerly 
though not of Portuguese extraction. The 
maidens of Condexa have long been celebrated 
for their personal attractions, and these merry 
damsels were certainly above the general stand* 
ard of the national beauty. A young woman of 
superior manners entered the room, but sat apart/ 
apparently absorbed in thought. She sighed 
deeply at intervals, and at length asked me 
t^hether I could give her any intelligence of 
Silveira and his adherents ; from which I inferred 
that her fortunes were connected with those of 
the insurgents. 

On the following day I rode through a country 
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covered with olives to Coimbra, built on the slope 
of a hill, and most imposing when seen at a 
distance. We passed the bridge, which at that 
time extended over a large bed of shingles, but 
in the wintry and autumnal months crosses a 
wide and rapid torrent ; but then, in consequence 
of the continued heat, the Mondego had shrunk 
.within very narrow limits. We entered the town 
and descended into Hell, for so the inn is called ; 
and the subterranean passage which conducts to 
it justifies the name. 

Having left my letters of introduction at various 
houses, I plunged into the Mondego, and after- 
wards roamed along its banks, where I met a 
labourer, who had witnessed my arrival at the 
inn, and was then accidentally passing by. He 
greeted me with a heartfelt " Vivan los Ingleses," 
the first and last tribute of popular enthusiasm 
towards my country that met my ear in Portugal; 
but it seems the British troops had been long 
stationed in this neighbourhood, and their excel- 
lent conduct had won the esteem and conciliated 
the affections of the simple-minded peasantry. 
On the last day of August I explored the bota- 
nical garden^ which is by no means rich in rare 
and ciirious plants, but contains some beautiful 
specimens of the mimosa, and has a fine palm, 
and a banyan tree. 

I afterwards rod^ with some Portuguese gen- 
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ilBiKien Kso Partdla^a'piotureBqae epot among iSm 
infywntiM*Mj and in ifae 4wening adjoiMmed to tke 
haoBe of iSenhcr -^ — ^ who aiecewed me q9IBP* 
iecrufikly. Ilieise ware n^vesal ladias, wnd sum 
proSsamas of tke uniyfiraity, -wbcne inftnenflB 
cm society was perceptible in tlie iB^oved «nd 
iaileUectnal natuxe of 'Qxe convjerstttion. Sorsm 
genflemen of the party dimlt Yn&. interest fin 
the cliaisacter and polky of the late Mr. Caimiiig» 
but were fuUy possesfied by the belief thert Im 
death was solely attributable to poison^ adminis* 
tered to him by Ms political opponent. I en- 
deavoured to dkipal this delusion, bnt without 
success. 

The vacation extends through the mmaaa 
months, and the students were in conseiiaenod 
dispersed over the country ; a &w iK^ere, howevei^ 
still remaining in the university, preparing fitr 
their degree. They are generally eager poli* 
ticians ; but the only student with whom I be- 
oitEne acquainted discussed the critical quesrfioiSi 
of the time with an utter and almost ludicrous 
indiiSsrence to their £nal result : he was evi- 
deatly overflowing ivith Jiappinesi^ and wisely 
refiised to anticipate the angry paou^ans JBoad 
i^exatious difiappoiutments of latar life. 

On tlie 1st of September^ accompanied by the 
Juiz de Fora, and some Portuguese gentkmea 
Gsoraaected wiih the univeraity, I wisnt x>ver that 
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pile of ibuildiiig, and pfamed through several npai^ 
mm^ devoted jto tiie mstructiim 4ff yoadi. The 
eoiUection of safajeds for the jsrtady of natural likh 
tory is tolerably good, the obserrolory complete^ 
aadtheinBtrumenltB in perfect order: of these the 
greater number weore manufactured in London^ 
a&w only in Paris. The school whore ^bgrees 
ane ;conferred is Qld-&shianed ssnd picturesque, 
the ceiling is cmrionsly painted, and the walls sore 
iiungTound with portraits of the i^gs. There 
are six departmentB of instmotiQdi in this uni- 
vexsity; Haey compaKbe the canon law, the civil 
law, medicine, natural philosophy, and maithe* 
matics ; dxffieient degrees are taken in the respec- 
tive Taoolisss, the student generally applying him- 
self ifco the particular branch of study intended to 
£nrm the bans of his professional exertions in 
after^Hfe. Tim is ^perhaps an impsovemevt upon 
txxtt system of college education, wheore the same 
degree is talcen by all, without any reference 1k> 
the different nature of their fiiture oecupatiomu 
The Greek and Latin tongues are also taught at 
Coimbra, and moral philosophy, liistary, and the 
bdles lettres aa^e made subsidiary istudies to 'the 
iiigher lectures. Hie prevailing system of educa- 
tion was introduced by the Marquis of Pombal, 
who iqpoke with pride and pleasure of the reform 
effiected in the university dixring the period of his 
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administration, and even undertook a voyage from 
Lisbon to Coimbra, for the sole purpose of open- 
ing and sanctioning with his presence the new 
course of studies. 

In a former work upon Portugal, of a graver 
character, I have commended the policy of the 
Portuguese government in attaching the most 
influential persons in the university to their 
interests, by frequent promotion and honourable 
treatment ; some commanderies of the Order of 
Christ are annexed to the office of senior lecturer 
of mathematics and natural philosophy, while 
every cathedral throughout the kingdom is 
obliged by a papal bull to attach a certain num- 
ber of its prebendal stalls to the different facul- 
ties of the university, restricting them, however, 
to gentlemen belonging to the clerical profession. 
The most able law instructors in the university 
are often promoted to the highest tribunals of the 
kingdom ; the most eminent teachers of divinity 
and canon law to the bishoprics ; and the most 
skilful professors of medicine become physicians 
in ordinary to the Eling, an office which confers 
immediate distinction and ensures ultimate ad- 
vancement. The service of the university is 
therefore considered honourable, and even the 
provincial nobles are sometimes competitors for 
j» vacant lectureship. The expenses of tuition 
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are defrayed by the revenues of the university, 
and the students only pay a small sum for their 
board and lodging, and a few trifling fees. 

In the evening I visited the convent of Santa 
Cruz, and wandered for some time among its 
shady walks and fountains, its luxuriant hedges 
of cypress, and its ample reservoirs of water. 
The monks belonging to the order of St, Au- 
gustin, men for the most part of noble descent 
and of distinguished manners, are forbidden by 
the regulations of the monastery to appear on 
foot beyond their convent walls, and are often 
seen mounted on fine horses splendidly capari- 
soned. I spent my third and last evening at 
the house of Senhor ; the Senhora was sur- 
rounded by her little children, a pretty, dark-eyed 
race that had just begun to make my acquaint- 
ance. 

The olive abounds in the neighbourhood of 
Coimbra, and its oil is considered peculiarly good, 
and decidedly superior to that of Spain : the tree 
is, however, subject to a severe disease ; under 
the influence of the ferragem, or rust complaint, 
the leaves shrivel, the tree sickens, and bears little 
fruit. I have sometimes seen a whole wood 
afflicted with this disorder, for which no satisfac- 
tory remedy has been devised. Maize is culti- 
vated in this district to a great extent, and is 
made into a yellow bread, which the peasants eat 

n 
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im biTP qaaatities : it is also given as fodder to 
canle. 

Before I left Coimbra I rode to the Ponte das 
Lagriiiias^ and passed through a blooming gar- 
den, misnamed ' the garden of tears/ to the spot 
vliere the young and beautiful Inez de Castro 
was slain. A stream of the purest water gui;hes 
from the cliffy and glides along its deep red 
diannel; and this singular tint upon the stone 
lias led to the popular belief that murder has 
there left its indelible stain. There sat the guilt- 
less, unsuspecting Inez awaiting her princely hus- 
band; there she received the fatal wound; and 
over yon rude and ancient basin did the fair and 
the chivalrous resort in olden time to unite their 
tears over her early grave. The dark cypresses* 
waving over the fountain, the weeping willows 
that surround it, and the stream murmuring 
along its rocky bed, are admirably suited to the 
mournful tale. Some of those cypresses are of 
great antiquity, and probably witnessed her se- 
cluded happiness and her tragical fate. I quitted 
with regret a scene over which romance and 

* The cypress that grows in this ' garden of tears' is the Gu- 
presBUS Lusitanica, a tree of extreme beauty, and closely resem- 
bling in growth the cedar of Lebanon, though deeper in colour. 
It is so very unlike the common cypress, that I had at first no 
suspicion that it belonged to that class of trees. It was originally 
^ught from Goa to Busaco, but is now only found in perfection 
in the midland parts of Portugal : for it has dwindled in the neigh- 
Vimrhoodj)f Lisbon^ and is no longer to be seen in the Algarve. 
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poetry and old tradition have thrown their 
sweetest spell. 

Leaving the highway I rode towards Busaco^ 
to see the memorable field of battle, through 
mountain-passes^ finely crested with pines and 
abounding in every variety of the orchis tribe. I 
lost my way among the defiles, and did not easily 
regain it, being unaccompanied by my muleteer, 
who had started at an earlier hour; but after 
wandering for some time, exposed to an intoler- 
able sun, I reached the monastery of Busaco. I 
knocked long at the gate of the convent lodge 
before it was opened, and my first reception was 
ungracious enough, as the porter observed that 
arrivals were inconvenient at that hotir. I was so 
much exhausted by the heat that I could hardly 
keep my seat on horseback, and was not therefore 
disposed to be easily rebuffed, so compeDing the 
reluctant menial to inform the Prior of my arrival, 
and slowly following him through a fine wood of 
oak and pine, I reached the convent, a straggling 
edifice, completely embosomed in the forest. The 
Prior received me courteously, and placed some 
wine and salt fish before me, regretting he could 
not offer me better fare, as meat was strictly 
forbidden by the convent regulations. He after- 
wards led me to my cell, where I threw myself on 
the bed, too happy to enjoy an interval of repose. 
These monkish dormitories are most welcome to 

d2 
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the wearied traveller, from their coolness, their 
perfect cleanliness, and the total absence of the 
winged and creeping cannibals that infest the 
inns. I slept for some time, and awoke even 
more fatigued than when I first lay down. I 
frequently observed that, during the intense 
heats, the mid-day siesta was followed by a 
sense of increased exhaustion, nor were its in- 
vigorating effects fully experienced till after 
sunset. 

I now joined the friar ; and as he led me round 
the convent I was surprised at the unbroken 
silence that pervaded the place ; a silence which 
seemed rather to indicate a mansion of the dead 
than the social dwelling of a numerous brother- 
hood. This profound stillness was only inter- 
rupted by the echo of our footsteps, and the low 
iones of my conductor's voice. The long galle- 
ries were partially hung with black cloth, and the 
shadows of evening, fast stealing over them, gave 
birth to mingled feelings of melancholy and awe. 
The Prior afterwards explained to me the cause 
of this strange silence. The monks who inha- 
bited the convent were Carmelites, and their 
system was, to a great extent, modelled on that 
of La Trappe ; for, like the friars of that order, 
they are enjoined to observe perpetual silence, 
with the exception of the Prior and of an assistant 
brother, who acted as porter. 
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I discovered from subsequent accounts, what 
indeed I then suspected, that the inmates of this 
convent had generally entered their cheerless 
abode from feelings of blighted affection or mor- 
tified ambition, the most prolific sources of hu- 
man discontent. The system operated differently 
on different temperaments: a few had become 
reconciled to their altered mode of existence, 
others had sunk into a state of mental lethargy ; 
and many, after the lapse of a few years, were 
vainly anxious to quit their living tomb. Some 
had entered the order from an exalted spirit of 
religion : these had not drooped ; upheld by a 
powerful though misdirected principle, their minds 
resisted the pressure of external circumstancesr ; 
the business of this life was exchanged for visions 
of the next, and the want of active occiipation 
was supplied by the internal fire which supported 
while it consumed them. 

The Prior accompanied me to the entrance 
door, and kindly pressed me to pass the night at 
the convent; but I was anxious to proceed, 
"This spot is indeed delightful,*' I observed, 
as I wished him farewell. " It is, my Son," he 
replied, with the cold and melancholy smile 
of one who felt the truth of my remark, but 
had ceased to derive enjoyment from the objects 
of my admiration. As I mounted my horse, the 
last beams of the sun were setting, and the forest 
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trees ciist their lengthened shadows along the 
ground. A cross, the emblem of peace, was 
placed on a pedestal before the door. The 
beauty and seclusion of the spot appeared to 
have marked it out as peculiarly fitted for the 
enjoyment of tranquil happiness, but the mis- 
judging piety of man had robbed him of those 
temperate pleasures which nature had so lavishly 
prepared for his gratification. The oak and fern 
reminded me of the deep glades of England, and 
the majestic cypress of Portugal*, with its waving 
branches, impressed the scene with a character of 
Oriental grace: yet, even on such a calm and 
heavenly evening, the monks were not allowed to 
walk beneath the shade of their forest trees : so 
active and ingenious were the founders of this 
convent in devising methods to heighten the pri- 
vations of its inmates, as if the common course 
of human passions and anxieties did not render 
the cup which all must drink sufficiently bitter, 
without perverting the plainest dictates of com- 
mon sense to render it still more unpalatable. 

Having left the convent, I spen^ some time in 
examining the positions occupied by the armies. 
Busaco tells its own tale ; for the bold and pecu- 
liar character of the ground enables the traveller 
to follow, without difficulty, the history of that 

* Tlie Gupressus Lusitanica, to which I have already alluded. 
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eventful day. I arrived late in the evening at 
Meleahada. 

On the 3rd of September I hired a guide at 
Meleahada, to lead us through a pine forest of 
great extent, and so intricate that even the na* 
tives are sometunes bewildered by the multitude 
of tracks. Our guide attacked the friars with un- 
usual vehemence, and then broke forth ih favour 
of Dom Pedro, expressing great hostility to the 
Infant, whose expected appearance on the fron* 
tiers, at that time, kept the nation in suspense. 

I observed that the peasantry were more friendly 
to the Constitution in this district than in any 
other part of Portugal, probably from its vicinity 
to Coimbra. My guide said that the wood 
abounded in wolves, and desired me to observe 
the stump of a tree recently felled, telling me 
that a young man, assailed by three of those fe- 
rocious animals, had taken refuge in its branched^ 
and had afterwards cut it down, as a memorial 
of his escape, and in testimony of his gratitude. 
I thought this an odd mode of returning thanks, 
and tacitly determined never to endanger my 
safety for an inhabitant of Meleahada. Different 
nations have certainly different modes of express- 
ing their sense of services conferred: a Portu- 
guese fells a tree for the same reason that an 
Englishman would effectually protect it. 

I do not think that the inhabitants of southern 
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countries have generally much taste for picturesque 
beauty. I remember seeing a house^ not far 
from Cintra, overhung by one of the most mag- 
nificent cork-trees I ever beheld. I was standing 
opposite the windows^ admiring the fantastic 
beauty and amazing luxuriance of the tree^ when 
an old woman^ attracted by my earnest gaze, sal- 
lied forth, observing that I was perhaps desirous 
of taking the house ; and adding, that if the tree 
were an object of dislike, it could be felled im- 
mediately. Any old woman may be guilty of bad 
taste; but if the tree had been an object of ge- 
neral admiration in the neighbourhood, she would 
not have so utterly misunderstood my feeling. 

There is, generally speaking, far less beauty 
and distinction of costume in Portugal than in 
Spain, but the dress of the peasantry is unusu- 
ally rich in this part of the country. The men 
were attired in satin waistcoats richly figiured, 
and of a crimson colour ; some had handkerchie& 
tied round their heads, after the Oriental fashion^ 
but not in the graceful folds of the turban, as I 
have seen them worn in that paradise of the 
Christian world, tlie vale of Murcia : many of the 
boys, and some of the men, were dressed in a 
loose garment resembling in form, but not in 
beauty, the Highland kilt ; and a broad-brimmed 
hat, a red scarf, and a blue jacket, not worn but 
thrown over the shoulder, completes the provin- 
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cial dress. They also carry the pao or long pole« 
as in the neighbourhood of Lisbon. I met a 
young peasant bearing a pannier of grapes, upon 
which I made a vigorous attack, but no persua- 
sion would induce him to receive any recompense ; 
a total absence of mercenary feeling very frequent 
among the Portuguese labourers. 

Leaving Aveiro, we rode through a pretty coun- 
try ; the oak and olive abounded ; the vine climbed 
up the trees and hung down in rich festoons; 
sometimes a regular trellis-work was constructed 
overhead, and an early night produced by the 
dense foliage. But night itself was now closing 
in, and we soon lost our way amid a variety of 
tracks. In this part of the country the natives 
involve a stranger in frequent mistakes by their 
strange mode of directing him, which is invariably 
by reference to one of the four points of the com- 
pass. Now south-east, or north-west, may be a 
very poetical, but is a very puzzling mode of di- 
rection to a man travelling by night through a 
country with which he is totally unacquainted. 
Besides, the points of the compass are in some 
degree conventional with these honest folks : for 
they talked of our north and our west, which cer- 
tainly was not my north or my west, as I found 
to my cost, after sundry wanderings on that luck- 
less night. 

At length we stumbled on a cottage, and pre- 

d3 
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vailed on a peasant to show us the way to O var : he 
was lively, intelligent^ and dark as a mulatto; he 
had served under Dom Miguel when he commanded 
the army, and evidently regarded that Prince 
with very partial feelings. He observed tjiat he 
did not trouble himself with the subtle points 
that grew out of the question of the succesrfon, 
but thought Dom Miguel ought in justice' to 
ascend the throne, because he had* killed some 
bulls in a masterly manner, and had generously 
presented their bodies to the soldiery; a novel 
argument in the Infant's favour, which has proba- 
bly never yet suggested itself to any of his Royal 
Highnesses legal advisers. He also entered into 
some curious details respecting the customs of 
this part of the country. The priest requires an- 
nually a bushel of wheat from every married pair ; 
and be it further observed, the relative piety of 
the different parishioners is determined by the 
relative amount of the plums and good thing^ 
stuffed into these pascal offerings : he said that 
many of the clergy led dissolute lives, a natural 
consequence of their celibacy, .a system favour- 
able perhaps to the interests of the Papal See^ 
but decidedly injurious to general morals. By 
one of the church regulations, no priest is al- 
lowed to keep in his house, as a domestic, any 
woman under a certain age ; but I heard of an 
ingenious ecclesiastic who cheated his conscience 
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by retaining under his roof two beautiful women^ 
whose, united years did not exceed the age pre- 
scribed for one: so that the sum total were cor- 
rect he thought it mattered little how the amount 
were divided; like this manuscript^ which con- 
tains the same number of words, whether Mr. 
Murray swell it into two small volumes or com- 
press it into one. 

Late in the evening we entered Ovar, a long 
straggling town, in which I naturally concluded 
that some house of accommodation must exist ; 
but literally there was none. The Peninsula 
generally, although it may be said more of Spain 
than Portugal, aboimds in these strange incon- 
sistencies. I once stopped at a venta in Anda- 
lusia, which not only possessed the necessaries^ 
but many of the comforts of life. Meat and fowlsf, 
with tea, coffee, and chocolate, formed a sump- 
tuous bill of fare for a Spanish country inn: 
forks abounded, but when I called for a knife, I 
was told that no such implement was kept in the 
house, on a principle of self-preservation. The 
reason given was eminently Spanish; but in fact 
the road was chiefly frequented by smugglers, 
who live well, but always carry their own knives ; 
and this was the real cause of the deficiency. 

The same curious contradictions are occasion- 
ally foimd in the higher ranks. I remember 
sleeping at the house of a decayed noble, who 
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received me with the utmost hospitality. My 
sleeping apartment was, however, destitute of the 
most common conveniences of life ; my bed had 
no curtains, there was not a looking-glass, there 
was not a chair in the room. Such being the 
case, I was surprised, and somewhat amused, at 
seeing a menial, attired in a faded livery of green 
and gold, enter my apartment with much state, 
bearing a basin of massive silver, which he was 
himself compelled to hold, because there was no 
table on which he could place that ponderous relic 
of the departed splendour of the house. 

A quarter of a league from Ovar we reached 
the ne plus ultra of abominable inns. I had 
divided my journey badly, and often fell in ^vith 
worse accommodation than I should have found if 
I had adhered to the regular posts ; and, in this 
instance, I believe, I was the first person above 
the rank of a muleteer whom my friend the inn- 
keeper had ever entertained. As I arrived late, 
stale bread was my only supper, and straw my 
only bed. Growling dogs and famished cats 
contested the crumbs that fell from my board, 
and vermin sported around me in lively proiusion. 
My servant Antonio lost the keys of my trunk, 
and the muleteer his way. So closed the night. 

On the following day the road was sandy, and 
my progress slow. Soon after I left Ovar, I over- 
took a young woman, of great personal attrac- 
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tions> journeying to Oporto, attended by three 
servants. I greeted her, according to the custom 
of the country ; and as we were travelling on the 
same road, we naturally fell into a conversation^ 
which she kept up with liveliness and spirit. Her 
servants were barefooted : they wore a red sash, a 
laced jacket with rich silver buttons, a large hat, 
and ear-rings of solid gold. The ctirious mixture 
of familiar dialogue and goodnatured authority 
which characterized her intercourse with them re- 
vived classical associations, illustrated the simple 
manners of an earlier age, and seemed to realize 
the description of the Grecian dames amid their 
handmaids : other circumstances contributed to 
keep up the illusion. Her regular and noble fea- 
tures reminded me of those beautiful models of 
ancient art with which no modern sculpture can 
bear competition. Her costume might, in some 
degree, be considered classical, and was admirably 
adapted to set forth the faultless outline of her 
face. She stopped at a friend's house near Oporto, 
and we separated; but we afterwards renewed 
our acquaintance, and I heard from her own lips 
the story of her life — a simple but romantic tale. 
It is but short, for she was still very young. 

She became acquainted, at the early age of 
sixteen, with a young man, only a few years her 
senior, but greatly her superior in rank. Ac- 
quaintance gave birth to . attachment, and the 
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difficulties which prevented their union height- 
ened that feeling into the most ardent love. Her 
lover's family contemplated the possibility of such 
an event with dread ; but her father encouraged 
their intercourse and the plighted couple met, 
every evening, under the shade of the garden 
fig-tree, and exchanged vows of eternal fidelity. 
The impetuous but resolute attachment of her 
young admirer at length appeared to overcome 
the opposition of his family ; and he arrived one 
evening at the trysting place in»'high spirits, and 
entertaining sanguine hopes. They spent a few 
delightful hours in the fiill enjoyment of recipro- 
cal confidence, and separated with the belief that 
they would speedily be united, to part no more ; 
but from that hour they never met again, either 
in sorrow or in joy. Her lover's father, anxious 
to avert from his family the disgrace of an un- 
equal alliance, had appeared to relent^ for the 
purpose of executing his designs with greater 
facility. He had already conferred with the civil 
authorities, and that very night his son was 
arrested, and conveyed to a place of strict con- 
finement, where he was seized with an infectious 
fever, of which he died in a few days, in spite of 
every exertion to save him. 

She married two years afterwards, and con- 
fessed to me that she was perfectly happy. A 
prior attachment sometimes continues to exist in 
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a woman's mind long after marriage ; but, except 
in a person of very deeply-rooted affections, rarely 
survives the birth of a child : from that hour the 
current of her thoughts becomes clianged; new 
duties, new feelings, new hopes arise, to banish 
former regrets, and 

" She who lately loved the best, 
Forgets she loved at all." 

I observed in my pretty heroine a striking 
instance of those sudden bursts of quick and 
sensitive feeling which seem inherent in the 
southern temperament. Although she spoke of 
her first ill-fated lover with calmness, almost with 
indifference, and confessed that she had long 
ceased to regret the difficulties which prevented 
their union : yet once, as she dwelt upon past 
scenes, and recalled a thousand instances of his 
boyish devotion, her voice changed, her dark 
eyes filled with tears, and her whole soul seemed 
to revert, with undiminished affection, to the 
object of her early love. Her emotion was but 
transient; yet I am convinced that, while it 
lasted, she would have renounced every earthly 
tie to be restored to him who had been the first 
to win her affections, and was then mouldering in 
the grave. 

As I approached Gporto, the liveliness of the 
national character became very perceptible : the 
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women delighted in jest and repartee, and some- 
times carried their facetious humour to a very 
inconvenient extent, by misdirecting me on my 
road. Good-nature, however, ultimately pre- 
vailed, and they always apprized me of the mistake 
into which they had led me after I had proceeded 
a few steps in the wrong direction : but this kind 
of raillery, tolerably diverting in the fair sex, was 
positively offensive when practised by the men. 
As I passed through a little village, I saw a 
woman standing in the street, wringing her 
hands, and pouring forth the wildest lamenta- 
tions. I inquired into the cause of her grief, and 
heard that thieves had broken into her house 
during her absence. The poor woman suspected 
that she had been robbed of all her little trea- 
sure, but had not courage to ascertain the extent 
of her loss. As no saving-banks, or institutions 
of that kind, exist in Portugal, the peasants either 
hoard their earnings in strong boxes, or lay them 
out in purchasing golden trinkets, of which they 
are passionately fond : so that a successful attack 
upon then' cottages may deprive them of the little 
store which they have accumulated by years of 
industrious exertion. The handsome ear-rings 
and chains of solid gold, worn by women among 
the lower classes, excited my surprise, till I dis- 
covered that they regularly invest their money 
in the acquisition of these ornaments : so that, by 
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an unusual combination^ the increase of the family 
wealth, and the gratification of their taste for 
personal decoration, go hand in hand; and as 
these trinkets are generally of solid gold, and 
made with little regard to fashion, their value is 
easily ascertained, and they are converted into 
cash without difficulty. 

At length I reached Oporto, an ancient and 
very picturesque town: the streets, with a few 
noble exceptions, are narrow, and the houses high 
and ornamented with handsome balconies. That 
part of the city which overhangs the Douro is 
strikingly beautiful, the river itself is fine and 
clear, and the banks bold, and partially wooded. 
The concourse of people was so great at Oporto 
when I arrived, that I passed from inn to inn, 
and from one extremity of the city to the other, 
without being able to procure an apartment. 
The absence of any furnished lodgings shows the 
little progress which this great city has made in 
some of the most essential comforts of life, while 
in other respects it has rapidly advanced in the 
career of civilization. At length I obtained a bed- 
room, though not a sitting-room, at the house of 
a mulatto, where, as I entered, a large party, of a 
mixed character, was collecting round the table 
d'hote. There were two Germans : one seemed 
well informed, and so, I suspect, was the other ; 
but as he abused me in the Portuguese language. 
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with which he supposed me thoroughly unac- 
quainted, I will not dilate upon his merits. 

I chanced to sit next a mild and intelligent 
Englishman, Mr. Waterhouse, who had resided 
many years in PortugaL The conversation 
turned on recent events. The retirement of 
Count Saldanha, the disturbances which followed 
his resignation, the measures adopted in conse- 
quence by Sir Thomas Stubbs, and his recall from 
the government of Oporto, were circumstances 
which excited the public mind at that time in a 
very high degree, and were discussed with 
unusual warmth. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Count and Countess of Villa Flor — Portuguese society — Effect of 
the recent changes on the Portuguese Character — Author leaves 
Oporto — ^Tremeodous Storm — Fall of Locusts — Description of 
the Traz os Montes — ^The Valentoines — Feudal manners of the 
Nobles — Dinner at the Capitan Mor— Character and Man- 
sion of the venerable Senhor Joaquim — Lamego — 'Hospitality 
of Senhor Ferreira — Superstition of the Enchanted Mooress — 
Return to Oporto. 

Count Villa Flob, since that time become Duke 
of Terceira^ had assumed the government of 
Oporto a few days before I reached that city; 
and, on my arrival, kindly offered me apart- 
ments in his house, and the use of his stud, — a 
hospitality characteristic of the Portuguese, but 
particularly distinguishing this generous noble, 
whose liberality was proverbial both at Lisbon 
and Oporto. I declined his offer ; but, establish- 
ing myself at the neighbouring inn of Batalha, 
became almost an inmate of his house during 
my long residence at Oporto. His staff con- 
sisted of Don Carlos, brother of the Marquis of 
Fronteira, Major Bernardo Sa, now Viscount Sa 
da Bandeira, his brother Narcisso, and Major 
Mendez. He introduced me to the Countess 
Villa Flor, a daughter of the ancient house of 
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Tjov16, and descended from the far-famed and 
illustrious line of the Mendozas. 

The Louie family were originally of British 
origin^ and are said to have sprung from an 
English knight of the name of Rollim, who led 
his vassals to the siege of Lisbon, distinguished 
himself in the service of Alphonso the First, and 
was rewarded by a grant of land, after the cap- 
ture of that city. The Countess was only in 
her nineteenth year, and in the first bloom of 
that uncommon beauty which drew down the 
applause of every Portuguese, and afterwards 
excited the admiration of English society. But 
although the Countess was still so young, she 
had experienced both hardship and danger amid 
the turbulent dissensions of her native country. 
During the last few years the great had been pecu- 
liarly exposed to severe vicissitudes, yet these she 
had encountered with a firmness extraordinary in 
one so young, so delicate, and so little calculated, 
by birth or station, to mix in revolutionary scenes. 
Her childhood had been clouded by the ruthless 
assassination of her noble father ; she had after- 
wards accompanied her husband to a desolate 
prison : she now filled the brilliant position which 
she was born to occupy, and was so well fitted to 
grace; but before a year had revolved, the star of 
her destiny had declined, and she was again an 
exile fi'om her native land. 
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The military government of Oporto, always an 
important trust, was of vital consequence in the 
actual state of Portugal. Two powerful factions 
at that time disputed the political arena, viewed 
each other with hatred and suspicion, and threat- 
ened to disturb the tranquillity of the city. By 
strict impartiality in the discharge of his public 
duties, and by an equal and well-judged hospi- 
tality to men of all parties. Count Villa Flor 
secured the affection of the inhabitants, and miti- 
gated those feuds which lay too deep to be eradi- 
cated. The mere circumstance of official rank 
confers great consideration in Portugal; but in 
the person of Count Villa Flor it was united to 
high birth and previous reputation ; and although 
some individuals kept aloof, from party feelings, 
the elite of Oporto crowded to his house, and to 
his box at the Opera. In the morning the Count 
and Countess rode out, accompanied by their 
staff; and I frequently joined them in (heir 
excursions to the beautiful environs of Oporto. 
In the evening I generally found several persons 
assembled at their house ; or if, by chance, there 
was no addition to the family circle, I was not 
less cordially welcomed, and the hours passed 
away in lively conversation. 

That I may not hereafter interrupt the thread 
of my narrative, when it becomes more eventful, 
I will now insert a few remarks on the Portuguese 
character, and on the nature of Portuguese 
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society ; premising only that they are somewhat 
premature in this part of my work, as I had not 
formed such conclusions till after a long residence 
at Lisbon and Oporto. 

If I could direst myself of every national 
partiahty, and suppose myself an inhabitant of 
the other hemisphere, travelling solely for my 
amusement, noting men and manners, and were 
asked in what country society had attained its 
most polished form, I should say, in Portugal: 
this perfection of manner is perhaps most appre- 
ciated by an Englishman, when seen in that 
portion of the aristocratic class which has 
adopted in minor points the refinements of the 
first European society, and has retained the 
spirit, while it has in some degree dropped the 
exaggerated ceremonial of the old Portuguese 
courtesy. Portuguese politeness is delightful, 
because it is by no means purely artificial, but 
flows in a great measure from a natural kindliness 
of feeling. 

A Portuguese has a real repugnance to wound 
the feelings of the humblest individual, and 
sedulously avoids any expression which can pos- 
sibly have that effect ; not only because it is ill- 
bred, but because the act of inflicting pain on 
another is disagreeable to himself. A Portuguese, 
possessed of strong sarcastic talent, will seldom 
direct it, however veiled, against any individual 
present, and will use the utmost circumlocution 
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in conveying an unpleasant truth. Even if lie be 
aware that the person with whom he is actually 
conversing is in the act of deceiving him, he 
often disguises his knowledge of the fact from 
his apprehension of wounding the feelings of the 
deceiver ; or if such a man be too worthless for 
consideration, from the fear of grieving his 
kindred: to such an extent is their politeness 
carried. It may occasionally exceed the proper 
bounds ; but still the general influence of these 
delicate and considerate feelings is highly bene- 
ficial to society, which in Portugal resembles a 
vessel impelled by a favouring breeze over a calm 
sea, yet undisturbed by any displeasing inequa- 
lity of motion. 

The restless feeling so often perceptible in 
English society hardly exists in Portugal : there 
are no ardent aspirations after fashion ; there is 
little prepared wit in Portuguese society, and no 
one talks for the mere purpose of producing an 
effect, but simply because his natural taste leads 
him to take an active part in conversation. In 
spite of manners apparently artificial, society is 
more unaffected in Portugal than superficial ob- 
servers would at first suppose. Dandyism is un- 
known among their men, and coquetry, so com- 
mon among Spanish women, is little in vogue 
among the fair Portuguese. They do not pos- 
sess, to the same extent, the heady passions and 
romantic feelings of their beautiftil neighbours. 
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but they are softer, more tractable, and equally 
afiectionate. Even when they err, the aber- 
rations of a married Portuguese never spring 
firom fashion or caprice, seldom from vanity, and, 
however culpable, are always the result of real 
preference. 

Certainly, with some exceptions, the women are 
not highly educated ; they feel little interest in 
general subjects, and consequently have little 
general conversation. A stranger may at first 
draw an unfavourable inference as to their natu- 
ral powers, because he has few subjects in common 
with them; but when once received into their 
circle, acquainted with their friends, and initiated 
in the little intrigues that are constantly playing 
along the surface of society, he becomes de^ 
lighted with their liveliness, wit, and ready per- 
ception of character. The best society in England 
is perhaps the best in the world, because it com- 
bines civilization of manner with cultivation of 
mind ; but, without reference to intellectual cul • 
ture, the last finish of polished breeding distin- 
guishes, perhaps in a still greater degree, the 
higher orders of Portugal. I speak only of the 
higher orders, for their superiority of manner over 
the middling classes is more strongly marked 
than even in England. There is little percep- 
tible difierence of manner between the diflFerent 
grades of society in Paris ; but though this uni- 
formity prevails in revolutionized, it was, I 
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Buspect^ unknown to refined and aristocratid 

France. 

' This characteristic politeness of the Portu-* 

guese does not 

« ___« only play 
Through life's more cultured paths, and charm the way," 

but the kindliness of heart from which it flows 
tatends to all classes and affects all relations : it 
appears in the intercourse of the higher with thd 
middling and lower orders^ and softens the natu-* 
tal jealousy arising from the distinctions of rank. 
An English gentleman, unprovided at the mo^ 
ment with money, sends a beggar to the devil : 
the Sovereign of Portugal calls him his brother, 
and regrets that he has nothing to offer him* 
Such details may appear trivial, but are really 
important ; because these gentle and considerate 
manners have promoted a kindly feeling in the 
people towards their superiors, and have greatly 
contributed to mitigate the bitter sense of actual 
privation. The pride of the Portuguese Fidalgos 
is chiefly directed against each other, and usually 
relates to their family alliances. A Puritano or 
Fidalgo, who traces a purely noble descent from 
the earliest times, is supposed to form an unequal 
alliance when he unites himself to the scion of any 
house, however illustrious, if not also a Puritano 
by descent. The higher will not ally themselves 
to the inferior nobles, and these again will form 

E 
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BO e<mnexion vith tbe commcmftUy ; but ptece^ 
dency of rank is occasionally superseded in publie 
opinion by aniient birth; and some untitled fa- 
milies have constantly refused to marry into the 
houses of particular 6raadees> because their own 
descent is tmquestio&ably more antient^ and there- 
fore considered more illustrious. 

If thfi nobles are kindly disposed* the people 
are, generally speakings extremely loyal, litUe in« 
dined to violence» easily led, susceptiUe of kind* 
9084, and patient under many privationB: their 
virtues flow from their native goodness of dispo* 
silion^ their vices are> in some degree, atinbutaUe 
to the system under which they have lived. The 
overwhelming ^tent o£ the regal prerogative, 
which could deprive the highest noble of has 
birthright by an exertion of power, — and the cor« 
mpt administration of justice^ which could impo« 
verish its victim by an act oiB law, — are abuses 
which^ in the towns at least, gave rise to habits 
of refined dissimulation as the only safeguard 
against powerM oppression. In England, during 
the reign of Henry VIII., when the dispensatioa 
of justice was venal, and the power of the execu- 
tive practically uncontrolled, the degradation of 
the national character was strongly manifested in 
the corruption of our juries and the servility of 
our parliaments. In those prostituted assemblies 
neither, unoffeading innocence nor undoubted in- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Cfl. 111.] POLICY. OF WW PEDRO. 76 

icgriiy were of aay avail against the xoyal ]tai- 
mre ; and the popykr finrma, which ihoold hsve 
guarded the popular liberties^ beeame onkf tat 
additional ^igine of tjFxannj in the hands of an 
cppressire sovereign. Even in Sir Bobert Wal- 
pole's time, when the sci^tce of goremm^it had 
undergone a total change^ when influence had 
superseded prerogative, the politieal honesty of 
public men was at a low ebb indeed : a century 
of good laws and settled govemmeM have gr»- 
dually raised the British character to its present 
standard : it only improved with the improve- 
ment of our institutkms ; and I know not vdiy 
the Portuguese, who naturally possess so many 
excellent qualities, should not attain the same 
moral elevEtion undar an amelkrated govern* 
ment. 

But I am far from thinking that the pbEcy 
pursued after Don Pedro's triumphant return to 
Lisbon, in 1834, was calculated to effect an im- 
provemcsit in the character of the people. A 
government that owes its existence to the pqpular 
pi'ineiple must not trench upon the popular pro- 
judices of the nation ; a government that professes 
to raise the standard of the national morality, and 
to inculcate better and higher principles of action, 
must itself be strictly just; but neither justice 
nor policy were consulted when the privil^es.of 
the Peers were invaded, when the convents were 

e2 
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•desecrated, and when those sacred stipulations 
were violated which pretended to secure to the 
dispossessed monks a pension for life. The cruel 
treatment of the priesthood has exercised a most 
•unfavourable influence on the character of the 
peasantry : that unsophisticated peasantry, which 
possessed many of the noble qualities without the 
sanguinary spirit of the Spaniard, and were, till 
recently, a loyal and contented race, have become 
•generally disaffected to the government; and, 
outraged by the injuries inflicted upon a Church 
they love and revere, are, even now, in some 
parts of the country, armed against the crown; 
are living by a system of rapine, from which they 
would have lately shrunk with horror; and, con- 
47ary to all their previous habits, are feeding 
upon the life-blood of their country. 

Before I pass on to other scenes, I must take 
this opportunity of returning my best thanks to 
Mr. Crispin, the British Consul at Oporto, who 
hospitably offered me apartments at his house, and 
showed me every attention during my residence 
in that city; to my banker, Mr. Kingston, and to 
the gentlemen of the Factory, of whose civilities I 
am highly sensible ; to my friend Mr. Whitely, 
the Chaplain of Oporto, a gentleman of great and 
Taried talent, I am peculiarly indebted, not only 
for the pleasant hours which I spent in his society, 
but for many vahiable facts connected with the 
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state of Portugal^ which he communicated to me 
during our frequent rambles in the neighbour-- 
hood. 

On the 12th of October, the anniversary of* 
Don Pedro's birth. Count Villa Flor reviewed 
the troops, who were well equipped, went through 
their evolutions admirably, and received the an- 
nouncement of the charter with loud '' Vivas !'* I 
put on my uniform of the Somersetshire yeo-' 
manry, and accompanied him to the field, where 
I observed to one of the oflScers, ^* These regi- 
ments are well affected to the Emperor." ''Yes," 
he replied, "but will they send forth these loyal 
shouts when another year brings round another 
12th of October ?" At that moment the standard 
happened to fall. *' This omen is not propitious 
to your cause,^' I replied, laughingly. Before a 
year had elapsed, the officers then present were 
dispersed, their gallant chief exiled, and the 
constitution had ceased to exist. In the evening 
Count Vaia Flor gave a grand dinner to the 
officers, the Colonels of militias, the judges, and 
the deputies. He proposed Don Pedro's health, 
and afterwards that of the King of Great Britain 
and Ireland, a toast which was drunk with ap- 
plause, and for which I returned thanks. 

The opera box was crowded to excess on that 
night, although many of the leading Miguelites, 
or Corciindas, as they were then called, were- 
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absent. When Count Villa Flor again pro* 
posed Don Pedro, the. audience stood up, and a 
scene of stormy enthusiasm ensued; the shouts 
were repeated again and again by the men, and 
the fair sex leant over the boxes, waving their 
white handkerchiefs in token of their zealous 
adherence to the cause of their Imperial master. 

I was rather amused at hearing, on my return 
to the inn, that I had been the subject of several 
bets during the day. As my uniform was of a 
different colour from the Portuguese, and hap- 
pened to be very conspicuous, my appearance oa 
the field excited surprise. I was not a native it 
was clear ; the country of my birth, in conse- 
quence, became a matter of debate among some 
idlers, and several bets were made on the sub- 
ject Spain was taken against the field l^ many, 
who called at the inn where I resided to ascertain 
the point, and returned to their respective homes 
very wrathful with the guiltless object of th«r 
unsuccessful wager. 

The vintage was now commencing, and as I 
had long intended to explore the wine district, 
which appears to its greatest advantage during- 
that season, I quitted Oporto. Count YiUa Flor 
gave me letters to the Governor of the district, 
and to the principal persons in the northern 
provinces, and my friend Major Bernardo Sa 
ateoompanied me a little way on my journey. 
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Tills yocmg' officer^ who has since risen toliigli 
dbtmction, was even then Temmrkable fot the 
extent of his infonnation and the decision of 
his character ; the most nsefiil quality a man can 
possess in unsettled times*. Distinguished for 
his gallant exertions in Ae civil war which had 
desolated the Trazos Montes, his conduct in the 
following year proved thai the same high spirit 
had not forsaken him under adverse circnm- 
stances* Our firiendship was formed at Oporto^ 
and confirmed at Lisbon; and I diall hereafter 
aUnde to a curious and somewhat romantic ad- 
venture which occurred at a later period^ and in 
which we were both engaged. 

On leaving Oporto, I rode on through a 
valley, abounding in com and wild grapes, to 
Peaafiel, a town of some consideration, which 
gives its name to the Count of Penafiel, a Peer 
of the reahn. The commanderies enjoyed bj 
this noble were annexed in perpetuity to his 
house, an unusual deviation from the general 
practice. On the following morning I observed 
sevmral Uocks of granite on one of the heists 
above the road; and bom their ritoation, and 
from the regularity <^ their position, I eoncdve 
Hbemx to be the remains of some antient structure 
resCTibling our Druidical temples. 

Passing s. large block of stone, upon which' 

* He is now Minister of Marine. 
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a mitre was rudely carved to mark the boundary 
of some convent lands, I struck across a wild 
mountain-tract. There I beheld a natural exhi* 
bition of the most awful kind. The extreme and 
long-continued heat that prevailed in Portugal 
during the summer of 1827, was> I believe, 
almost unparalleled : the vines were everywhere 
injured, in some places destroyed, and the agri- 
culture had universally suffered ; but during the 
last two days an evident change had taken place, 
the weather was becoming more temperate, and 
clouds of a leaden hue were gradually collecting 
from all points of the horizon. They must have 
concentrated their strength during the night of 
the 26th, for on the following morning the sky 
resembled a great sea of ink ; deep black masses' 
overhung our heads, gradually sinking lower and. 
lower, and a faint moaning wind alone inter- 
rupted the heavy repose that had settled upon 
the face of the earth- At length the storm 
burst; not ushered in by any light showers, 
not even by any warning-drops, but descending 
at once and vertically, in sheets of water, as if 
hurled by an offended God against a world which 
he had resolved to submerge again. 

I had never seen so fierce a conflict of the ele- 
ments. Those hills, a few minutes before, so dea->; 
titute of water that I should have hailed with 
pleasure the most trifling rill, now resounded 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CH. III.] TREMENDOUS STORM* 81 

with the roar of a thousand torrents raslun§f 
impetuously into the valley ; and my path« which 
led along a natural channel between two rocks^ 
at once became the main artery that received 
ihese tributary streams. A$ the water was rising 
fast, and every moment assumed more the cha- 
racter of a raging torrent, I endeavoured to 
escape from its vortex by turning my mule and 
retracing my steps ; but the strength of thd 
current and the terror of the animal, when re^^ 
quired to stem it, rendered this manoeuvre im- 
practicable, and I was therefore obliged to con<» 
tinuc my amphibious journey till I foimd an 
outlet. 

. Having extricated myself from this master^ 
flood, I became involved with the lesser streams^ 
that, dashing around me, tumbling from crag 
to crag, and crossing each other in all direction8> 
presented a magnificent sCene of uproar and con* 
fusion. I called to the muleteer and Antoniov 
who had lingered in the rear, to warn them 
from the main channel, which might have been 
dangerous to them, and would probably havd 
been fatal to the loaded mules, but my shouts 
were drowned in the voice of many waters. 
Some of our luggage was carried off, and had 
the inundation continued we must have lost thd 
vrliole ; btit fortunately the sky relented, iii 
mercy to a country which had so long withered 

£3 
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imder its bnming eje, and was now vkited by 
a still more tremendous infliction. 

I entered the inn at Amarante in a dol^l 
plight, and creeping into a comer by the kitchen* 
fire fell £et8t asleep ; in little mgre than an hour 
the muleteer made his appearance. After a rea- 
sonable interval I wished to renew my journey, 
but the outcry was so great, that I gave way 
to public opinion, which assailed me in the shape 
of soaked and mutinous domestics. 

Speaking of natural exhibitions, a fall of locusts 
is, beyond all comparison, the most awful I have 
ever seen, and I may perhaps be excused for di- 
gressing from the immediate thread of my narra- 
tive to give my readers some account of that 
dreadfiil scourge, which is considered in eastern 
imd southern countries' the most unfailing mani- 
festation of the wrath of God. Travelling along 
the western coast of Africa, I once beheld this 
terrible infliction. These creatures fell in thou- 
sands and ten thousands around us and JXjpon us, 
on the sands along which we were riding, and 
on the sea that was beating at our feet: yet we 
were removed from their most oppressive in- 
fluence ; for a few hundred yards to our right, 
darkening the air, the great innumerable host 
came on slowly and steadily, adviemcing in a direct 
line and in a mighty moving column. The Ml of 
locusts from this central column was so great, 
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tbat when a cow^ directly under the line of flight 
attempting ineffectnally to gnoe in the fields ap- 
proached her mouth to the grass, there rose im* 
medkitelyso dense a swarm that her head was 
for the moment aknost concealed &om sight ; and 
as she moved along, bewildered by this worse 
than Egyptian plague, donds of locusts rose up 
under her feet, visible even at a distance, a^ 
clouds of dust when set in motion by the wind on 
a stormy day. At the extremity of the field I 
saw the husbandmen bending over their staffii, 
and gazing with hopeless eyes upon that host of 
death which swept like a destroying angel over 
the land, and consigned to ruin all the prospects 
of the year ; for wherever that column vringed its 
flight, beneath its withering influence the golden 
glories of the harvest perished, and the leafy 
honours of the forest disappeared. There stood 
those ruined men, silent and motionless, over- 
whehned with the magnitude of their calamity, 
yet conscious of their utter inability to control it; 
while, farther on, where some woodland lay in the 
immediate line of the advancing column, heath 
set on fire, and trees kindling into a blaze, testi- 
fied the general horror of a visitation which the 
iK-fated inhabitants endeavoured to avart by such 
a frightful remedy. They believed that the smoke 
arising from the burning forest, and ascending 
into the air, would impede the direct march of the 
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eolumn^ throw it into confusion^ drive the locOsf^ 
out to sea^ and thus deliver the country from 
their desolating presence. 

It was an awful> and indeed a painful scenes 
and I shall never forget it. Yet, perhaps, there 
was not one of those whose blighted fortunes I 
then commiserated who would not have consi« 
dered my assassination well pleasing to their 
God, and few, perhaps, who would have scrupled 
to attack me, as a Christian dog, if I had been 
unarmed and unattended by a trusty band. 

I was now detained for the rest of the day at 
Amarante, a town so called from the flower of 
that name, after the poetical fashion of the land* 
To beguile the time I visited an officer for whom 
r had letters, and found him playing at cards in 
a miserable apartment ; he offered to show me the 
''Uons," and we ascended together a neighbouring 
hill. In the valley below there had been some hard 
fighting between the Imperialists under Count 
Villa Flor, and the MigueUtes commanded by 
Don Antonio Silveira, who were finally routed and 
driven back to the western wilds of the Trazoa 
Montes. Traces of the conflict were still visible 
on the surrounding buildings and in the broken 
windows of an adjoining convent, where I visited 
the monks, who showed me the interior of the 
edifice. Their gardens, striking only from some 
fine light-coloured cedar trees, were neglected, and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



en. m.1 ASCEKT OF THE MAltON. 85 

fliAny parts of tBe btiflding were in a miserably 
lapidated state ; but the friars pleaded in excuse 
their diminished revenues^ and said they had is 
consequence greatly reduced their numbers. From 
the windows of a monk*s cell we enjoyed a magni*^ 
ficent view of the mountains, covered with wood, 
sloping down to the Tamega, a noble stream. In 
the evening we adjourned to the bouse of Dom 
Tavera. He was a fine old noble, and had two 
daughters, both agreeable, and one very pretty: 
the youngest sang some of her native melodies 
with taste and feeling. She observed, archly, that 
she could not speak French ; but I suspect she 
Only feigned ignorance for the purpose of hearing 
my Portuguese, which was a ludicrous mixture of 
the two Peninsular languages. She was lively and 
amusing, and asked me many questions about 
English society. 

On the 28th I began the ascent of the Maron, 
accompanied by the Colonel, my friend of the pre- 
vious day, and an escort, a necessary precaution 
against the last insurgent Guerilla, still Ungering 
amongst the recesses of that savage pass. At 
the end of the first stage, a soldier gave the 
Colonel a list of the rebels, by which it appeared 
that a priest commanded the troop, with a sur*' 
geon for his lieutenant^ who ofiiciated in a double 
eapadty, and dispensed his blows and his medi-* 
dues with equal success. When we had reached 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



86 TRAZOS MONTES, [CH. UL 

a considerable heijght the Colonel's horse beeinne 
suddenly averse to any forther prolongation di 
the journey, and after some unequivocal symptoms 
of dissatisfaction, turned round and trotted back 
with his master. 

I was now entering the Trasos Montes, a pro-^ 
vince inhabited by a very peculiar people, restless, 
intrepid, and aspiring, the only part of the native 
population which has retained its original char 
racter, unaffected by the lapse of centuries; a 
fine manly race, possessing the savage virtues in 
perfection, the first to act, and the last to submit : 
they are the Catalans of Portugal. The spirit of 
the age has respected their moimtain barriers, no 
modern refinements have enfeebled their native 
hardihood, and they still differ in manners, feeUng, 
and even in external appearance, from their coun^ 
trymen, and from the rest of the European com«» 
munity. The great insurrection, then recently 
appeased, had originated partiy in a real affec-* 
tion for the antient system, and partly in a spirit 
of exaggerated attachment to the Silveira family: 
so deep was their devotion to that ill-fated house, 
that those priests who were opposed to the revolt 
could not restrain their excited parishioners, over 
whose minds their slightest word had generally 
the force of law. Yet the Marquis de Chaves, 
the dliief of the Silveiras, was not a man of very 
vigorous intellect; but his father had been emi- 
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nently loved and respected throngliout the pro* 
Tince, and he succeeded to the hereditary in- 
fluence. The people had been undoubtedly im- 
pelled by the most genuine enthusiasm^ and they 
fought under the banner of that chivalrous house 
with a gallantry which claimed the praise^ and 
obtained the respect, of every candid opponent. 
The prevailing spirit was still decidedly hostile 
to the constitution, and they were writhing under 
a sense of recent defeat and actual humiliation ; 
but these feelings had been greatly mitigated by 
the wise and humane policy of the conquerors. 

During the Catalan Revolution in 1822, the 
laurels of the Spanish Constitutionalists were 
soiled in blood, not in the blood of men fairly 
slain on the field of battle, but massacred coldly 
and deliberately after the victory had been ob- 
tained ; massacred because they had fought for 
that falling monarchy which from their earliest 
years they had been taught to revere, because 
they had struggled to maintain privileges inhe- 
rited from their ancestors, and abrogated with an 
insolent disregard to the feelings of a whole po- 
pulation ; but more than all, because, as sons of 
Catalonia, they would not tamely permit the ex- 
tinction of her cherished name, which the Spanish 
Cortes, those foes to every great and ancient re* 
eollection, would have blotted out of the map of 
Spain. But in Portugal the Constitutional leaders 
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of 1827 remembered^ even in the hour of triumph/ 
that their defeated opponents were feflow-coun* 
trytoen and brothers. 

I had now almost ascended the Maron: the- 
surrounding heights were bold and bleak, and 
partially seen through the mists that were rapidly 
hurrying over them. These mountains are comi- 
posed of granite^; and their summits wholly desti- 
tute of trees : the vegetation, at all times scantyj 
had been so completely burnt by a recent fire, 
that the ground was black for many miles, a 
circumstance which increased the natural gloom 
of the scene, and invested the mountain with 
an awful and almost funereal character. The 
Trazos Montes is still the favorite land of the 
Valentoines, a race of men that have much de- 
clined in numbers. These Valentoines are bravos 
inhabiting the wildest parts of the country, known 
to each other by certain signs, and to the neigh- 
bourhood by their fearful reputation : they style 
themselves r^dressers of wrongs, and some indeed 
are honourable, though misguided spirits, acting 
in defiance of law, yet true to an erroneous system 
of imagined right. But the majority have dege» 
nerated into common ruffians, whose pride is to 
perform any feat however hazardous, and execute 
any crime, however heinous, with greater spirit 
and address than other men. In parts of the 
Trazos Montes they form almost a separate clasSy 
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and defeat the ends of justice by terrifying wit-. 
Besses and intimidating or corrupting the local 
authorities. Fidelity to their employers is per«^ 
haps their only redeeming virtue. These bravos 
were formerly dependant on certain nobles^ whose 
mandates they fulfilled with a devotion bordering 
upon heroism, and in return enjoyed their counte- 
nance and support. The extent to which a noble 
eould protect them was long considered a fair cri-f 
terion of his personal influence; and the number 
attached to the service of his house was a point 
of honour jealously observed. This system pre-: 
vailed in the Trazos Montes and in parts of the 
Entre Minho; and although the altered man* 
ners of the age and the improved character of 
the provincial nobles have dissolved that sys- 
tematic connexion, there still exists a strong 
feeling of protection on one hand, and attachment 
on the other. 

. In these wild districts the stately manners 
which characterized the nobility of the feudal 
inrorld are still sometimes retained among the. 
£similies of the great. I have said that a strong 
feeling of vassalage exists in their dependants ; 
a haughty sense of superior birth divides these 
nobles from the rest of society; even in the 
bosom of their own families, and where their 
nearest affections are engaged, a solemn and 
somewhat unbending spirit marks their social 
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babits; indeed^ where the old ancestral forms ate 
kept up in their ancient rigonr^ the children of 
ihe house inhabit separate apartments in the dk* 
tant wings of the old rambling mansion^ and, long 
after the period erf adolescence has elapsed, re- 
ceive on bended knees the blessings of their 
parents: they are not permitted to take their 
meals at the same board with their parents, and 
must not, in their presence, remain uncovered, or 
even sit down withmt express permission. But 
although the familiar habits of modem life have 
not invaded those ancient and patriarchal halls, 
still, where these forms, the legacy of a primitive 
and wholly different age, are thus inflexibly main- 
tained, it may be observed that the essence of 
the old Portuguese honour is, generally speaking, 
preserved equally inviolate, and the slightest 
fiilsehood or deceit is held in generous disdain. 

But however strict the forms occasionally main- 
tained, in these antiquated establishments, be- 
tween parent and child, a graduated subordina=* 
tion of respect appears to pervade the household; 
a similar homage is exacted by the children from 
fhose beneath them, and a similar state observed; 
In many great families, the young lady of the 
house, even when she merely goes out to take the 
air, is preceded by the Escudeiro, or shield- bearer 
of the family ; though he now no longer carries 
the shield, but only walks a few paces in advance 
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of ids charge^ Tnth a solemn and measured step, 
bareheaded^ and holding his hat humbly in h» 
hand. These shield-bearers, attached to noble 
families, were formerly, like our ancient esqtiires, 
gentlemen by birth, though. for ihe most part 
greatly reduced in circumstances. 

From the highest point of the Maron I looked 
over successire ranges of hills, divided by tidk 
intervening valleys, which, in consequence of their 
great elevation, retained a verdure truly r^resh- 
ing to eyes fatigued by gazing on parched and 
withered scenery. I entered Villa Keal towards 
evening, and was hospitably received by the Go- 
vernor. After a sumptuous breakfast at his palace 
on the following morning, I took leave, and ac- 
eompanied the Juiz de Fora to his house, where 
he showed me a blood-stained dagger, just taken 
from a peasant; and sidd that four assassina- 
lions had been committed during the last month 
trithin the narrow limits of his jurisdiction. 

Murders are of frequent occurrence throughout 
the Trazos Montes, and particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lamego ; but there, in a great mea- 
sure, they result from circumstances unconnected 
with the lawless habits of the native population. 
Swarms of labourers repair from the different pro- 
vinces to the banks of the Douro, during the sum- 
mer, induced by the immense demand for labour 
which exists during that season in the wine-dii* 
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irict ; and amongst them many individuals pro* 
scribed by the law find safety^ and> residing chiefly 
in scattered huts« are seldom inspected by the 
local managers. 

I continued my journey, accompanied by the 
Juiz : we stopped at the house of a substantial 
farmer, who ofifered us grapes, wine, and all kinds 
of refreshment The daughter cast many affec* 
tionate glances on the young magistrate, and hei'. 
parents were evidently elated by the distinction 
which his visit was supposed to confer on theF 
family. I saw here, for the first time, the labo- 
rious process that takes place before the juice of 
the grape is converted into the rich beverage it 
afterwards becomes : the grapes are first trodden, 
underfoot, and then pressed by a large beam 
tightened by a screw, till the fruit is completely 
crushed; after which the wine is poured into 
great casks^ where it is left to ferment, and 
two or three months subsequently the necessary 
Quantity of brandy is infused. Meanwhile the 
lees of the grape are collected and steeped in 
water, and being again subjected to the pressure 
of the beam, give out a light, feeble wine, gene- 
rally sold to the lower orders. The lees themr 
selves are given to pigs, or applied as manure td! 
the fields. 

The grapes were lying in heaps^ within an 
enclosed space near the farmer's house, and sever 
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ral Gallicians were carefolly treading them down : 
from six in the morning till twelve At night thesQ 
poor men continue immersed up to the knees in 
the cold juice> and receive a very low remimera* 
tion when their comfortless task is accomplished; 
yet they submit without a murmur to their cheer- 
less lot, are grateful for any mark of kindness, 
and beguile the tedious hours by singing in 
concert a lowj plaintive, and affecting hymn. 
Gallicians are always employed in this stage of 
the process, for the lively Portuguese cannot en- 
dure such painful and continued exertion ; indeed 
they consider the patience of their humbler 
neighbours allied to stupidity, — ^regard them with 
Cpntempt, and confidently assert that God Al- 
mighty first made men and then Gallicians. Dr. 
Buckland would have told them that if they 
could substantiate this assertion, every analogical 
inference would tend to prove that the Gallicians, 
contemned of man indeed, are not the most 
despised of God. 

Here the Juiz took leave, but desired a guard 
to escort me, a6, he said, the peasants were exas- 
perated against the English. The prosperity of 
the peasantry of these districts is so much con- 
nected with that of the Wine Company of Oporto 
that I was not surprised at the existence of a 
very hostile feeling towards the charter, and con- 
sequentiy towards the country which had sent 
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tvoops to SQpfknri it. I mixed» hsm&fet, reaty 
generally witk the peasants, bat iiever perceived 
Ae slightest dispositioii to moleist me. As I 
appioached Begoa I deviated from ike highway 
aiid rode «ero6s a Barrow mule-track. TI16 scea^ 
was Uvely ; the sun was setting over fields purple 
with the Tme^ and groups of vintagers;, gaily 
dbressed, were gathmng the grapes^ aaad singing 
the vintage song. 

On the following morning I visited the great 
warehouse of the Company^ then filled with casks 
of brandy, and was told that seven pipes of wine 
are often distilled to produce a single pipe of 
that spirit. At two o'clock I dined with the Ca> 
pitan Mor. Bendes his family cii^lej consiating 
of a wife, a siater, a pretty daughter^ about seva:^ 
teen years of ag^ and sev^al younger chitdrast 
Seiihor Maearao, an intdligent young man, waa 
presaftt, accompanied by a gentleman who had 
published scnaae humovods poetry, and was very 
religious, very entertaining, very flighty, wad 
very peculiar. During dinn^ I had twice par- 
taken of a dish of rice, and afterwards founds 
with some surprise, that an act so trivial, and 
so wholly unpremeditated, had given me a sin- 
gular degree dT popularity among this amiable 
and simple party : it was considered a mark of 
deference to Portuguese tastes, and an adoption 
of Portuguese habits, and this notion was pe* 
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culiadjf gtektiSjing to thdr national Icding, anl 
sure to .eonciliaie their affeciioiis. 

In the evening I adjaamed to the hoose q£ 
Senhor Fenem, a gcntkmra of large Ibrtune, 
whoreeeiyedinewiththeiitnioathospiialitj. He 
had* in many respects^ adopted English enstona^ 
Bkuch of lus foxnitttre iiras En^iah, and the china 
in his house was of British manufacture, and moat 
costly. I slept there ; and on the following day 
rode to Lamego» accompanied by Senhor Anto- 
nino» his 8on> a quick and Kyely boy, and Mr. 
Carey, his tnt<Hr, a gentleman of the Catholic pes- 
suasion. We crossed the Domo, and leaving the 
Traios Montcs, entered Beira, where we found 
the road good but hilly, and the mountains on 
each side corered with vines in the highest state 
of cultivation. We stopped at the house of a 
yomig noble, who informed us oi King Ferdi* 
nand's departure for Catalonia. He had a clever, 
and the world said, a pretty sister, but, as she 
would not indulge my curiosity by appearing, 
we rode on with little delay, through a heavy 
diower, to Lamego, and alighted at the house of 
Senhor Joaquim de Castro da Fonseca e Sousa, 
a noble of antient family, and father of Senhor 
Macarao, the young man whom I dined with on 
the preceding day. 

We were shown into a well-furnished apart- 
ment, where I found, with equal joy and surprise. 
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A comfortable fire-place, and that greatest of 
earthly blessings in a fireless land, a fire. From 
an open window I looked out upon a little garden, 
divided into numberless parterres and gaily de- 
corated with flowers. I saw a fine Mimosa grow* 
ing in the open air, some specimens of the large- 
leaved Catalpa, and of the dark-coloured Medron- 
h6iro, from the fruit of which a weak kind of 
brandy is extracted. 

Senhor Joaquim was absent when we first air- 
rived, but soon afterwards appeared. He had 
passed the meridian of life, but evident traces of 
manly beauty were still discernible. He was a 
man who at once enlisted every prepossession in 
his favour, and whose countenance might be con- 
sidered an index to his character, for it was im- 
possible to observe the expression of his mild 
intelligent eye without being convinced that it 
could only emanate from a candid and honourable 
mind ; nor could I hear him speak without feel- 
ing at once that he had lived in the best society. 

We were joined by the family priest at dinner, 
about four o'clock ; for in consequence of the con- 
nexion which has so long existed between the 
British and the Portuguese inhabitants of the 
wine-district, the dinner is often here served up 
at a later hour than in other parts of the king- 
dom. On re-entering the drawing-room I saw a 
blazing fire; a handsome Newfoundland dog, 
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and a pug, somnolent upon the hearth. This 
complication of delights transported me to Eng- 
land, and I would hardly have exchanged pug, 
fire, and my arm chair, for the ruins of Palmyra. 
- We retired early to rest. My room was spa- 
cious, and had a fireplace, which, generally speak- 
ing, is in Portugal a proof of great antiquity, 
as fireplaces, since disused, were common among 
the Portuguese* in the early days of the mo- 
narchy. I did not sleep immediately, but lay 
for a long time surveying my apartment by the 
light of the lamp. Every object spoke of antient 
descent, and revived that train of association so 
dear to an Englishman, and so early impressed 
on his mind. The walls were hung round with 
portraits of the old chiefs of the house : the bed, 
formerly reserved for state occasions, was lofty, 
hung with crimson silk, and constructed after the 
solid fashion of other times ; even the fire-place 
bore the impress of a convivial age, and might 
have accommodated a large circle around its ample 
hearth. 

After breakfast, on the following day, we 
walked round Senhor Joaquim's grounds, and 
then explored the town of Lamego, which is very 
antient, full of picturesque beauties and old re- 
mains of art. Fragments of capitals are half 
buried in walls comparatively modern ; and arches 
now lead into the dwellings of the poor, which 

F 
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once formed a noble entrance to houses belonging 
to Christians or Moors of distinction; for the 
Christians, at one period, imitated the Oriental 
architecture so closely, that it is often difficult to 
discriminate between their respective buildings. 
•The balconies and wooden iramc-work around 
the windows are beautifully carved in Moorish 
taste, the balustrades twisted, and the lattices 
richly ornamented. The houses are high and 
overhanging, and the streets narrow ; but this 
very want of breadth heightens the picturesque 
eflFect. 

His Excellency led me to an antient church, 
where the Portuguese Estates, the memorable 
Cortes of Lamego, are said to have met for the 
first time. Near the door is an iron cross, cot in 
the form generally used by the Templars; and 
this has induced a belief that the building was 
once attached to that order. The exterior has 
been whitewashed, and the effect in consequence 
greatly injured. The interior derives interest 
solely from its antiquity, and its great historical 
recollections, but is so confined, that the number 
of persons assembled in cortes must have been 
extremely limited. 

Senhor Joaquim then led us to the site of an 
old church, under the belief that it still existed, 
but the proprietor, to his eternal disgrace be it 
gaid» had recently erased every vestige of the aUL 
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fabric : it was, however, grateftil to see the pa- 
triotic sorrow which this venerable noble dis* 
played when he discovered that one of the most 
.curious and most antient monuments of the king- 
dom had been destroyed. 

The old walls of the town are partially pre- 
served : there is a fine Saracenic tower, and a 
magnificent reservoir of water. 

Senhor Antonino and Mr. Carey were becoming 
anxious to return to Begoa, as we were engaged 
to dine with Senhor Ferreira ; and Senhor Joa^ 
quim offering to accompany us, we now retraced 
our steps. As we passed through the town I 
was much impressed by the respect and affec- 
tion with which all classes seemed to regard 
this popular noble, for he was greeted univer- 
sally, and individuals seemed gratified whenever 
he addressed them; and this was evidently not 
that homage which the Jk)or '* heart would fain 
deny but dare not," but the genuine expression of 
sincere attachment. The people are often fond of 
iheir resident Fidalgos, and especially of those 
whose names have been handed down from father 
to son for many generations. The jealousy with 
which they are sometimes viewed prevails chiefly 
among the middling classes. 

Senhor Joaquim took leave of us at Begoa, 
snd we repMred to the house of Senhor Fenreira, 
"Whare we dined. My entertaining friend the Poet 

f2 . 
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was one of the party, and expatiated freely on 
general subjects, but retreated with a ludicrous 
degree of circumspection from any topics which 
bore, however distantly, on public affairs. His 
conversation was peculiar, and characteristic of a 
state of society in which a general earnestness 
and community of feeling prevails on religious 
subjects, and where, in consequence, religion not 
unfrequently gives a strong colouring to the con- 
versation of the hour. His wit was mingled with 
a devotion bordering upon melancholy ; gay and 
sparkling in conversation, even to excess, his 
most brilliant sallies were generally concluded by 
some quaint and saddening allusion to the insta- 
bility of human life. I will relate one out of 
many instances of this peculiar habit of mind. 
A guest observed to him, " This English Fidalgo 
will soon return to Lisbon, and may perhaps have 
an opportunity of expressing your wishes on a 
certain subject to the Government." He laughed, 
and made some rather jocular reply ; then, sud- 
denly checking himself, said, with the strongest 
emphasis, and the most fervent expression of 
countenance^ " Ah, if he could put in a word for 
mo with the Government of Heaven!" This 
observation, which, in many polished circles of 
-the world, would have given birth to the fasti- 
dious sneer, did not produce a smile, or even an 
•expression of surprise, in any individual of the 
party. 
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•The dinner was excellent; the goblets were 
Bohemian, large, deep, tipped with gold, and well 
calculated for the copious draughts of the old 
baronial feasts. That day was consecrated to the 
Guardian Angels, and we drank some religious 
toasts that had reference to their all-powerful 
protection. Afterwards the healths of individuals 
went round, and the Esperanza de Casa, wliich 
I proposed in honour of young Antonino, was 
the last drunk and the most applauded. During 
dinner the conversation was flowing and sus- 
tained, gliding easily from subject to subject, but 
always retaining a character peculiar to the time 
and country. The persons assembled around the 
hospitable board of our Highland host furnished 
ample matter for curious observation. Inhabi- 
tants of the Trazos Montes, and intimately con- 
nected by the strong ties of kindred and constant 
intercourse with the wild people and wild chief- 
tains of that half- civilized but most interesting 
country, yet brought into direct communication 
with the commerce of England and Oporto, they 
were singularly placed between the old world and 
the new ; between the merchants of that flourish- 
ing city, imbued with all the notions of the 
present day, and the clans of the Trazos Montes^ 
adhering with rigid fidelity to the habits and 
opinions of the past. These circumstances natu- 
rally influenced the conversation; and thus the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



102 RBGOA. [CH. III. 

savage and long^desccnded feuds of their moun- 
tain neighbours, their hereditary attachments to 
particular families, and the remarkable and bften 
romantic events to which their social state had 
given rise in former times, and in the civil con- 
flict just suppressed^ came blended in their con- 
versation, strangely enough, with the general 
politics of Europe, and the general interests of 
the day. The state of society I describe is es- 
sentially a transition state, and will probably be 
imknown to the next generation, when the exist- . 
ing manners of the Trazos Montes shall have 
passed away ; but under the aspect society then 
and there assumed, I thought it peculiarly fa- 
vourable to the development of the best prin- 
ciples of our nature. The progress of civiUzation 
had subdued, in my amiable friends, all that 
was harsh and barbarous in that almost feudal 
state of society which still prevails in the Trazos 
Montes, but had not acquired sufficient strength 
to break down that exalted spirit which makes 
religion an avowed and influencing consideration 
in the most common transactions of life, or to 
impair materially the chivalrous attachments of 
a former age. These high-wrought feelings were 
shown, not only in the occasional elevation of 
their sentiments, knd in the energy and utter 
absence of reserve which marked the delivery of 
their opinions, but also in that somewhat poetical 
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foim of expression whifch often characterizes the 
habitual language of a people during the ro- 
mantic and feudal period of their history. That^ 
unrestrained expression of feeling upon pai*ticular 
points^ which in a more advanced stage of society 
would be too often regarded as the enthusiasm 
of the boy, or the insincere profession of the 
designing man of the world, was neither smiled 
at nor suspected, because the sentiment found 
more or less an echo in every bosom, and was iu 
accordance with the prevailing sympathies of the 
puUic mind. 

After a pleasant visit at Senhor Ferreira*s«. 
during which he had paid me every attention 
that the most delicate kindness could suggest, 
and Mr. Carey and Antonino had shown me. 
every scene that possessed interest in the neigh- 
bourhood, I quitted their family with regret. 

The morning was delightful, there was not a 
cloud on the sky, and the water was of a deep 
green colour, as I entered the boat which was to 
waft me down the stream to Oporto. I had 
desired my servant to engage a boat, with the 
necessary complement of men, but when I 
reached the shore, I found, to my surprise and 
with some embarrassment, that Senhor Ferreira 
had provided me his boat and his own boatmen, 
having arranged that they should convey me to 
Oporto> a two days' expedition from his country 
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house. I remonstrated with hun in vain; he 
insisted on my compliance, with all the warmth of 
Highland hospitality; and when I arrived at 
Oporto the men absolutely refused to receive any 
remuneration at my hands, stating that they had 
received the most positive instructions to that 
effect. 

The banks were hilly, and the windings of the 
river exhibited a succession of pleasing land- 
scapes : terrace rose above terrace, and the vines 
beginning to assume the bright autumnal tint, 
formed a lively contrast to the grey olive and 
dark cork that stood in the background; but 
after we had left the Company's district the soil 
was either less fertile or less improved, and woods 
of fir and chestnut were substituted for the vine. 
Towards the middle of the day we went down one 
of the rapids, and entered a fine pass, where the 
river, deep and dark, creeps slowly through its 
narrow channel, hemmed in on both sides by 
black and inaccessible rocks of granite, iron, and 
basalt. 

The entrance into this striking ravine was 
formerly guarded by a Moorish fort, which still 
frowns over the water. There is a superstition 
connected with this castle, common to many of. 
the old Moorish towers ; that of the Moira En- 
cantada, or enchanted Mooress, a superstition 
well known and widely credited in parts of Por- 
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tugal. The peasantry believe that, although the 
Moorish race is extinct, the Moorish power hs^ 
not altogether ceased ; for that here, and in almost 
every tower where the Saracens once ruled with 
feudal sway, an enchanted Mooress still haunts 
the spot, and hovers round the undiscovered 
treasures of the castle. Last relic and represen- 
tative of a departed people, and, since the dreary 
day of their expulsion, sole guardian of their 
buried wealth, she stands a link between the 
living and the dead ; and, superior to mortal dea-* 
tiny, defies alike the lapse of ages and the stroke 
of death. Though bound by some mysterioua 
tie to a heathen and once hostile race, there is; 
no fierceness in her mood of mind ; there is na 
terror in her look ; for when, at the earliest 
dawn of day, the light dew spangles the moun- 
tain and the rock, and again when the setting 
sun sheds its last melancholy glories on the 
Moors' untenanted abode, she is seen clad in 
the flowing garments of her race, leaning against 
some broken arch, some ruined monument of 
national glory, as one who mourns but seeks 
not to avenge. She shuns the glare of day, 
but does not fly from those who court her : 
sometimes she weaves her spells around a fa- 
voured individual and shields him from mis- 
chance, and yields him a portion of her buried 
gold. It is no sin to seek a Moira ; and in 

f3 
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return for her imagined kindness and protecting 
care, and as if in sorrow for their fathers' cruel 
injuries against her Moorish ancestors, the pea- 
santry atone for past misdeeds by present love. 
The wild beauty of the ruin was perhaps en- 
hanced by this sad but pleasing legend. And 
now emerging from the defile, the river again 
expanded, and we passed through a succession 
of gentler scenes, their natural beauty heightened 
by the tints of the setting sim, and, still later, by 
the soft Ml light of the moon. 

We arrived late in the evening at a collection 
of miserable huts, situated at the confluence of 
two rivers, and called Entre Bios, where, dis- 
embarking, we made our way with some difficulty 
to the inn, which was already fiiU ; but on our 
amval a new division of the territory was voted 
expedient. In the meantime we entered a central 
room, into which all the other apartments opened. 
In the first a mendicant friar reposed, rich in the 
acqtiisition of a pampered goose, but his saintly 
slumbers were at once declared inviolable : in the 
next a pedlar snored, but, most unscrupulously 
disturbed by our landlord, and alarmed for the 
safety of a barrel of ink deposited in the central 
room> he made a sudden inroad upon us, and 
carried off his sable goods with an air of de- 
fiance. From the third paced forth a creature, 
whose long shaggy hair fell over his face, and 
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effectually concealed his features : a bulky non- 
descript, surely not a man, though much ap- 
proaching to the mortal shape. After these 
monsters had been successively exhibited, I paid 
a visit to the kitchen-fire, where I found the 
women scarcely more human than the men ; 
upon which I retired to rest dismayed, and 
became the property of mosquitos, fleas, and 
that little black vermin ' inter politas non nomi- 
nandum.* 

We left Entre Rios the following day ; but 
here^ as Mrs. Badcliffe would say, my manu- 
script fails — it is not, however, blotted with tears, 
but only illegible, so the remainder of this expe- 
dition must be a blank, and my readers shall 
have a half holiday. 

The approach to Oporto was striking ; we 
arrived at night, and the lights seen first in the 
distance increased in brilliancy as wc drew near, 
and were reflected in long lines across the water. 
As we passed the Customs I saw an instance 
of that sarcastic humour so characteristic of the 
lower classes of the district. The oflicer asked the 
boatmen whether they carried any goods. " No," 
they replied, " but a Fidalgo," — the man bowed, — 
" and a clever one," they continued, *' for he 
speaks English." The man made a more pro- 
found obeisance. " So much the more respect is 
due," he replied; and supposing me a Portu- 
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guese, departed much impressed with the unusual 
extent of my attainments. So terminated my 
excursion into the Trazos Montes. 

Throughout this tour I experienced the most 
unbounded hospitality from the natives, who 
overwhelmed me with kind invitations, and were 
only anxious to prolong my stay at their houses^ 
and enliven it by all the means in their power. 
The local authorities not only faciUtated my pro- 
gress through the country in various modes, but 
often entertained me sumptuously, and gene- 
rally, on my departure, accompanied me some 
miles on my journey. I experienced the same 
kindness and attention from individuals and 
from official men in every part of the kingdom, 
till the great revulsion of feeling against the 
English, which took place during the revolution 
that elevated Dom Miguel to the throne. 
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CHAFTER IV. 

Author leaves Oporto a second time — Portuguese Authorities 
alarmed — Exquisite Beauty of the Entre Miuho — Joyoun Man* 
ners of the People — Dramatic Dances — Author loses his way 
in the Forest — Terrible Superstition of the Bruchas — A Valen- 
toine — Camlnha — Author enters Spain — Antiquated Landlady 
of Caldas — Old-fashioned Inn at Santiago— Shrine of St. Jago 
de Compostella — Field of Corunna — Influence of the Monks- 
Passionate Patriotism of the Gallicians — Ferrol. 

Having long intended to visit Gallicia, to re-enter 
Portugal by its north-western frontier, and re- 
turn to Oporto through the heart of the Trazos 
Montes, I again quitted that city after a short 
delay, and rode through a pretty country to Villa 
de Conde, on the 14th of November. From the 
bridge, at the entrance of the town, I saw a mag- 
nificent convent inhabited by nuns of the Bene- 
dictine order; and soon afterwards arriving at 
the inn, I placed myself under the guidance of 
a rapacious young rascal, and hastened to pay 
my tribute of respect to the great Atlantic : for, 
however fatigued, I never could resist the spell 
which drew me to the sea. The harbour was 
small, but not without symptoms of activity: 
two brigs were under repair, and several women 
were carrying panniers of salt, coarse, and appa- 
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rently fresh from the operation which had brought 
it into its actual state. 

In the evening I strayed into an old fort, 
where I found my servant Antonio conversing 
with the guard, making various inquiries about 
the stores, and expatiating with more energy 
than discretion on the utter impossibility of 
defending it against any hostile attack. I broke 
up the conference, and rode back to the inn, 
but in the course of an hour received a sum- 
mons from the Governor ; and I then discovered 
that some questions I had asked respecting the 
elevation of the tides, had been converted into a 
request for an exact description of the harbour, 
while the imaginative theories of poor Antonio 
were supposed to portend an approaching assault 
His Excellency asked me what punishment the 
Head of the British administration would inflict 
on any unhappy Portuguese who presumed to 
invade an English fort, impelled by such an 
audacious spirit of investigation. I explained the 
nature of my inquiries, endeavoured to convince 
him that I contemplated no outrage against the 
fort or the government, and assured him that 
Lord Goderich, the Premier of that day, would 
not regard with a very unrelenting eye a similar 
delinquency on the part of his countrymen. 
Then was the worthy man appeased; compU- 
metkiB passed between us, according to the 
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fiushion of the country, and I was suffered to 
depart in peace. 

A soldier accompanied me to the inn, and told 
me that the inhabitants w^re almost universally 
opposed to the charter ; adding, that they still 
maintained communications with the exiled ad- 
herents of the Silveiras, and that in consequence 
of their vicinity to the Spanish frontier, the garri- 
son lived in constant dread of a descent upon the 
coast. On reaching the inn 1 offered him a piece 
of money, which he rejected with unequivocal 
symptoms of alarm, for to his apprehensive ima- 
gination the rebel evidently stood confessed be- 
fore him ; but when he discovered that the 
surrender of his loyalty was not implied by his 
acceptance of the coin, he received it with over- 
flowing gratitude. 

On the following day I rode on to Fonte 
Boa> and breakfasted with the Bector. His 
house was convenient, the rooms were comfort- 
ably furnished, the walls tastefully decorated 
with sketches and engravings, and his windows, 
looked out upon a little garden, kept in the 
highest order, while the surrounding country 
exhibited a beautiful mixture of rich cultivation 
and picturesque woodland. After breakfast we 
wandered among fields where Indian com had 
been lately cut. The church was of a dazzling 
whiteness> the cottages were neat and comfortable. 
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the cottagers seemed happy and attached to their 
pastor^ and the whole scene excited unmingled 
sensations of pleasure. 

I rode on to Barcelos, delightfully situated on 
that noble stream the Cavado, and continued my 
journey over a wild tract of heathy which was still 
partially in bloom, and gave a fine blue tinge to 
the prospect. Groups of oak and chestnut adorned 
the neighbouring hills, and presented all the 
beautiful combinations of park scenery ; while the 
villages through which we passed were thickly 
peopled, had every appearance of comfort, and were 
generally embosomed in a grove of trees. Beneath 
their shade this happy population is accustomed 
to collect at eve, and spend the last hours of the 
day in dancing, and in singing old traditional bal- 
lads to the sound of their favourite guitar ; for 
tales of love and chivalry, forgotten in other parts 
of the kingdom, are still cherished in this loyal 
land. All in the Minho seems redolent of joy : 
the country pleasing, the climate fine, and a per- 
petual sunshine on the face of man shows that 
oppression has no entrance here. Their religion, 
cheerful as it is sincere, is quite divested of tKe 
fanatic spirit that obscures it in the southern pro- 
vinces, and in the neighbouring Trazos Montes. 
Devotional expeditions to their chapels, placed, 
like landmarks, on the highest hills, are generally 
combined with feasts and meiTy-makings ; many 
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VOWS, besides those addressed to their saints, are 
there offered up ; and many a maiden looks for- 
ward to the day when she will accompany her 
family to some favourite shrine, with a throbbing 
heart, and thoughts with fiill as much of earth in 
them as heaven. 

Towards the close of day, even in the autumn 
months, the ladies sit in their ornamental bal- 
conies, listening to the never-ceasing sound of 
song issuing from the streets below, or gazing 
upon those dramatic dances, in which the imagi- 
native character of this interesting people is so 
peculiarly developed. In this kind of dance a 
story, with its regular sequence of events, is re- 
presented in dumb show. For instance, a swain 
approaches the maid of his choice ; he first hints 
the secret of his heart, but gradually grows bolder 
as she appears to turn no inattentive ear to his 
pleading; he urges her too strongly; he offends ; 
she waves him from her ; he retreats — despairs — 
grows haughty — love, however, prevails over pride 
— he implores forgiveness — he is forgiven, and 
pride, anger, and distrust give way before the 
returning beams of true affection, as icicles be- 
neath the morning sim. 

During this delineation of varying passions and 
events not a word is spoken, but every change of 
situation, every fluctuation of feeling, is repre- 
sented by the looks and gestures of the dancers ; 
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and, when I remembered that the actors in the: 
scene were but the peasants of the soil, 1 scarcely 
knew which to marvel at the most, the refined 
nature of the sentiments described, or the extra- 
ordinary power possessed, by persons in their rank 
of life> of giving correct expression to those feel- 
ings. As certain features of the face are said to 
accompany certain qualities of the mind, so, in 
this favoured land, there is a grace of^^oianner 
ahnost invariably associated with a graci^ of mind, 
not the result of art or education, but sometimes: 
as apparent in the lowest hind as in the highest 
noble of the land. 

Unquestionably a stranger may sometimes ex- 
perience incivility in the Minho, nor can he travel 
at all hours, and under all circumstances, with, 
that sense of perfect security which he justly en- 
tertains in the greater part of the Biscayan pro- 
vinces; but any rudeness or danger to which he 
may be casually exposed, arises less from, the com- 
mon peasantry, who are generally kind and well- 
disposed, than &om that fearful race, the Yalen- 
toines, who, in the neighbouring Trazos Montes^ 
grew into a numerous and almost banded body of 
men, in consequence of the feudal state pf man- 
ners which prevailed in that district. Passing 
the limits of the Trazos Montes, sometimes 
singly, sometimes in considerable numbers, when 
deprived of a powerful protector or pursued by 
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the vengeance of a rival house, they infected 
the worst part of the population of the Minhe- 
with their marauding tastes ; and as the dense 
woods and deep ravinei9 of that beautifiil counUy 
furnish haunts too well adapted to the habits of 
an outlaw, the Valentoines, though neither very 
numerous nor much to be dreaded there, at least 
during the hours of light, are yet not wholly un- 
known in those Elysian fields. 

The Miiiho is immensely peopled in proportion 
to its extent ; much wealth is distributed over its 
surface, and it yields a large revenue to the 
government. Many of the nobles reside on their 
estates, which are generally small, and often held 
as prazos, and therefore are not divided upon the 
death of the existing proprietor, but descend 
entire to his heir-at-law. 

There was a great fair in the neighbourhood of 
Ponte de Lima, and the road was enlivened by 
successive groups of peasants, returning to their 
homes, gaily attired, and in overflowing spirits. 
At length, to my regret, the sun went down, and 
the shadows of evening closed over a prospect 
every moment increasing in beauty ; but though 
we could no longer distinguish accurately the 
details of the country through which we were 
passing,' it was evidently mountainous and most 
picturesque. 

Soon afterwards we lost our way, and entered 
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a pass^ which wa$ so narrow that two horsemen 
could not ride abreast : the rocks rose so high on 
each side, and the branches overhead formed so 
dense a canopy, that the mouth of this pass 
resembled the entrance of a subterranean cavern ; 
and as I proceeded the darkness was not partial^ 
but absolute. The beautiful fictions of the poets 
recurred to my mind, and I almost fancied myself 
descending into the infernal regions. Our pro- 
gress was unsafe, as the ground was covered with 
huge stones, and pools of water everywhere 
abounded. When we at length emerged from 
this gloomy defile, and found ourselves again iu 
the midst of the deep forest, all indications of a 
track had vanished, and I was preparing to take 
my night's repose on the heath, when Antonio 
was attracted by a distant light. He reluctantly 
accompanied me to the spot whence it appeared 
to proceed; for I should here observe that a 
light seen at a late hour in the dark wood, or on 
the lonely moor, is regarded with superstitious 
fear by the inhabitants of these wild districts, as 
it is supposed to be kindled by weird women, 
known familiarly by the name of Bruchas, hags 
who maintain a direct intercourse with the great 
Author of evil, and hold conference with him at 
midnight on some dreary spot. 

As their dwellings are often distant from the 
scene of these impious assemblies, they acquire 
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the power of transporting themselves to the 
accursed place of meeting by the most dreadful 
means, anointing themselves with a preparation 
strongly impregnated with the blood of children, 
and pronouncing the following potent spell — 
" For cima de vallado por haixo de telhado — Over 
the eaves and under the roofs let us go to our 
fate." It is believed that any mistake in the 
exact formula of words is a source of the greatest 
danger. A man who, in ignorance of her fearful 
nature, had married a Brucha, is said to have 
seen her leave the bridal bed at midnight, and, 
supposing him to be asleep, perform her mystic 
rites, and then, pronouncing the fated words, fly 
up the chimney. Prompted by some strange im- 
pulse, he endeavoured to follow her example, 
but transposing the magic words, was dashed 
against the roofs of houses, and found on the 
following morning mutilated and in a dying state. 
When the sisterhood are assembled, the devil 
appears in the shape of an enormous goat, and 
receives the most degrading acts of homage; 
after which these women, whose personal ap- 
pearance is described as very revolting, become 
transformed into beautiftil girls, of whom the 
Prince of Darkness selects the fairest. A scene 
of frantic revelry ensues ; and then the real busi- 
ness of the night begins^ the arch-fiend enjoining 
them to tempt certain individuals, and instruct- 
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ing them in the mode best calculated to destroy 
their victims, body aiid soul. The meeting dis- 
perses before the break of day, but woe to the 
traveller who chances to meet the dreadful 
Bruchas returning to their dwelHngs : for by 
kindling false lights they allure him from his 
path into imminent peril, then leave him in 
total darkness, and appal him by their loud and 
fiendish laugh. 

In spite of Antonio's apprehensions we kept 
the light steadily in view, and at length reached 
a solitary cottage. We called beneath the case- 
ment, upon which two men appeared, one of whom 
engaged to show us the way to Pontc di Lima ; 
but his manner was by no means satisfactory ; 
he required payment before he performed his 
task : there was much consultation between him 
and his companion, and hurried whispers were 
exchanged. Unarmed, and thinking our situa- 
tion insecure, I desired him to re-enter his cottage, 
or lead the way immediately. He then went on ; 
but his conduct on the road only confirmed my 
-suspicions : for at one time he wished to leave 
us, and requested me to remain stationary till he 
returned: a modest proposition on so cold a 
night. By his peculiar manner, and by his con- 
versation, which was a tissue of personal boasts, 
I recognised the Valentoine. 

At length we reached the kntt, wheve he in- 
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bulged the landlady with a series of overwhelming 
gasconades^ and made a great parade of his ad- 
vices: according to his own modest statement^ 
he had led us through paths undistinguishable 
by any other eye ; he had preserved us from the 
marauders ; he had saved us from the unearthly 
terrors of the wood — terrors which, acting upon 
the foreign and feeble mind, must have termi- 
nated, if not in sudden and appalling dissolution, 
at least in howling madness. In shorty we were 
indebted to him for security of purse and person, 
and for any gleams of intellect we were still per- 
mitted to retain. 

I supped with an officer who had just marched 
into the town to suppress an insurrection which 
had broken out in favour of Dom Miguel; for 
the public mind was at that time excited by the 
recent intelligence of his nomination to the Re- 
gency. The inhabitants of this town, and of all 
the surrounding district, were notoriously hostile 
to the Constitution. 

The environs of Ponte di lima are truly de- 
lightful. The horizon is bounded by a fine 
range of mountains, and the intervening plains 
are richly wooded, while vines, trained over trel- 
lis-work, hanging down in festoons, and coverii^ 
a great extent of country, looked like an endless 
fmccession of luxuriant arbours. I rode inte 
Viaona by the beautiful Bio Cavadp, through 
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meadows possessing all the verdure of England, 
and through a country supposed by the Portu- 
guese to have been the Elysium of the ancients ; 
and indeed it well deserves its high reputation. 

Leaving Vianna, I took the road to Caminha. 
The sun had set behind a bank of clouds, and a 
drizzling rain had commenced. As the night 
closed in, the character of the scenery changed: 
we rode across a wild tract of heath, over which 
huge crags were scattered in all directions, and 
passed beneath the high towers and massive 
walls of a large fort, which, standing insulated in so 
wild a country, and seen by so dim a light, looked 
like the gigantic residence of some enchanter 
of the olden time. The sea was raging furiously 
among the rocks ; beneath, the foam of the break- 
ers was visible through the gloom, and their loud 
roar was rendered still more awful by the absence 
of every other sound. We soon afterwards en- 
tered a royal forest, and procured a guide, who 
showed us the way to Caminha. 

The inn was completely fiill ; our horses were 
exhausted, and it was nearly midnight. I was 
therefore compelled to send my servant with a 
letter to the Juiz de Fora. It was ludicrous to 
perceive the altered manner of my host, when he 
discovered that I was likely to become the guest 
of such an influential person : his regret at being 
unable to accommodate my estimable self knew 
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no bounds; his solkitude for my comfort was 
paternal — he would receive no remuneration for 
his trouble — his roof had been sufficiently ho- 
noured by my presence. He added, however, in 
a whisper, that a few words spoken in his praise 
to the Juiz de Fora, who, it seems, had only just 
arrived at Caminha, would reflect the highest 
credit on my natural benevolence. I promised to 
declare him a paragon of innkeepers, and rode to 
the house of the Juiz de Fora, a young man of 
mild and prepossessing manners. 

I was so fatigued that I retired to rest as soon 
as I could eflect a retreat with any propriety ; 
but about two o'clock I was awakened, and found 
a sumptuous repast laid on the table close to my 
bed. Its sudden appearance reminded me of 
those incidents so common in fairy tales, where a 
table, covered with every delicacy, unexpectedly 
presents itself to the weary traveller. Shaking 
off the drowsy fiend, I did justice to the supper ; 
for I was in reality half famished. When I had 
concluded my repast, the table vanished, the 
lights were extinguished with the rapidity of 
magic, and I sunk again into a profound sleep. 
I spent the following day with my kind host and 
a numerous party of his friends, and afterwards 
continuing my journey, rode to Valenca, one of 
tiie most strongly fortified towns in Portugal. I 
was immediately led by a soldier to the Governor, 

G 
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who reeeired me courtecMaly, and requested me 
to take np my abode ai his house. In the evea- 
mg his sister had a large assembly. 

On the following day I crossed the Minho, and 
entered Spatn» with an agent of the British Ccm- 
sttl« who accompanied me for the purpose of 
smoothing the difliculties which an Englishman 
then experienced in passing into Gallkia. The 
(nTil war had raged so lately and so fiercely akmg 
this boundary; the Portuguese insurgents had 
been so warmly supported by the Spanish autho- 
rities^ and so many acts of mutual hostility had 
recently taken place, that the irritation between 
the frontier provinces was extreme. On my 
arrival at Tay, my passport was narrowly exa- 
mined, and my letters of introduction brok^L 
open, and attentively read by the polke. Beii^ 
however, declared innocuous to the great mo^ 
narchy, they received the sagnature of the dfiee,. 
and were restored to my possession. Aft» infi- 
nite discussion I continued my journey to Vigo: 
the night closed in ; the rain came down in tcH^ 
i^ents, and we stumbled cm in nnserable pK^tt to 
the inn of San Francisco. The Gallidans seemed 
to me inferior in personal appearance to the 
Spaniards of 1he other provinces. I was now 
obliged to resign my travelling cap, because it 
was white, and was supposed to have a Constitu- 
tional look. 
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I was now again in %>ain, that land of romance, 
in which I had so long resided during the stormy 
period of her last revolution. How many changes 
had occurred in her eventful annals since that 
time! how many in my own! and how com- 
pletely had her fair prospects been blighted by 
Ae folly and oppression of that assembly to 
whose collective wisdom their ill-fated country 
had vainly looked for her political regenera- 
tion! 

The port of Vigo is one of the finest in Spain, 
and rather resembles a great lake, surrounded 
by high hills, than an inlet of the sea ; for its 
entrance is guarded by rocky islands which break 
the force of the waves, and effectually protect 
the largest ships from the violence of any wind. 
The Samsgate diving-bell was transported to 
this harbour, during the previous year, for the 
purpose of recovering the money sunk in the- 
Spanish galleons *. The project failed; for the 
treasure was probably buried deep in the sand ; 
and the unsuccessful speculator sustained a heavy 
loss. The view was fine, the sea sparkling, and 
Hie Httle boats, bringing in their loads of sar- 
£nes, gave life to the scene. These fish are 
so mneh esteemedi that they are exported in 

* liord Malum lias ghen a very gtriking accoimt of the Ion of 
Uie Spanish galleons in his truly valuable work, the ^ History of 
the War of Succession in Spain." 

g2 
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great quantities to Gibraltar, Barcelona, and 
many towns in Italy. 

I explored the environs with Don Louis Menen- 
dez, and a noble individual, who had been one of. 
the few reasonable members of the Cortes of 1820. 
He spoke with deep feeling of the actual state of 
his country, and justly attributed the failure of 
the Constitutionalists to their own intemperate 
conduct. The arbitrary suppression of the con- 
vents ; the unqualified abohtion of entails, and 
the decree by which certain properties became 
subject to forfeiture when the title-deeds could 
not be produced, were acts for which they de- 
served the execration of every honest man, and 
which might have shaken a far more legitimate 
government. I inquired after several persons 
with whom I was acquainted in the early days of 
the revolution : a few were dead; many in exile; 
and society appeared to have undergone a total 
change. 

Leaving Vigo I rode through a pleasant and 
inclosed country to Pontevedra. I had deviated 
irom my road to make some visits, and therefore 
reached that town late in the day. My clothes, 
were drenched with rain, every fire in the inn was. 
extinct, and no food could for a long tiipe be prp • 
cured, but the landlord's daughter was pretty 
and not disinclined to a little flirtation; the 
landlady was a native of Barcelona ; she^ had. 
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'decked her little son in the red bonnet peculiar 
to Catalonia, and frequently called him a Catalan^ 
dwelling upon the word with evident pride arid 
pleasure. 

From Pontevedra we pursued our journey 
through a heavy rain to Caldas, and as the best 
inn was full, took refuge in another ; here, ascend- 
ing a dark and narrow staircase, I entered a 
'laifge apartment, and discovered a strange as- 
.semblage of persons. The careless muleteer, 
with his broad-brimmed hat> red scarf, and velvet 
jacket ; the gloomy Franciscan friar, half shrouded 
in his cowl ; and a pilgrim bedecked with shells ; 
formed a curious group, that sat apart from a crowd 
of peasants attired in the sombre dress of their 
'Country. The landlady, an ancient dame, com- 
fbining the garrulity of her years with the activity 
of nineteen, received me as I entered, called me 
her dear son, and throwing her arms around my 
neck, folded me in a warm embrace. As mine 
honoured hostess was enveloped in an atmosphere 
of garlick, I recoiled, with some abruptness, from 
her fragrant arms. She attributed my reluctance to 
pride, and an expression of mortification, slightly 
mingled with displeasure, was for a moment visible 
oil her good-humoured face, as she loudly ex- 
daimed '• Clie disconfianzar But unlike the ge- 
nerality of " ancient ladies when refused a kiss," 
she was speedily pacified ; she brought me some 
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sardines for supper, arranged my bed in a little 
wooden recess, insisted on putting on my nights 
cap ; and left me to slumber in peace under the 
protection of the Virgin. 

On the following day I again made a slight 
deviation from the high-road, and then proceeded 
to the famous Santiago de Compostella, where we 
urrived in a woeful state, for the rain had fallen 
for many hours without intermission, and the 
roads were full of mud. For a long time we 
roamed from inn to inn, without being able to 
procure accommodations; but at length alighted 
at the Viuda San Valentina, by no means the best 
hotel, but the only one that could then receive ug. 
Here we literally found only walls to shelter us: 
we sat drenched with rain, yet without the power 
of changing our dresd, as the muleteer with the 
luggage was many miles in our rear; nor could 
we for a long time procure a fire or provisions; 

Our hostess was a perfect specimen of the old 
Spanish landlady, for her dress and manners 
were equally antiquated, and her language was 
strongly tinged with the devotional character of 
the place. When I urged her to be more expe- 
ditious, she said, " My Son, we live in times very 
different from those when God walked upon the 
earth:" she was perfectly insensible to any reflec- 
tions on the utter deficiency of comforts that 
pervaded every part of her establishment, but 
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extremely proud of its antiquity. She enume- 
rated the guests that had at various times reposed 
within her sacred threshold: — the Silveiras in 
recent days, and in times long past many holy 
men. Heaven rest their souls ! many champions of 
the Faith, and even royal pilgrims. I heard ivith 
gravity this long recapitulation of worthies, in 
which existing grandees were curiously mixed up 
with ancient and sometimes legendary characters ; 
but was utterly discomposed when she named as 
one of the earliest and most constant visiters ci 
her inn, the Apostle St. James himself, the great 
Padxon Saint of Spain. I turned hastily aside to 
conceal the laughing impulse which irresistibly 
overcame me : I might have abused my worthy 
hostess, I might have calumniated her family, or 
her larder, and have possibly retained her good 
graces ; but a single doubt cast on this inportant 
point of sacred history would have been irretriev- 
ably fatal to our mutual intelligence. 

The next day I explored this curious city: the 
houses are old-fashioned as the manners of their 
inhabitants; and the streets, narrow, dark^ and 
gloomy, were well suited to my previous concep- 
tions of a place that bears the famous name of 
Jago de Compostella, and is still the stronghold 
rf the ancient fanaticism. The Cathedral is a 
huge, ungraceful pile of building. The fapade is 
striking only from its extent and crowded decora- 
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tion ; and the memorable recollections associated 
with the interior of this edifice invest it with Ji 
charm it would not otherwise possess. 

The shrine of St. James is profusely adorned 
with gold and silver, and is surmounted by a 
figure of the saint on horseback, still regarded 
with the deepest devotion by the enthusiastic 
Spaniards. He is the tutelar saint of Spain, and 
the firm reliance once placed on his protection 
contributed greatly to the success of the Christian 
forces in their early wars with the Moors. Whole 
armies, deluded by their ardent imaginations, 
beheld him mounted on a white steed bearing 
the Cross, and leading them on to certain victory. 
And still some dreamers indulge a fond belief, 
that although, offended by the disloyalty of the 
times, the Saint now veils himself from the vulgar 
eye, he will appear once more among his faithful 
followers, and, mounted on his heavenly charger, 
restore the national glory. 

To this Mecca of the Christian world, persons 
of eveiy age, and sex, and rank, came formerly in 
crowds ; even princes, barefooted, and with unco- 
vered heads, prostrated themselves before the 
shrine, in the vain hope of lightening, by such 
profound humility, the weight of some enormous 
guilt ; and as they gazed upon that object of 
a kingdom's veneration, tears flowed down the 
cheeks of men whose ears had been deaf to 
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the cry for mercy, whose hearts had been inacces- 
sible to remorse, and whose hands perhaps, even in 
that hour of supplication, were red with murder. 
Many pilgrims resorted annually to the Cathedral 
before the revolution of 1820; but their numbers 
decreased in consequence of the provincial disturb- 
ances which followed that event ; yet, I saw many 
persons kneeling around the shrine, absorbed in 
prayer, and fully impressed with the belief that 
the mortal remains of the saint rested beneath 
their feet, and that his guardian spirit was hover- 
ing around them. I observed one man particu- 
larly, who was bending forward in the attitude of 
prayer; his eyes were fixed upon the shrine, his 
bands clasped, and he had such an expression 
of intense devotion on his pallid features, that I 
'believe scarcely any external sound or sight could 
have distracted his attention. There are many 
relics in the Cathedral, and some costly plate, 
which the Constitutionalists of 1820, with their 
usual wisdom, were on the point of appropriating, 
regardless of the popular prejudices, when the 
5 counter- revolution took place. 

Senor Riva, to whom I had a letter of intro- 
duction, accompanied me to the university, which 
is said to contain a thousand scholars ; but the 
shortness of my visit did not enable me to gain 
tnuch insight into the nature of the studies pur« 
iBued^ the mode of tuition, and the general cha- 

g3 
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raeter of the establishment ; yet I heard one class 
examined^ and it appeared to me that many of 
the scholars had made considerable proficiency 
in the Latin tongue. The scholars formed^ per- 
haps, the only party in Santiago that entertained 
any feelings of affection for the memory of the 
popular government. Those were golden days^ 
indeed, when little urchins mounted guard at the 
door of the patriotic clubs, and when corporal 
punishment in schools was abolished by law, as 
incompatible with the dignity of schoolboys: a 
ridiculous instance of that minute legislation 
which characterised the Cortes, and degraded 
them in the eyes of Europe. We afterwards 
went to the convent of San Martin, which is 
rich, and on an enormous scale. One of the 
brotherhood had just died, and two monks were 
keeping watch by the bier upon which he lay 
extended with a placid smile on his countenance, 
as if the spirit had not yet deserted its mortal 
tenement, but was only sunk in temporary re- 
pose. I returned with Seiior Biva to his house, 
and joined the family circle as chocolate was 
served up. 

The land in the vicinity of Santiago is well 

cultivated; the potato is becoming an object of 

agricultural attention in this part of Spain, and 

may possibly in some years supersede the chest- 

- iMiit «s an article of food among the lower classes' 
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Leaving Santiago, I rode through a hiUy dis* 
triet to Elves. Little towns and villas studded 
the country, and the first sight of Corunna, the 
bay, and the mountains, was extremely beautifuL 
Entering the principal street, I alighted at the 
Hotel de Commerce, where we found a civilized 
landlord, and excellent rooms, commanding a 
fine view of the harbour. On the arrival of 
the muleteer my luggage was conveyed to the 
eustoms, and my papers re-examined. I had 
been making some extracts from old Spanish 
chronicles, respecting Don Pedro the Cruel, and 
this name at once excited the alarm of some 
subordinate officers. To calm their apprehen- 
sions, I informed them that the hero of my ex- 
tracts had no reference to his Imperial Majesty, 
but to a King of Castille. They simultaneously 
exclaimed, that Ferdinand was the only King of 
Castillo. I assured them that I was the very 
last man in the world to raise any doubts upon 
the validity of his Majesty's claim to the throng 
and that my Don Pedro had died some centuries 
before the birth of their actual Sovereign, so that 
these two royal Personages could not by any pos- 
ribility be brought into collision. They could not 
controvert my statement, but sullenly answered 
that I had no right to introduce into the kingdom 
papers that treated of any Pedros, living or de- 
SuaeL At that moment the head of the depart- 
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ment appeared. He was a well bred and intelli- 
gent man; he glanced rapidly at the papers, 
rescued them from the grasp of the enemy, and 
permitted Don Pedro and me to leave the office 
without further molestation. 

On the following day Mr. Bartlett, the Bri- 
tish Consul, accompanied me to the spot where 
the memorable battle of Corunna was fought^ 
An Englishman surveys that scene with very 
different feelings from those which affect him as 
he looks upon the plains of Vittoria and Water-? 
loo. The general failure of the expedition is 
hardly compensated by the transient lustre of 
success, and exultation at the prowess of our 
arms is checked by sorrow for the slain. 

The gallantry, the high feeling of the British 
General, and the noble death he died, combined 
with the almost unprecedented disasters of the 
previous retreat, are circumstances which shed 
a melancholy interest over this well-disputed 
field. The French attacked the British lines 
on that day with their usual impetuosity, were 
received with British firmness, and driven into 
the valley with considerable loss. Major Stan- 
hope distinguished himself in the pursuit, and 
Major Napier gave shining proofs of that chival- 
rous valour which is so remarkable in all the 
-members of his warlike family*. Hunied on 

* Who that is acquainted with my valued friend. Colonel 
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by the ardour of his feelings he led the ad-^ 
vance, but was severely wounded, and fell into 
the hands of the enemy, from whom he received 
the most generous treatment: but he was long 
supposed to have fallen ; the news of his death 
was circulated in England, and his friends 
mourned over him as over one whom they should 
liever see again* 

We inquired of a peasant who happened to be 
passing by, if he could show us the exact spot 
where Sir John Moore was killed. "Indeed I 
can," replied the man, "for I saw him fall, and 
assisted in' carrying him off the field," and then 
pointing out the place, he passed on. We were 
not however satisfied, and put the same question 
to another countryman. "I ought to know," our 
second friend began, " as the General died in my 
arms," saying which he led us to a knoll of ground 
precisely opposite to that indicated by our late 
informant. This double statement was too egre- 
gious; but entertaining I suppose large notions 
of English credulity, a group of peasants collected 
around us, and none would resign the honour of 
having received the falling General; tliougli no 

George Napier, brother of ihe gallant Officer to whom I have 

been juat alluding, will not acknowledge 

\ " that knight 

Was never dubb*d more bold in fight, 
Nor, when from war and armour free, 
More &med for gentle courtesy ?" 
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two individuals could agree upon the exact spot 
where their zealous aid had been administered. 

These delusive statements arose firom a spirit 
of exaggeration inherent in the Spanish cha- 
racter, and in any oth^ country but Spain might 
have been received, and perhaps not unjustly, as 
indications of a frivolous and insincere disposi* 
tion : but there they were only the expression of 
a foible which played on the surfoce, but had 
taken no root in the mind ; for the same men, on 
any occasion of moment, would have been found 
honest, disinterested, and sincere. Great diffi- 
culty however arose among themselves in recon- 
ciling their conflicting statements. One man 
asserted that his account of the battle must be 
correct, because he still possessed a cannon-ball 
whidi had been discharged on that eventful day ; 
an admirable specimen of Spanish reasoning, 
admitted to be conclusive by his companions: 
another displayed his knowledge of military mat- 
ters, by arguing, that the same piece of artillery 
could at the same time be levelled against two 
objects in different directions, and was equally 
destructive in fiont and rear ; but all possessed 
high notions of British courage. When we ob- 
served that Sir John was not likely to have occu- 
pied a station which they assigned him, as suc]k a 
position would have been unnecessarily perilous, 
they answered, he was brave enough to have 
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placed himself anywhere, " Quite brave enough, 
Senor, to have been a fool." 

We concluded our expedition by entering the 
cottage of a peasant, where we ate some yellow 
bread, made of Indian com, and drank some bad 
wine. The poor people seemed highly gratified 
by our visit ; the Spanish peasants ^e peculiarly 
tenacious of considerate treatment from their su- 
periors, and their native independence breaks 
forth in their language, and is strongly marked in 
their general deportment : it is however unmixed 
with any taint of republican rudeness, and is 
therefore by no means oifensive. In Spain, thai 
land of extraordinary contrasts, the peasantry have 
retained the high feelings which have long ceased 
to influence the labouring classes of countries far 
more wisely governed, at least according to the 
received notions of good government. Experience 
and theory are however sometimes strangely at 
variance ; a peasantry full of independent feding, 
devoted to their country, proud of their position 
as Spanish peasants, and not aspiring to a higher 
condition in the social scale than that which is 
allotted them — fearing God and honouring the 
King — a peasantry embued with such invaluable 
qualities has grown up under that priestly go- 
vernment, which is so continually denounced as 
certain to extinguish every high and manly energy. 

The influence of the monks is least perceptible 
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in the cities^ but it is not in the cities of Spain 
that Spanish Virtue is principally to be found. 
The influence of the monks is chiefly exercised 
upon the labouring classes; and no finer race 
of men exists^ in any part of the worlds than the 
agricultural classes of Spain and Portugal. If 
this position be true, and I cannot think it will be 
denied by any man who has travelled much in 
those countries, how can it be maintained that 
the influence of the convents has been, upon the 
whole, injurious to the well-being of the people ? 
The Protestant prejudices of the religious public 
of Great Britain, naturally indisposed to monastic 
estabUshments, have formed a strange alliance 
upon this point with the infidel portion of the 
'Catholic world, which is unanimously hostile to 
their continuance, and have thus led the English 
mind into a great though general error. 

When accidentally detained by a Royalist 
guerilla, a few years before the period to which 
I am now alluding, some observations which I 
then made confirmed me in the opinion just 
expressed. They were hemmed in by the revo- 
lutionary army, they were involved in the greatest 
peril, and if not actual spectators of the massacre 
of their wives and children in the plain below, 
'were yet conscious of the events in progress, and 
within hearing of the exterminating musketry. 
.Although they were wound up to phrenzy by 
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every circumstance that could exasperate the 
mind of man, and gave way to the most pas- 
sionate language, not an oath or irreligious ex- 
pression at any moment escaped their lips ; and 
a delicacy of moral feeling was perceptible on 
some points, perfectly astonishing in men accus- 
tomed to the rude and lawless habits of guerilla 
warfare, and who were in the daily practice 
of exercising the most unsparing revenge upon 
their prisoners; cruelties which they regarded 
trith comparative indifference, as the necessary 
result of the system adopted by their enemies, 
and consequently as. the only means of meeting 
-their opponents on equal terms, and eflFectively 
maintaining a cause identified in their eyes with 
all that is great and holy. That regulation of 
f^ mind which enabled them to control their lan- 

guage at such a moment of excitement was un- 
questionably the result of monkish influence, and 
was striking indeed, when compared with the 
ribaldry and frequent oaths of the Constitutional 
soldiers, men for the most part taken from the 
towns, and comparatively free from religious scru- 
ples. That regulation of mind must also have 
been habitual, to have produced such results 
under such circumstances ; and if so, 1 have con- 
siderable difficulty in believing that the Spanish 
convents have exercised an unfavourable effect 
on the formation, or in the development of the 
national character. 
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During the Peninsular war the Gallicians are 
said to have destrojed many thousands of their 
enemies : they remained apparently engaged lai 
their usual occupations, as the great French 
detachments marched through their villages ; but 
no sooner had they passed than the spade was 
ezdianged for the musket, and the peacefol pear 
sant became an armed and formidable opponent. 
Thus they rapidly formed into bands, and as 
quickly dissolved; seen rarely, but heard of 
every where, they cut off convoys, and put to 
death the stragglers that followed the invado^ 
army. In one instance they seduced a large 
party into their cottages, regaled them with their 
best cheer, and laid before them their choicest 
wines. The soldiers fell into the snare, became 
intoxicated, and finally unconsdous ; upon which 
the villagers secured the doors, and barred up 
the windows ; and then, forgetting every personal 
consideration in a deep sense of the national 
wrongs, they set fire to their own dwellings, and, 
retreating to a neighbouring eminence, beheld, 
with stern delight, the progress of the flames, 
which carried desolation into the bosom of their 
families, but inflicted a most dreadful retaliation 
on the oppressors of Spain. They saw in silence 
their dwellings sinking successively a prey to the 
devouring element : their women, tfadr very chil- 
dren disdained to breathe a complaint; every 
softer feeling was lost in an overwhelming desire 
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for vengeance. Not a word was spoken till the 
last roof had fallen in ; not a sound was heard 
until it was evident that none of their devoted 
gnests would ever quit their burning tomb; 
but they then gave vent to their suppressed pas- 
sion in a fierce and exulting shout : there was 
more eloquence, there was more deep disint^ 
restedness> there was more genuine patriotism 
in that wild burst of natural feeling than in dl 
the studied declamations of the Cortes. 

We returned to Coruima through a pleasant 
and inclosed country. The excellent position of 
the town, the beauty of its environs, and the 
extreme cheapness of provisions, might render it, 
in tranquil times, a desirable abode for Englisk 
families residing abroad from motives of economy. 
The Spanish possess many advantages over the 
Portuguese towns; for although often situated 
amid delightful scenery, they are generally placed 
on level ground. Lisbon, Oporto, and Coimbra 
are, on the contrary, built on the summits and 
along the slopes of steep hills; a circumstance 
naturally productive of great inconvenience to a 
resident. There is also &r more beauty in the 
appearance of a Spanish, particularly of an An- 
dalusian town ; and the perfect cleanliness of the 
streets is delightful to an Englishman. 

The fortifications of Cbrunna are now in tole- 
rable repair; and had they been less dilapidated 
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in 1809, Sir John Moore might possibly have 
defended the town till the French had been com- 
pelled to retire, from the scarcity of provisions. 
I was shown the house where that gallant officer 
expired, and heard some particulars connected 
with his dying injunctions that increased the 
interest I naturally felt, as an Englishman, in his 
fate. The circumstances attending his interment 
must have been wild and hurried indeed ; for the 
French were already in possession of the suburbs, 
and the British army was rapidly embarking 
when a few faithftil officers consigned their re- 
vered Commander to the tomb. He was buried 
on the lonely rampart, by the side of the roaring 
sea, beneath the dim light of a clouded moon, and 
his funeral obsequies were graced by the heavy 
sound of the hostile cannon, then playing with 
fearful effect on the departing troops. Since 
that time a monument has been erected over the 
.place of his burial, and an inscription has been 
affixed by the British Consul, recording the cir- 
cumstances of his death, in simple and manly 
language. 

I visited the little bay of Orcun, where so many 
fine English horses were slaughtered; and saw 
some curious specimens of petrified wood scat- 
tered along the coast. On the following day I 
heard that a steam-boat, fitted out for the assist- 
ance of the Greeks, and actually proceeding to 
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Greece, had arrived in the harbour. The military 
men under whose command it was called upon 
the Consul. They had suffered from a heavy- 
gale ; and, in an attempt to gain the port, had 
struck upon some rocks at the entrance: an 
accident solely occasioned by the incapacity of 
the pilot, as the navigation of the harbour is 
most easy, the rocks visible, and the water be- 
tween them deep. 

The next morning I was awakened by cries of 
'^ La barca a vapore!" and heard from Antonio 
that another steam- vessel had arrived, which 
jMToved to be my old friend the " Duke of York." 
I visited it, in company with the Consul and the 
officers of health. As we approached the ship, I 
recognised with pleasure and surprise my friend 
Lord Clements, and also saw Captain Boyce, who 
had shown me many kind attentions during my 
voyage to Lisbon. 

On the preceding day, the Spaniards, who had 
never before seen a steam- vessel, had expressed 
the greatest anxiety to go on board the Greek 
steamer, and examine her internal economy, and 
many applications had been made to the Captain, 
who had fixed upon a particular hour for the 
reception of the numerous applicants; but in the 
mean time a far greater potentate, his Hoyal 
Highness of York, arrived, and his appearance 
was as fatal to the splendour of the Greek as-^ 
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■embly as a party given by her Grace of Gordon 
vould haye been destructive of any other enter* 
taininent audacionsly given on the same night. 
I spent the evening with Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett^ 
to whose kindness I was much indebted during 
my diort stay at Corunna, and agreed to sail with 
Cl^saents on the following day to FerroL 

In consequence of the neighbouring dockyardi^ 
Corunna gradually rose into importance during 
the last century; and being one of the nearest 
points of communication with England, its name 
became familiar to the British public even before 
the memorable battle fought in its vicinity. As 
the inhabitants of Corunna were notoriously 
attached to the Constitutional cause, the seat cf 
the provincial government had been lately re- 
moved firom that town to Santiago, which was 
(Hriginally the capital of Gallicia; a measure 
just in itself, but calculated to increase the dis- 
content already created at Corunna by some 
injudicious regulations. Almost every article ci 
cmisumption brought in from the country to the 
town was subjected to a tax, highly inconvenient 
in its operation, as the peasants would no longer 
supply the market with poultry, &:c., without 
specific orders : heavy duties imposed on salt had 
depressed the sardine trade> another grievanoe 
sembly felt by the poor, who subsist principally 
iqpon these SatL I heard that silver was gear 
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isaaiSj htamamg scarce tbnnsghout the eoaatrj, 
aad bare no doabt tfaat such was tlie fact. 

I met several officers yrho had served in tbe 
ConstitutioEtal army, and were actually m a state 
of great destitntiaB. One of tkose unfortunate 
men assured me that his pay was reduced froea 
fifty <k>Ilars a month to twelve; and even this 
diminished allowance was then four months in 
arrear. His lot was certainly sev^e: be had 
served wkh disiinetioa throughout the Penin- 
snfanr war, and had taken no part in the insurree- 
tioB of 1820, GOT in the sobseqiaeBt excesses of the 
Bevolution ; but was now superseded by young 
and inexperienced officers, and oondemned to 
paes the evening of his days in penury and dis- 
grace. He said, with bitterness, that some of 
the Constitutional officers had died of hunger, 
and that the old soldiers had lost more than 
twenty years of life by the events of 1820. His 
language, upon the whole, was temperate: he 
condemned the arbitrary proceedings of the 
Cortes, and spoke of Martines de la Bosa in 
terms of commendation. 

But thus it ever is with the Spanish Constita- 
tianolists : I have seen them on the pinnacle of 
prosperity ; I have seen them in the depths of mis- 
fibrtune. When compelled to eat the bitter bread 
of sorrow and distress, tiMir views nre temperate;, 
their charity universal ; thef then admowledgv 
Iks valne of an endowed church; they ase ma- 
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pressed with the* immense advantages resulting 
from a second chamber ; and, in a truly Christian' 
frame of mind, only wish for the establishment of 
some elementary principles of representative go- 
vernment which may secure liberty of person and- 
undisturbed enjoyment of property: yet when- 
the cloud has passed away, and the revolutionary 
fortunes have become triumphant, the modera- 
*tion of adversity, and the repentance of humi- 
liation are equally forgotten ; and perhaps no 
party in modern times has entertained more 
impracticable views, or waded through a deeper 
sea of guilt, than the truly misnamed Liberal 
party of Spain. 

" I never indulged in the hope," he said, " that 
your government . would interfere to prevent the 
French invasion ; it is not consonant with British 
interests that Spain should possess an energetic 
government." How far the establishment of a vi- 
gorous government in Spain would be favourable 
to the general interests of Great Britain is no 
easy matter to determine ; but never was a sounder 
policy adopted by any administration than that 
which practically directed the councils of this 
country, with reference to the invasion of Spain 
by the French army in 1823. Happy it was in- 
deed for the welfare of the British people, and 
for the universal . interests of Europe, that the 
ministers of the crown . were not goaded by the 
exaggerations pf the press, and by the clamour. 
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of an ill-judging portion of the country, into a 
war with France> for the sake of a system exe« 
crated by a great majority of the Spanish people^ 
and incompatible with the tranquil existence of 
any European monarchy. 

On the following day I embarked with Cle- 
ments in an open boat, and was rowed across 
the water to FerroL We entered a narrow arm of 
the sea, and on landing delivered our letters to 
the Consul, who introduced us to the Crovemori 
an infirm old man. He received us courteously^ 
and asked me many questions respecting the 
actual state of Lisbon, the number and dispo- 
sition of the troops, and the intentions of the 
British government, with which I was wholly 
unacquainted. My answers were fortunately 
guarded, for, in fact, they were carefully re- 
corded, and any indiscreet expression would cet* 
tainly have been afterwards brought up in judg- 
ment against me. When I praised the fine, 
pure climate of Spain, he answered briefly, but 
those few words implied a moumM consciousness 
of her powerless state. Although he pressed me 
to spend the day in his house, I have every 
Veason to believe that he suspected my intentions 
in visiting Ferrol, and recommended the arbi« 
trary measures which were afterwards adopted 
against me. 

In the evening we explored the arsenal and 

H 
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ike dockyards. The rooms in vhich the mssis 
and cables were made were excellent ; the apart* 
ments devoted to the carpenters, smiths, and 
various workmen employed in the constmction 
of ships^ were also admirably adapted to their 
respective purposes. But all are now desarted, 
and on the spot where, forty years ago, several 
thousand workmen were actively engaged, none 
are at present regularly, and but few occasionally 
employed. Two frigates were lying unfinished, 
from the want of funds to complete them. I 
saw the blocks and cables intended for their use, 
and considering the little practice of the work- 
men^ was surprised to find them so well made. 
My guide assured me that he remembered forty 
men-of-war> which averaged eighty guns, lying 
in the deep and spacious basin; but, when I 
visited the harbour, there was not even a solitaiy 
frigate, if we except the two that were unfinished. 
What singular reflections do these facts sug- 
gest ! How forcibly does Ferrol, in its present 
state, impress the mind with the complete decay 
of Spanish resources ! In what striking colours 
does it show the virtual extinction of that power 
within the limits of whose empire the sun never 
set! That deserted basin, those gigantic but 
untenanted apartments, erected at an enormous 
expense, but now crumbling into ruin, not only 
show the inability of the government to conduct 
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operatioBfi on their former scale, but eveii to keep 
the mighty straeture in repair. 

I quitted dements with regret; he returned 
to Corunna, intending to continue hit voyage to 
Lisbon by the Duke of York. Here I finally 
renounced all intention of Tisiting O^n, a sea* 
port on the coast of Asturias^ and set dF fisr 
Lugo, 

The inquiries which I then made about Gijon 
contributed to strengthen the suspicions which^ 
it afterwards appeared, were at this time enter- 
tained by the Spanish authorities respecting the 
objects of my journey. To them I could not 
offer any explanation of my motiye in desiring to 
deviate so far from my general line of route to 
visit an unimportant seap<H*t ; and I reluctantly 
inform the reader of the real cause, as otherwise 
he would hardly comprehend the sequel, and 
might impute to me an overweening love of use* 
less enterprise. The fact is, that Gijon was 
painfiiUy associated with my earliest impressions. 

When I was quite a child, my uncle. Captain 

H , sailed for Spain, not in his naval capa^ 

dty, but as an individual anxious to behold that 
great display of patriotic feeling which was then 
fixing the attention of Europe on the Peninsula. 
He qtdtted England, but never returned again. 
His voyage was prosperous, and he reached the 
Spanish coast in safety, but was unexpectedly 

h2 
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lost at the entrance of the port of Gijon, in the 
sight of numeroua spectators^ and while theit 
shouts of welcome were ringing in his ears. The 
overwhelming intelligence of this event wa&t 
brought to us in the West of England on a 
beautiful summer evening; and though more 
than twenty years have elapsed^ I still retain a 
vivid recollection of all the circumstances of that 
eventful day. 

I was sitting by the sick couch of one — 

*' All angel naw, though little less than all 
While yet a pilgrim in this world below/' 

reading the captivating tale of Bobin Hood and 
his merry men in the green forest, and occa^ 
flionally looking out on the deer stalking amid 
the high fern, the waving woods, and the shadows 
lengthening as the sun sank lower in the west. 
I recollect this childish occupation being abruptly 
interrupted by my dear Father's sudden entrance. 
The deep despair which his countenance ex- 
pressed in the first moment of poignant affliction 
for the loss of a Brother whom he had loved in 
Ho ordinary degree, is still imprinted on my 
mind. His emotion only filled me with terror 
and surprise, for I was then too young to com- 
prehend immediately the cause and extent of his 
grief. 
It so chanced that about this time the sky, till 
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then unusually serene^ became suddenly overcast^ 
the wind arose^ and a pitiless storm beat against 
the windows as if the heavens were changing in 
sympathy with our altered feelings. 

The nature of the coast of Gijon, its perilous 
bar^ and the wild sea that dashed over it on the 
unfortunate day on which my uncle perished^ 
were for several months a subject of earnest con- 
versation. These circumstances were calculated 
to leave an indelible impression on the youngs 
mind; time has not effaced them from my me- 
mory, and probably never will. As a child I was 
anxious to behold the scene of the catastrophe, 
and even in manhood a similar feeling, growing 
out of early associations, and stronger than I like 
even now to confess, made me wish to undertake 
^ voyage, rather hazardous at that time of the 
year, in a little trading vessel to Gijon. I was 
however prevented from executing my purpose 
by a continuance of adverse winds ; but my in* 
tention, though never carried into effect, pro* 
duced singular and unexpected results. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Curious Coctume of the Maragattos — ^Dou FeKppe Moreda— Tht 
Author airwted — State of Parties in Spain — ^Anecdote of King 
Ferdinand— Journey to Santiago with the Royalist Volunteers 
— Ruinous Building— Rohber Tales of the Spaniard — ^Supersti- 
tions of the Portugues»-r-Th8 Escolar, or Wolf-impeller-— A 
truly loyal Dame— Superstition of the Negro — Ludicrous dis- 
comfiture of an Alcalde. 

XiBAviNG Ferrol I continued my journey to the 
souths and travelling through a country wild« 
blealc^ and only partially cultivated, arrived at 
liugo in the beginning of November. Finding 
that I had reached the town at too late an hour 
in the day to obtain provisions, I went to a neigh- 
bouring tavern, and was supplied with food rathar 
resembling than tasting like meat. The tavern 
was small, smoky, and crowded with peasants; 
among whom I saw many muleteers, from a par- 
ticular district in the neighbourhood of Astorga, 
called maragattos from their very remarkable 
dress. They wore the scarf and large brimmed 
hat of chivalrous Castile, while their ftill, long 
drawers seemed to bespeak a Moorish extrac- 
tion; but some believe them to be descended 
from a Roman colony, and this part of their attire 
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to be rather Roman than Mahometan. The dark 
Imt glistening leather, which coYered their broad 
chests like a protecting breast-plate, resembled 
armour partially stained with rust, and combined 
with their hard and weather-beaten visages to 
give them the appearance of old feudal retainers. 
I afterwards called on Don Felippe Moreds, 
the Commandant of the town, and, during his 
temporary absence on official business, conversed 
with his daughter, a pleasing and intelligent 
person. Though young, she had seen much of 
the world, and had evidently profited by her 
observations. Near her was seated a lady, ap- 
parently a rdative, whose countenance beamed 
with good humour, but she gave no indications 
of that cultivated understanding which distin- 
gnished her companion. They were both anxions 
to ascertain whether I had met certain Spanish 
refugees in the course of my wanderings, and if 
I knew any particulars of their fate. The young 
lady, who had probably some tender motive for 
inquiry, repeatedly led the conversation to the 
same point, but so gradually, and with so much 
grace and tact, that I did not immediately suspect 
that her questions were dictated by any stronger 
* feeling than curiosity. While she displayed con- 
siderable knowledge of foreign countries, I was 
often amused by the crude opinions which the 
elder lady expressed upon general subjects, and 
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Ber exclamations of wonder on the statement of 
very ordinary facts. She exhibited a ludicrous 
degree of amazement when I aUudecl incidentally 
to the British Constitution, as she had never 
heard of its existence; a manifestation of igno* 
ranee evidently annoying to my fair young friend, 
who checked her, but in so light and delicate a 
manner, that her reproof was neither painful to 
the person who received, nor to the bystander 
who heard it. 

We were joined at dinner by her brother, a 
fine young officer, and afterwards by Muscoso, 
who was Minister of the Interior during the re- 
volution of 1820. In the evening we walked 
round the walls of the town : the foundations are 
ancient, but the superstructure was hastily raised 
by Quiroga, in 1823, when the French troops 
were advancing upon Liigo. 

I returned to the inn at a late hour, and re- 
tired to rest. In the middle of the night I was 
awakened by my servant, who told me that some 
officers of the police were waiting below to ac- 
company me to the Town-hall, where my presence 
was required. Tired and sleepy, and greatly 
disinclined to comply with this ill-timed invita- 
tion, I si>eedily dismissed Antonio, and his dis^^ 
missal was quickly followed by a satellite of office 
in propria persona. He entered the room des- 
canting hugely on the groiss indecoruin of my 
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,tonduct in presuming to sleep when the Eing*B 
authorities were themselves deprived of sleep cto 
iny account, and urged me to rise as I valued 
my reputation for loyalty. 

Sundry guarantees for my appearance on the 
next day having been tendered and rejected^ I 
had no alternative; so^ following my garrulous 
disturber, I went to the Town-hall, where I found 
the Authorities assembled. I begged to know 
their reason for summoning me at such an Un- 
usual hour, but could not obtain a direct answer; 
and although their language indicated a strong 
suspicion of some part of my conduct, I was 
unable to discover the circumstances upon which 
it was founded, or the point to which it tended. 
It was, however, evident, from theur questions, 
that they viewed my journey into that part of* 
the country with uneasiness, and were peculiarly^ 
jealous of my communications with Muscoso and 
Moreda. For some time they pretended to find 
fault with my passport, but when they were fairly 
driven from a position wholly untenable, they pre- 
tended to be in possession of facts which they 
refused to reveal, but which, according to their 
statements, fully authorized their proceedings. 

After much vexatious discussion I returned to 
the, inn, accompanied by a young officer, who re- 
quested me to breakfast with him on the follow- 
ing morning, and urged his invitation so warmly, 

h3 
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flut I could not decline it. He was a. native of 
Andalusia, and firom my knowledge of the An* 
daluMan diaracter, from the light and boastful 
manner in which he spoke of the numerous 
friends he would invite to meet me, and from his 
evident connexion with the Authorities, I have 
no doubt he was perfectly aware that drcum- 
atances would effectually prevent me from putting 
his hospitality to the test. 

On the following morning I found myself 
placed under arrest, and unable to leave the 
inn, a guard being stationed at the door. In 
this dilemma I wrote to my friend the Com- 
mandant, requesting him to obtain my release, 
or, at aU events, to acquaint me with the nature 
of the charges preferred against me. He imme- 
diately came to the inn, and informed me that I 
had been arrested on political grounds, express- 
ing at the same time great indignation at the 
conduct of the civil authorities, with whom he was 
evidently at variance ; for, indeed, he intnnated 
that my c<»nmunications with Muscoso and him- 
self had precipitated my arrest. 

To sudi a curious state of disorganization was 
the Spanish government redticed in 1827, that the 
component members of the local adininistrations 
were engaged in watching and counteracting each 
other at a time of great genial alarm, and whan 
the cahn cooperation of the civil authorities was 
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peculiarly requisite. It must be remembered that 
a civil war was then raging in Catalonia^ and had 
increased to so great an extent, that the King had 
. actually left Madrid, and, in the hope of checking 
its progress, had proceeded to Tarragona. 

It so happened, that when I quitted Spain in 
1822, the Catalans were carrying on a deadly war- 
fare with their government ; and now, when I re- 
entered the kingdom, after a lapse of fiye years, 
I found that martial people engaged in another 
desperate conflict. The mode in which the insur- 
gents conducted their operations was similar in 
both these arduous struggles; but the principle, 
upon which their opposition to the government was 
founded, had materially changed. In 1822 they 
enjoyed the sympathy of every generous mind, 
for the motives which impelled them to arms were 
great and generous : they fought for all that is 
dear to the freeman, for landmarks cherished from 
boyhood, for privileges hallowed by time, for rights 
inherited from their ancestors : their passions were 
kindled by the sight of the revered teachers of their 
faith driven from their altars, homeless and house- 
less : their arms were raised in defence of one who 
had erred, perhaps, but who was still the repre- 
sentative of the ancient monarchy — of that mighty 
pile under whose protecting roof they had grown 
and strengthened, under which their greatest 
spirits had been reared, to which their fondest 
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recollections attacked^ and which the spoiler 
sought not to reform, not to repair^ but utterly 
and remorselessly to destroy *. 

In that great northern struggle of 1822, Cata- 
lonia went forth lion-hearted against the oppres- 
sor. Navarre, and Aragon, and Biscay followed in 
her wake, and their appeal against the misgovem- 
ment of the Cortes found an echo in every loyal 
heart, and in every comer of the kingdom. But 
in 1827 the Catalan insurgents were leagued to- 
gether for very different purposes. Their leaders 
were impelled by two motives : the first was to 
increase the ascendency of the Church, as the 
only effectual barrier against any future assump- 
tion of power by the Constitutionalists i and this 
object many of them proposed to effect by re-esta- 
blishing the Inquisition, and by arming it with 
all the powers it possessed in the most dismal 
period of Spanish history. Their policy was in 
this respect mistaken ; for had they succeeded in 
restoring and rendering that tribunal an oppres- 
sive engine of government, such a measure would 
have created great discontent in the towns, and 
have precipitated the fall of the existing institu- 
tions : the restoration of the Inquisition, altered and 
improved, so as to meet the improved spirit and 
the more humane policy of the present day, might 
have been a proceeding neither unwise nor un- 

* For a wild adventoie that befel the Author, in 1822, among 
these Catalan iniurgentSi vide Note at the end of this volume. 
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\Uip6pular ; but the Inquisition, the whole Inqui- 
$ition> and nothing but the Inquisition, restored 
in its ancient spirit, and with its ancient tigovLi^ 
eould only have been maintained by a system of 
vigilant persecution, which would have ultimately 
recoiled on their own heads. 

To this desire of increasing the ascendency of 
the Church was added an ungovernable thirst of 
vengeance, produced by the tyranny of the Cortes 
diiring their day of power ; and, considered in 
this light, the second Catalan insurrection may be 
truly said to have resulted from the first. Thi^t 
dreadful commotion, the great northern revolt of 
1822, in which eighty thousand persons are said 
to have perished in the field and on the scaffold, 
had left inextinguishable feuds, and injuries that 
could only be appeased by blood. During that 
struggle deeds had been done which could not 
be forgotten, crimes had been committed by th6 
Constitutionalists which could not be forgiven. 
Prisoners had been slaughtered after the fight 
was over; and peacefril civilians, dragged froni 
their homes, had been butchered without a form 
of trial, for no specific offence, but solely because 
they entertained opinions hostile to the ruling 
party! They fell, but falling they bequeathed 
to their kinsmen a legacy of hatred and revenge 
not likely to be neglected by the fiery Catalan. 
. These motives influenced, the leaders of the 
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iBflttrreciion of 1827, while the misjudging crowd 
tliat rallied round their standard believed King 
Ferdinand to be still a prisoner in the hands (kf 
their fbrmer enemies — ^that Constitutional faction, 
so notoriously hostile to the Monarchy and the 
Church. To the surprise of his mutinous sub- 
jects, he appeared among them, he spoke, ^££ 
dieto citius tumida tBquara placat.'' His presence 
restored a deluded people to their lost allegiance ; 
and that insurrection, which had baffled all the 
efforts of the gOTcmment, which had been gra- 
dually extending, and at length threatened to 
convulse the whole kingdom, was at once and 
completely dissipated: the astonished peasants, 
discovmng that they had acted in opposition to 
their Sovereign's will, forsodc their leaders, aban* 
doned even their priests, and came in crowds to 
the presence, confessing their error, and imploring 
the royal clemency. 

When I was arrested at Lugo in 1827, this, the 
second insurrectioii, was at its height, and the 
ksue still doubtful. But though the civil war 
was confined to the eastern provinces^ a secret 
atrug^e was at that period carried on tfarou^ont 
Spain between the partisans of the actual ministry 
and those who strove to establish a more rigorous 
and intolerant system. The insnrgents weie 
called Cadists, because they professed the priiii- 
ciples attributed, I believe ungostly, to Son 
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Carlos^ the King's brother^ wkose elevatioii to 
ike throne^ however irregular the mode by which 
it must then have been effiscted^ was still desired 
by the ultra-BoyaUst faction, as the readiest 
means of obtaining a government more congenial 
to tli^ir views. 

But there were many persons belonging to 
the provincial administrations who disclaimed 
any connexion with the insurgents, yet were clar 
morous for the adoption of coercive measures 
agwinst all persons suspected of any Constitu- 
tional tendency. They advocated this policy, 
because they thought the eventual success of 
the Carlists probable, and still more because 
they detested their temperate colleagues, whom 
they looked upon as the remnants of the Consti- 
tutional party, and were consequently anxious to 
exclude from any share in the government. Such 
was the state of feeling which then prevailed 
among the authorities of Lugo, and such a 
struggle, unseen but vk>Ient, secretly divided 
official men over all those parts of the kingdom 
which were not convulsed by open war. The 
Commandant of Lugo, Dcm Felippe Moreda, was 
a nmn of high honour, sincerely attached to his 
royal master, but averse to intemperate measures, 
fAile the civil authorities were secretly fevour- 
able to the ultra-Boyalfet party, and therefore 
regarded him with jealousy and dislike. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



160 GALLICIA. [CU, V4 

It was curious to observe how completely' th^ 
Constitutionalists appeared to be forgotten iii 
the struggle then maintained between the diffcf 
rent Boyalist &ctions. To me, who had seen> five 
years before^ the democratic principle triumphant 
throughout Spain, the Crown shorn of its privi* 
leges and existing only by sufferance, the gigantic 
poyfev of the Church subverted, and the land- 
marks of ages swept away, it seemed indeed 
extraordinary that such a torrent should have 
so completely subsided, and have left no traces 
of its desolating course. The distinctive appel- 
lations of the various parties, which served a& 
watchwords in the excited days of the revolii* 
tionary rule, had not only Ibst the powerful spell 
which they once exercised over the minds of their 
adherents, but were almost obliterated. 

On my return to Spain I had a new vocabulary 
to learn, and to become acquainted with interestcT 
that a few years before had not an existence. 
The Factiosos, the Seirviles, the Communerog, 
and the Descamisados, names once fraught with 
hope and terror to their respective Mends and 
enemies, were now swallowed up in the all-ab- 
sorbing distinctions of Fernandistas and Carlistas. 
But although the public attention was rivietted 
on the combatants who then filled the, arena, 
the actors in the late tragedy were not quiescenti 
for the Constitutionalists still maintained com«* 
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iniihications with their exiled friends in Portugal^ 
■who were watching the tide of events, and only 
waiting for a favourable opportunity to descend 
on the coast of Gallicia; nor were the authorities 
Itegardless of their machinations, for they kept a 
steady eye upon their slightest movements. 

The Spanish Constitutionalists spoke of their 
Actual situation in the most desponding terms. 
A man of rank assured me that arrests had 
been lately of such frequent occurrence, that he 
breathed his native air in fear and trembling* 
^*We now pray," he said, "that Gallicia may 
become incorporated with Portugal." The vio- 
lence of party animosity must have been great, 
indeed, which could have excited, in the mind 
of a Spaniard, sentiments so little congenial to 
Spanish pride. The Constitutionalists were pre- 
pared to renounce every long-cherished feeling 
of national antipathy, were willing to be sepa* 
irated from a great and ancient monarchy, to 
lose a great and glorious name, and become sub* 
ject to a minor and comparatively insignificant 
state, solely, as he said, to participate in the ad* 
Vantages resulting from a Constitution eminently 
aristocratic in its elements. Yet these are the 
men who, in 1823, rushed upon a war that termi- 
nated theur political existence, because they would 
flot submit to the tyranny of a second Chamber* 
The Constitutionalists did not, however^ attri- 
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bate to the King, personallj, mny acts of indm- 
dnal oppression, but to a party, at one time 
stronger than the throne itself. 

Perhaps the wisest man coM. not haire steered 
through the sea of troubles, upon which Ferdinand 
was then embarked, without incurring much cen*- 
sure, and falling into many apparent errors. For, 
while the Constitutionalists were ready to avail 
themselves of any incidents favourable to their 
eause, a powerM faction, in the country and tm 
the government, were extremely irritated by his 
reluctance to adopt the views of the ultra-Boyalist 
party. He refused to remove from offices of 
trust many moderate men in whose personal 
attachment he had reason to confide, and even 
retained some individuals who had not been in«> 
disposed to the Constitution. At that perilous 
cri^, the period during which my Gallician expe- 
dition was undertaken, he showed a degree of 
moral courage which his previous actions would 
not huve led us to expect; and terminated the 
insurrection, by proceeding in person into the 
heart of the disturbed districts; but it must be 
admitted that frequent and cruel executions su&- 
eeeded and disgraced his triumphs. As I am 
leaking of King Ferdinand I will allude to the 
very peculiar circumstances under ^hich I first 
saw Mm, some years before the period to whiA 
1 «m now adverting. 
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TTEvelKng, in the aotumn of 1821, with mj 

frieBd, and now my brother-in-law, Mr. P , 

we arrived at the inn adjoining the Escurial. 
My readers may perhaps recollect that the Spanish 
Bevolution occurred in 1820, and that during the 
years 1821, 1822, and indeed until the occupation 
rf the territory by the French armies in 1823, the 
eountry was distracted by civil dissensions. At 
the period of our arrival at the Escurial, the 
popular party was completely triumphant; the 
Cortes, imbued with a very democratic spirit, was 
hurried into the worst excesses by a party stiH 
more unscrupulous ; the nobility were degraded 
and their property plundered ; the priesthood were 
persecuted ; the power of the crown was not cur- 
tailed, but annihilated, and the person of the King 
insulted. The great northern revolt in favour of 
the Crown had not yet broken out, but the exas^- 
peration of feeling throughout the disaffected 
]^Povinces was extreme; the Royalists were every 
where in a state of active though secret prepara- 
tion for the approaching contest, and were only 
waiting for the countenance of foreign powers to 
commence the struggle. The French troops were 
at that time ranged along the Pyrenean fixmtier, 
ostensibly to protect the French provinces from 
the yellow fever, then ravaging Barcelona, but 
really to control the progress of a revolutioB> 
which had become altogether incompatible with 
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the safety, or even the existence of the Boutbon 
dynasty. At that critical moment every heart 
in the court circle indulged the hope of French 
assistance, and every loyal eye was turned t6 
France, 

Soon after our arrival at the Escurial, we has«» 
tened to see the palace, which was shown us by 
a valet, and, as we were afterwards informed, the 
most confidential servant of the King. As We 
were leaving the palace, he asked us if we wished 
to be presented to his Majesty. We said iti 
answer, we hoped to have that honour at Madridi 
where the British Minister was then residing, 
and where we intended to remain some time. He 
replied, that, if we desired to sec the King, his 
Majesty would dispense with the established eti* 
quette, and he would call at the inn at ten o'clock 
in the evening, and conduct us to the palace. We 
Ivere naturally surprised, but as he seemed sure 
of his ground, we no longer declined a propo* 
sition so little in accordance with the forms that 
generally surround a court, and which were, more* 
over, pecuUarly strict at the Spanish palace* In 
the evening he called at the inn, at the hour 
agreed on, and told us that two of the ministers 
had arrived from Madrid, bringing his Majesty 
the very alarming intelligence of a revolt ju^t 
broken out at Seville and Cadiz, at the insti* 
gation of the republican party; the King was 
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Qpnsequently engaged^ and our presentation must 
be postponed till the following morning. Ac- 
cordingly he appeared the next day and accom- 
panied us to the palace; and having conducted 
VLB into a large apartment, departed, saying that 
he would inform the King of our arrival. 

The King was in an inner room communicating 
with the apartment in which we were left, and 
through which the nobles and gentlemen of the 
cburt were continually passing and repassing. 
As far as we could judge, the confusion produced 
in the palace by the intelligence just received was 
extreme, and an expression of thought and anxiety 
overcast every face. Yet notwithstanding the 
general uneasiness, several persons, perceiving, 
we were strangers, paused for a moment as they 
passed through the room and addressed us, obvi- 
ously from a sense of politeness. At length two. 
gentlemen entering the apartment drew near us^ 
and the tallest made some general observations* 
I remember replying, civilly no doubt, but perhaps 
a little carelessly, and asking some question in 
return, when I observed an expression of surprise 
pass over the face of the individual whom I ad- 
dressed, such as might be perceptible on the covaj^ 
tenance of a well-bred man, at the infraction of 
some established conventional form. This at- 
tracted my attention. I looked more stedfastly 
at him, and remembering a picture which I had 
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leen contemplatuig only tlie day before in one 
et the apartments of the palace^ I reoc^ised the 
King* : the featares were the same, the expressioB 
was the same — I had no doobt. I instantly bent 
Hie knee aec<»ding to the Spanish fieushion ; the 
Eang perceived my previous mistake, goodhn- 
moiixedly continued the conversation for some 
minutes, and then departed with {he Marquis 
de 9 the major-domo of the palace. 

Thus ended this singular interview. I cannot 
but suppose that in consequence of our arrival at 
the Escurial direct from Paris, and before we had 
visited Madrid, a suspicion was exdted in the 
mind of the King's valet that we were secret but 
accredited organs of that French party with which 
the Spanish Boyalists, and the King himself, 
were then in active and constant communication. 
Perhaps, also, some expressions of our sym- 
pathy with the royal embarrassments may have 
strengthened this notion. Motives, too, were 
quickly imputed; for at that disturbed period 
few persons, if any, travelled for their amuse* 
ment, and during the time we then passed in 
Spain I do not remember having met a single 
person journeying through the country, unin- 
fluenced by private or political business. 

Nor was this supposition, if really entertained, 
improbable, as the course we undesignedly pur^ 
sued would have been unquestionably adopted 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CH. y.] THK EICURIAL. 167 

hf any BoyaHst agent, for the Egcurial was at 
tliat time the vary centre and focus of Royalisl 
mtrigne; iand to its friendly sliades the conrt 
zetired from the dangerous observation of Madrid, 
to receive its secret communications and pursue 
its schemes of liberation from the tyrannous 
bondage of the Cortes> undiscovered and uninter* 
lupted. We vrere afterwards saluted more than 
once by signs of an eipressive nature, to which 
a hidden signification was attached, and which 
were then currently interchanged among the ad- 
herents of the Boyal cause. 

On the day before we left the Escurial we at- 
tended the convent church, and heard the frineral 
service magnificently performed over one of the 
royal infants just deceased : the evening was fast 
closing as we left the assembled crowds and 
passed into the sacristy : there, while we stood 
c^posite the Perla, giving a last lingering look 
at that exquisite production of Italian art, two 
gentlemen approached us, one of whom, separat- 
ing from his companion, passed close to us and 
said, in a low but clear voice, *' Vive le RoL" He 
paused for a moment^ apparently in expectation 
of the answering watchword, but as we remained 
silent he rapidly withdrew. 

The magnificence rather than the beauty of 
the Escurial palace, the splendour of the Escurial 
convent, the cruel uncertainty of the King's posi- 
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tion, our own singular recognition of that nio<t 
narch> the mystery which hung over the court, 
and the mysterious communications which seemed 
to be carrying on in those dark cloisters and long 
corridors so fitted for the purpose of intrigue, 
made a deep impression on my mind^ and I long 
remembered with interest our visit to the Escurial. 

A short time afterwards I was presented in a 
more formal manner to the King and Queen. 
The Queen was just of age, having on that very 
day accomplished her eighteenth year, on which 
account it was kept with great state at court : it 
was then, however, no time for pomp ; events were 
critical, the republican insurrections of Cadiz and 
Seville were unsubdued; the Queen was reviled, 
and the King denounced in the public journals as 
a traitor to the state : in short, the democrats 
were faithfully following the march of the French 
revolution, and the least apprehensive began to 
anticipate a similar consummation of the royal 
griefs. 

That anniversary of her birth, a day which, in 
the palaces of kings, is generally ushered in with 
every demonstration of popular joy, was produc- 
tive of no pleasure to the youthful Queen : upon 
that occasion no gratulating songs were pre- 
sented to her, according to the fashion of the 
land, but the fierce Tragala, breathing a deadly 
hate to royalty in every line, was sung by hostile 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



€H. v.] THE QUEEN. 169 

voices almost under the palace windows ; she waa 
evidently much alarmed at the lowering aspect of 
affairs, and could scarcely restrain her tears in th© 
presence of the assembled Court. 

I was struck by the alteration which had taken 
place in her appearance ; but three weeks before 
I had seen her in the garden of the Escurial 
feeding some gold fish in a little pond, and 
afterwards ascending a tower and counting the 
steps with the light-hearted playfulness of a girl. 
She was rather pretty, and very interesting ; ex- 
tremely devout, and much beloved by those 
around her; taken from her Saxon home, to 
which she was passionately attached, the destined 
bride of the King of Spain, instead of the peaceful 
pomp and universal homage which she had been 
led to expect, in a land once renowned for the 
loyalty of its citizens and the gallantry^ of its 
nobles, she found on her arrival at Madrid the 
storms of civil war darkening around a throne, 
endangered by the progressive usurpations of 
the Cortes, and exposed to the insults of a de- 
moralized populace. 

During those days of revolutionary agitation, 
she is said to have spent many weary hours, 
bewailing the departed pleasures of her German 
youth, and anticipating with a heavy heart the 
terrors of the time to come; but her alBSiictions, 
though great, were brief, and she is now, and has 

I 
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long been, in that peaeefal region, ''where the 
wicked cease firom troubling, and the weary are 
«t rest." Had the life of this interesting Queen 
been prolonged^ Spain would probably have been 
spared a host of calamities. 

Since my visit to the Escurial, how many 
dianges have occurred! King Ferdinand and 
Ids youthful Consort are no more ; the Brother, 
who then graced the court, is now an exiles 
struggling for his throne. The chivalrous Eroles> 
the life and soul and leader of the Boyal cause, is 
numbered with the dead. The brave O'Donnel 
has been butchered in cold blood, and his body 
horribly mutilated by the unpunished adherents 
of Mina and the present Queen ; !Kego, then the 
idol of the Spanish populace, at whose approach . 
the incessant shout was raised, and over whose 
triumphant march the choicest flowers of the year 
were strewed, has died upon a Spanish scaffold. 
The Empecinado, who shared his crimes or 
glories, — which you. will, — has shared his fate; 
Torrijos has met the bloody death he so re- 
lentlessly administered; and Mina, a murderer 
upon system, though still alive, is sinking to the 
grave oppressed with disease and infamy. 

But to my narrative. — I remained a prisoner 
in my apartment at the inn at Lugo till three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when I received an in« 
tunation from the authorities, that they intended 
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tn send me to Santiago, the capital of 6aUicia» 
and expected rae to commence my jouniey to that 
caij wLthin an hour. Accordingly, at four o*clock, 
six Boyalist Volnnteers> consisting of four foot- 
addiers and a sergeant and corporal, mounted^ 
arrived at the inn. After a warm and ineffectual 
paper-war with the Authorities, I turned my 
horse's head to Santiago, and left Lugo under 
the escort of this trusty band. Besides the in- 
dignation naturally excited in my mind by this 
extraordinary proceeding, the personal inconve- 
nience was extremely gteat, as I had intended to 
visit Orense, and, re-entering Portugal by the 
north-eastern frontier, explore those parts of the 
Trazos Montes which I had not yet seen. 

Santiago lay in a direction precisely opposite 
to Orense, and as I had already spent some days 
in that city, it had not the recommendation of 
novelty to counterbalance the great annoyance 
arising from this compulsory change of route. 
The soldiers were attired in the light-blue uni- 
form which then distinguished the adherents of 
the Crown ; and white tassels, considered the un- 
fidling badge of a bianco, or white man, hung 
from their caps. '^We are called blancos, an 
epithet used to designate the children of pure 
faith and loyalty," said a high-spirited young 
soldier, one of the most ardent Royalists of the 
band. Divers men and miiles followed in our* 

i2 
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train^. ^nd thus encumbered^ our progress was of 
necessity extremely slow, and was moreover in-»- 
terrupted by frequent orders from the sergeant 
to halt Two soldiers, who had evidently received 
injunctions to. keep up with my horse, walked 
constantly by ray side. Our route lay across a. 
wild heath tract, then lighted up by the last 
splendours of a setting sun. 

We arrived, at a late hour, on the confines of a 
small village, and stopped at the door of a ruinous 
building, formerly belonging to the government, 
but now used as a resting place by the few travels, 
lers who wandered over those unfrequented wilds. 
We were received by its only tenant, an old wo-, 
man, whom the superstitious terrors of an earlier, 
age would have invested with the character of a 
sorceress ; for her arms were bare and withered, 
her visage wrinkled, and she was surrounded by 
an awful and appropriate number of cats ; and 
indeed she was actually regarded with a strange 
mixture of veneration and abhorrence by tha. 
neighbouring peasants. The night was dark and 
bitter, but we dispelled the darkness and the 
cold by heaping ample supplies of heath upon the 
fire, which blazed high, and sending a thousand 
corruscations over the huge rafters, lit up the 
gloomy recesses of the old building. There wer^ 
benches, but not a single chair or table in the? 
apartment; candles we had none, for the ^^Lady 
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Sorceress'* declared, that she rose at the break of 
day, and retired to rest when the sun went down ; 
and moreover expected her guests to adopt her 
primitive habits, for this, she said, was what God 
intended. "Or the Devil?" muttered one of the 
soldiers, aware of the imputations that attached 
to our antiquated hostess. Provisions we ap- 
peared for a long time to have little prospect of 
obtaining, but at length, after several foraging 
expeditions, some black broth, ''meminisse horret,'^ 
was brought in a wooden bowl, garnished with 
bread of the same Tartarean hue. The soldiers; 
with the delicacy and good-feeling eminently 
characteristic of the lower orders in Spain, offered 
me all the scanty provision they could procure; 
nor did they appear to desire that any part should 
be reserved for themselves, although they must 
have greatly stood in need of refreshment, as 
they had been marching from four till eleven 
o'clock at night, over a rugged country. Of course 
I divided equally our little store, and it was plea- 
sant to see the grateful feeling excited by this tri- 
fling mark of consideration. But the candidates 
for a share of the supply were very dispropor- 
tioned to the amount in possession, so that the 
process of distribution became ludicrous, and only 
furnished a practical proof of the infinite divisibi- 
lity of matter. 

Though most indignant with the potentates of 
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Lugo, I oould not entertain any hostile feeling 
against my travelling companions, who were firee 
Irotn any participation in the foolish acts of their 
jmperiors, and were merely their unwilling instra- 
ments. They evidently believed that I was guilt- 
less of any serious offence ; but in spite of this 
general impression, I perceived that strong, 
though short-lived suspicions, occasionally passed 
through their minds. While these feelings pre- 
vailed, though still respectful in manner, their 
countenances were serious and even clouded, and 
they seemed absorbed in thought ; for these men 
were sincerely attached to the Royal cause, and 
would have looked with horror upon any ag^oit 
of the Constitutionalists. 

Throughout the journey they tried to soften 
all that was disagreeable in the peculiar state of 
our mutual relations, and invariably treated me 
with respect Had their conduct been different 
tny situation would have been intolerable; for, 
having received positive injunctions never to lose 
Bight of me, I was not occasionally, but constantly 
in their society. It is true, they placed the least 
possible restraint upon my actions, and were ever 
ready to sacrifice their inclination to mine ; still 
they were scrupulously exact in the execution of 
their orders. If I wished to inspect any objects 
of curiosity near the places where we halted, they 
were always willing to accompany me, however 
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hiigned they migbt he; wYma 1 Tetirad to mj 
apartment, if the subdUTkions of the SBiseraUb 
hovek, at which ire stoppecU deserve the nane^ I 
was regularly attended by a guard ; indeed* on 
horseback or on foot, asleep or «wake, a watchful 
eye was ever fixed upon me. No man^ who baa 
not been the object of such unremitting vigilance 
for some days together, can at all conceive the 
nervous s^ase of moral oppression whidi it at 
length induces. It depresses the spirits to an 
extent not justified by the cause, it weighs like a 
night-mare on the mind and tortures it, as water 
does the human frame, when drop falls after drop 
upon the same part, producing irritation solely hf 
its continuous action. When at length released 
firom this vexatioiis thraldom, I can hardly ex^ 
press the pleasure of finding myself restored to 
the enjoyment of my solitary chamber. 

But I am digressing. — The soldiers and mule-* 
teers were ranged on the benches in our rmnow 
abode, and I had made a seat of heather for my- 
self within the fireplace under the huge chimney. 
Manuel, my Portuguese muleteer, was becoming 
reconciled to the loss of his supper, by the oppor* 
tunity it afforded him of exulting in the «\q^ 
rior comforts (^ his own country ; and he loudlf 
declared, that he had never seen aland so utterly 
degraded as 6aUicia» or so evidently branded 
with the Divine displeasure. I began to fear,- hit 
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national antipatliies would light up the torch of 
discord among our Spanish allies ; but although 
his language was strong, he was probably aware 
of the lengths to which he could safely proceed, 
as I observed that he averted, more than once, 
their rising indignation, by a well- timed and 
humorous sally. My friend, who had declared him- 
self a bianco, was a high-spirited young soldier, 
eager in his manner, and unmeasured in his ex- 
pressions ; but the Corporal possessed the most 
varied humour of the party. He was an admirable 
ihimic, and amused us by a series of lively obser- 
vations, and practical jokes. Seizing one of our 
landlady's cats, he convulsed the circle, by makings 
poor puss respond to his questions by a whine 
that was mournful in its tone, or eager, or indiffe- 
rent, according to the nature of his interrogatory ; a 
feat which he contrived by pressing the side of the 
animal unperceived, upon which it naturally cried 
out, and the peculiar intonation of that cry varied 
according to the suddenness and degree of the 
pressure applied. The trick was cleverly managed : 
it was not cruel, as the creature did not appear 
to suffer, and the effect was inconceivably ludicrous. 
Yet beneath this wild buffoonery, a mine of deep 
piety and enthusiastic feeling lay concealed; a 
disposition less apparent in his conversation than 
in the fervour of his manner, and the prostration 
of spirit with which he approached any holy relics. 
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In passing through the convent of San Martin, 
he spoke rather in sad and serious, than in bitter 
language, of the Constitutionalists who had vio- 
lated the shrine. The Sergeant, and leader of 
the troop, a native of Castile, was imbued with all 
the gravity of his country ; he was cold and cau- 
tious, and said little; but although he appeared to 
observe minutely all that took place, it was not 
easy to discover, in the hard lines of his immove- 
able countenance, either the general character of 
the man, or the impression produced on his mind 
by passing occurrences. 

As the night wore on, the party closed round 
the roaring fire, and the conversation became 
general. Banditti, a subject of unfailing interest 
among the lower classes in Spain, were first dis- 
cussed. They dwelt upon the plaided Catalan 
who, couched behind some jutting rock, springs 
like a tiger on the thoughtless traveller, bids him 
give up his gold, and never bids him twice! 
Nor did they forget the Andalusian bandit, 
mounted on the steed he calls by some high 
sounding name and loves with the love that 
other men yield only to the ladies of their 
hearts ; an outlawed race, the genuine heirs of 
old romance, whose courteous bearing still lends 
refinement to their guilty trade, and invests their 
lawless acts with the chivalry of times long past. 
Many a tale of those robber chiefs was told, 

i3 
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many a feat was recorded of the Bold J«iiies 6f 
Valentia, an extraordinary man, tl^ mingled 
terror and admiration of his native distnct» when 
I passed through it in 1822. 

The soldiers now related bis expl<»ts with -a 
kind of gloomy pride> they detailed his hair- 
breadth, and according to their account, mirao«i- 
lous escapes, with manifest satisfaction ; and con- 
trasted his deeds of horrible cruelty to the great, 
with his unbounded generosity to the poor. In 
those statements there was much truth mixed 
up with much romance : when I was in Valentia, 
this powerful adventurer paid the taxes of at 
least five villages, or small towns, lying within 
the limits of the mountain territory, over whidi 
for years together he held an almost undisputed 
sway; the local authorities feared and feasted 
him, and the poor loved and obeyed him as their 
lawful lord. But the Spaniards were not allowed 
to engross the conversation; our Portuguese 
friends became jealous of the exclusive attention 
excited by these Spanish tales, and as they could 
not match the famous James with any native 
bandit of equal prowess, they touched a deeper 
chord, and engaged the sympathy of their hearers 
by tales of wild and fearful superstition. 

They spoke of the distant Beira, and shuddered 
as they named the Escolares, the dreadful wolf- 
impellers, the lonely wanderers of the mountain. 
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die fierrasts g^ tlie Ftinoe of darknew ] Asram- 
ing mortal shape, and seated oa sone loffaf 
pinnacle, tibej kail, 'with fiendish ji^, the maom^ 
storm gathering at their feet, they see it ivfaitett 
aH the land and imow their hour of strength u 
come ! Sabject to them, but terrible to m\L beside; 
the wolres assembie at their viewless bidding, 
and obey the sign that sends then headloaig on 
th^r desperate course. Woe to the haplete pea- 
sant who has waked the vengeance of the EsooLn; 
for lo ! the hell-oommisdoned wolf comes down 
upon his fold. His trusty dog, that never i^ank 
from mortal encounter, copes not with such unhal- 
lowed strength, and quails beneath the super- 
natural eye ! In vain his master points the usr 
erring rifle ; the bullet will not strike, or bounds 
innocuous from the charmed skin. Flight is the 
shepherd's only refuge, destruction waits upom 
his flock, and desolation sits upon his hearth ! 

But even in deeds like these, surpassing hu- 
man power, the Spaniard would not yield the 
palm of merit to the rival Portuguese, for straight 
an Andalusian, jealous for his country's honour, 
told how the robber-children of Ecija, in weal or 
woe, conquering or conquered, still retained by 
magic spells their fated number of thirteen. 
Conquered! — when were those children of the 
forest conquered? for victory over them was not 
success, defeat was not to them reverse of fortune. 
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They hurried to the midnight encounter, thirteen 
in number, stout men and true, as ever wielded 
robber's blade; half died the death of men, yet^ 
counted when the fray was over, the band was 
found in undiminished strength, and thirteen 
manly voices answered to their chieftain's caU! 
What then to them was triumph, or repulse, or 
government, or laW? Strong in the guardian- 
ship of powers unseen, they mocked at mortal 
might ! 

Amongst our party all had heard of, none had 
beheld, the infernal warriors of the wood/ but 
some had seen the invulnerable Trappist * rushing 
to war mounted upon his coal-black steed ; high 
bearing in one hand the sacred crucifix, and with 
the other slaying at every stroke a rebel to the 
Church and Crown, while heavenly troops unseen 
averted every danger from his head, and Heaven 
itself directed every blow he struck. They too 
had felt the earth quake like an aspen-leaf 
beneath the iron tread of that unequalled steed ; 
whose charge no son of man had ever yet with- 
stood; whose flight was swifter than the swiftest 
arrow; whose step ne'er faultered down the 
steepest precipice ; whose eye sent forth at night 
unnatural beams, to guide his master through the 
deepest gloom, yet lure his rash pursuers to their 

* A Guerilla leader, renowned for his extraordinary exploits in 
tlie great northern insurrection of 1822. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CH. v.] GUERILLA CHIBF JAIME. 181 

fate! Hunger and thirst were to that famous 
horse unknown ; sleep never sealed his watchful 
lids; and oft the sullen de.ath-beat of his. hoofs, 
distinctly heard for twenty miles around, palsied 
the hostile sentinel upon his midnight watch, for 
sure he was those dull dead echoes were the cer- 
tain harbingers of ruin to the camp, and well he 
knew, the first of that predestined host, who hears 
the strange unearthly sound, survives not the ap- 
proaching fight. It is difficult to describe the 
eflFect produced by these wild tales, narrated at 
the dead of night in a ruined building, by the 
doubtful gleams of a flickering fire, and addressed 
with all the energy of perfect faith to an audience 
as implicitly credulous. 

As the real history of the famous James, or 
Jaime, is a curious illustration of the state of 
society and manners prevalent in one of the 
wildest and most remote districts of Spain, I will 
again for a moment digress, to inform my readers 
of the singular kind of government which he es- 
tablished, and for a long time maintained, in the 
district subject to his authority. When I was in 
Jaime's territory, poor Jaime was, for the moment, 
in a situation of great difficulty and distress. He 
had just declared for the Boyal cause, and the 
government of the Cortes had in consequence 
dispatched a considerable force against him, had 
driven him into a mountain, and hemmed him in 
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l^ a cordon of troops. Hie deepest anxiety pse- 
Tailed in the villages which practically aelouyw^ 
lodged his supremacy^ and which for many yeast 
had consid^ed their allegiance to the King of 
Spain as secondary to that which was owing to 
King Jaime. 

In one respect, however, he stood in a very dif- 
ferent position firom that in which monarchs aro 
generally placed with reference to their subjects. 
He paid their taxes for tbem^ and they repaid 
him by secret co-operation, an arrangement 
which by no means diminished their zeal in has 
cause. On arriving at a Posada in one of these 
villages, I asked a young lad, ih^io acted as waiter, 
whether Jaime was altogether as bad as he was 
represented to be. " Senor," said the boy, sud- 
denly turning round with the greatest excitement ; 
'' Jaime is a man of spotless faith and honour*" 
''Nay, Jose,'' said his Father, a cautious man, and 
naturally alarmed lest his son's unguarded seai 
should have betrayed his real prepossessions to 
an enemy, ''You speak warmly, as you are wont 
to do on subjects wholly indifferent to you. The 
Seiior observes justly, that Jaime is not so bad 
as he is said to be." 

We were then in the month of May, and the 
night had all that heavenly calmness which is so 
bewitching in a southern dime. As I lay awake, 
the sound of musketry, produced by shots occa- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CH. v^ EXPLmrs or vaimb. 1€B 

nottaily vfrohan^d betmeii tke j> Mi t mm of 
Jaime and the Oav«T&ment troops, xmngled, 
8t»ingely enough, wiA a vepmade of pecvlisr 
sweetness, which rose under the windows of somb 
imr Spaniard in the same street. At Orihnela 
I saw a player on the gaitar^ and spoke to him 
aboat Jaime. He at first showed great nnwilling- 
ness to enter upon the subject; but at length 
dismissing his fears, gave way to his feelings, and 
spoke of his robber-chief with the same enthusi- 
astic feelings which a Highland piper might be 
supposed to feel for the head of his clan : tar 
Jaime, though wild and lawless in his habits, was 
fond of minstrelsy and generous to the bard. 
He had also ballads recounting Jaime's heroic 
deeds, that at the moment in question it would 
have been death to recite, which gold could not 
extort, but which might have been won from the 
easy minstrel by expressions of sympathy for his 
endangered chief. 

Jaime escaped the perils which then environed 
him, and flourished for some time longer, the 
pride and terror of the district ; but was finally 
taken and executed after a prosperous reign of 
nearly twenty years. He appears to have been 
a very mixed character, possessing in a great 
measure the virtues and vices of a chieftain of the 
middle ages. He was liberal to his followers^ 
and cruel to his enemies ; but even towards th^n. 
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be showed upon occasions a magnaLnimity worthy 
of the heroic age. He had a peculiar pride in 
protecting that portion of the population \vhich 
adhered enthusiastically to his cause; he would 
enrich with his spoils the most devoted of his 
subjects ; and it was said, that in some instances^ 
where an attached couple, belonging to families 
fiiendly to his partisans, had been prevented from 
marrying by the want of a certain sum of money, 
he would remove that difficulty, bestow on the 
fair damsel a sufficient dowry, and suddenly ap- 
pearing in his robber's dress on the evening of 
the marriage festival, would assist in the dance, 
lead down the blushing bride, imprint upon her 
cheek a salutation which, under the circumstances 
of the case, conjugal jealousy might well forgive, 
then resign her to the bridegroom, and disappear 
amid the loud applause of the delighted peasants. 
These dazzling acts, partly the sallies of a na- 
turally generous, though ill-regulated mind, were 
perhaps, in a still greater degree, the result of 
calculating policy. By occasional acts of this 
kind, and by permanently, though not ostensibly, 
charging himself with the taxation of the neigh- 
bourhood, he established himself in the affections 
of the people, and became invested with a real 
power and security, which no mere superiority of 
his marauding force, either in numbers or disci- 
pline, could have long ensured. When danger 
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drew near, he had the earliest intimation of its 
approach ; and when it at length enveloped him 
in its toils, no means were left untried by his 
fiEuthful subjects to facilitate his escape. He was 
several times hemmed in by the Government 
troops, who, despairing to secure their prey by 
any other means, formed, as they imagined, an 
uninterrupted circle around the place of his retreat, 
and determined to compel him to surrender by 
the slow, but sure, effects of famine. But even in 
these perilous circumstances he was always won* 
derfuUy assisted by the affection of his adherents, 
till at length, availing himself of some local and 
momentary negligence of the blockading troops, 
he broke through the line, and to the rage and 
surprise of the soldiers gave signs of unabated ac- 
tivity, by a sudden descent at the head of his men 
in another part of the district ; seizing, perhaps, 
some obnoxious and amazed Alcalde, carrying 
him off to the mountains, and only restoring him 
to liberty upon the receipt of an enormous ransom. 
These frequent escapes, when all hopes of elud« 
ing the pursuit of the troops seemed desperate, 
and his almost simultaneous appearance in a dis- 
tant part of the district, gave rise at length to a 
belief that no material obstacles could impede 
his progress, and that he was gifted with a double 
presence of an inexplicable and fearful character; 
any poor Alcalde who, intimidated or bought 
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e^er by the Gorerament troops, had swenred from 
his allegiance, was not reassured by ckcumstanoet 
that would have given confidence to a stranger ; 
bat as the accoonts of Jaime's situation became 
more hopeless, so, in proportion, he fdt an iae* 
creasing fear that the door of his dwelling might 
be suddenly forced, and the ubiquitous Chief 
appear at tbe head of his armed men. 

During the struggle against the Cortes, in 
favour of the King, he sometimes, when severely 
pressed by the Government troops, entirely iKs- 
solved his band, advised each man to take a sepa* 
rate path, and commanded all to meet again on a 
stated day and hour, and at a stated place. The 
appointment was generally well observed; and 
that Guerilla force, which a few days before was 
almost crushed by the advancing troops of the 
Government, were now perhaps hovering on their 
rear, cutting off thdr supplies, and thinning their 
numbers by a constant war of detail. 

This marauding Chief was as remarkable fiir 
the reasoning vigour of his mind, as for his per- 
sonal courage and dexterity. He was aware, even 
in the early days of his career, that to ensure hie 
power he must temper his pursuit of plunder with 
a forbearance seldom exercised by men of his 
profession ; he felt that a system of immoderate 
rapine would either divert the passage of the 
southern and eastern provinces of Spain from 
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Mb distrtct>into otiier climniiels of comnniBiealioB, 
)BO as entirely to elude kis grmsp, or would, firoflk 
tibe extent of the evil, produce a determinatkm 
on the part of the Ooyemment to suppreBs his 
power at any cost. 

Under this impression, while on the one hand 
he sedulously courted the good-will of his neigh- 
Jbourhood, on the other, he seldom robbed the 
trader to any great extent ; but rather levied a 
tribute upon his goods, which, considering the 
lawlessness of the act, did not bear a very unrea- 
sonable proportion to the whole. As some coai* 
pensation for this attack upon his purse, the 
traveller had no reason to fear any farther moles- 
tation from the gentlemen of the highway, not 
only in Jaime*s territory, but for some distance 
beyond the limits of his recognised domain. He 
conversed freely and good-humouredly with iht 
plundered merchants during the examination of 
their goods by his partisans, offered them cigaiit 
to smoke, and wine from his embroidered goatV 
skin to drink ; and although the tribute or black- 
mail was very much levied by rale and propor- 
tion, he courteously attended to any particular 
wish expressed, and afifected a generous contempt 
for petty profits. 

By this judicioiiB self-restraint, and by his local 
popularity, which he kept alive by pandering to 
evwy interested and to every grateful feeling, 
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he maintained his throne for so long a time. Hd 
was a man of extraordinary resource, designed by 
nature to act a better part ; under other circum* 
stances he might have been the saviour, instead 
of the scourge, of his country ; he was, however, 
in personal address and mental energy, a mag- 
nificent specimen of the robber Chief; yet there 
were some dreadful passages in his history. A 
firm observer of his word once plighted, he pu* 
nished treachery with a ferocity suited only to a 
savage state of society ; and is said, on one oc- 
casion, to have buried alive the unfortunate vic- 
tims of his suspicion. 

But to resume my narrative. — The night wad 
far advanced when a loud knocking was heard at 
the door; two servants being admitted, announced 
the approach of their mistress, the most influ-> 
ential person in the immediate neighbourhood* 
Directly afterwards she appeared, followed by a 
train of domestics, and evidently decorated to 
the utmost advantage. Her dress was extremely 
antiquated, but had been gorgeous in days of 
yore; it was, I have little doubt, an heir-loom 
in the family, and had probably been worn by 
herself, and by her maternal ancestors for some 
generations past, on every solemn occasion. The 
soldiers received her with every demonstration 
of formal respect. The stately dame began by 
saying, she had only just been informed that a 
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party of troops engaged in the Royal service were 
quartered in a miserable building near her house. 
3he expressed her hopes^ that no circumstances 
displeasing to his Majesty's government had given 
rise to such an unusual occurrence ; she trusted/ 
her devout aspirations on this head would be con- 
firmed, but at all events esteemed it the bounden 
duty of a loyal subject to congratulate the troops 
on their safe arrival, and to assure the individual 
entrusted with the command, that the loyalty^ 
which had ever distinguished her family had suf- 
fered no diminution in the person of their actual 
representative. She concluded by declaring that 
her house, her grounds, and all her goods were 
at the entire disposal of the King's troops, as- 
long JEis they remained in the neighbourhood. 
The Sergeant answered in a strain as formal and 
polite, and in language far above his station : he 
thanked her for the affection which she bore the 
Royal cause, and for this mark of attention to his 
Majesty's servants. He spoke in gratifying terms 
of the proverbial loyalty of her house, and wished 
that his Majesty possessed more supporters, true- 
hearted as herself, in these degenerate times, 
when, in too many instances, the son had fallen 
away from his father's faith. He touched lightly, 
and with address, upon the object of the expedi- 
tion, and concluded by declining her offer of accom- 
mod9*tion, as the night was far spent^ and his. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



190 GAUUCSA. [CB. T. 

tioopa were obliged to renew tlieir march at break 
of dmy> A profusion of parting compliments were 
then exchanged, which, time and place consideredp 
were rather entertaining. The door was thea 
qpened 

« Wide and high. 
To let the Queea and hex train go by." 

Two menials went forth in advance to dear the 
way, and after them paced forth the pompons 
dame ; then all her attendants followed ; but it 
must be confessed, their ragged attire spoke ill 
for the fortunes of the loyal and illustrious line. 
She was, no doubt, a worthy soul, though not 
to me ''her lips imperial ever spake;" indeed, she 
scarcely deigned to look on a suspected traitor. 
After her departure we retired to rest; I slept 
upon some heath in a shed that evened into the 
hall ; the soldiers collected around the only point 
of egress, to prevent the possibility of my escape ; 
scattered some straw on the floor, and placing 
their arms beside them, lay down to enjoy a few 
hours of uninterrupted repose. 

The following morning was intensely cold ; we 
cpiitted the old building soon after sunrise, Msd 
travelled for some hours over a country generally 
wild and barren, but varied by occasional patches^ 
<^ cultivation. In the middle of the day we halted 
at a small village, where some cold fish and bad 
wine were Iscnighi me by an old woman, whose 
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fiKe was farrowed with wrinkles^ but animated by 
an expression of the moat active benevolence, 
and bj eyes of the lightest blue. She whispered 
in mj ear^ unperceived by the soldiers> *' My Son, 
the King is as good as he is great, but many op- 
pressions are committed in his name." The ex- 
treme sensation produced by our arrival at every 
village or town through which we passed, was 
ibe most disagreeaUe circumstance resulting from 
my peculiar position. Upon those occasions the 
houses were deserted by their inmates, who flocked 
around our mules, eager to see us, and to ascer- 
tain the motives of our journey. The resentment 
of a mob is unpleasant ; their commiseration is 
stfll less supportable. The people were always, 
at first, inchned to espouse my cause, and some- 
times expressed their disapprobation of my arrest 
in audible murmurs; but it was curious to ob- 
serve their instantaneous revulsion of feeling, 
when acquainted with the general nature of the 
charges preferred against me. That word negro, 
that single, fatal, damning word, sufficed to eon- 
vert the genial sympathy into abhorrence, and 
as it crept from mouth to mouth, the peasants 
shrank from aU intercourse with a man weighed 
down by such a heavy accusation. In the great 
towns, a negro simply means a Constitutionalist, 
but among the uninstructed peasantry of these 
secluded districts, it is understood in its Uteral 
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fiense^ and a dark and mysterious signification; 
is attached to the word. Here too it is applied 
to the Constitutionalists, but is also associated 
in the popular mind with undefined ideas of an 
infernal traffic, of secret clubs of Freemasons 
holding an accursed intercourse with the great 
Author of evil and entering with him into positive 
compacts against the Holy Church, and against 
the King, God's delegate upon earth. Such an 
imputation creates a degree of horror among the 
simple Gallicians, which can scarcely be conceived 
in the enlightened state of British society, and 
can only be compared to the harrowing sensation 
formerly excited in our own country by a charge 
of sorcery. It severs at once the firmest friend* 
ships, and cancels the nearest ties. Under the 
influence of this gloomy belief, the young bride 
has denounced the husband of her love, the child 
has fled from the polluted couch of his guilty, but 
expiring, sire; and the parent has driven from 
bis protecting roof the son who knew not where 
to screen his head from the fury of the elements 
and the more pitiless pursuit of man. As any ac- 
cordance with the views of the Constitutionalists, 
any intercourse carried on with them, or any as- 
sistance rendered to an individual of that party, 
is an unfailing sign of a negro, this superstition 
is naturally encouraged by the priesthood of those 
lonely districts ; indeed it becomes under their di- 
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rection a most formidable engine ; it confers upon 
them a kind of omniscience, by making them ac- 
quainted with the most secret undertakings of 
their political enemies, and invests them with a 
species of omnipotence, by the power with whi<;h 
it arms them of enlisting every moral and reli- 
gious feeling against their opponents. 

I said that the people were, at first, disposed 
to espouse mj^ cause, a circumstance that sur- 
prised me, as any expression of public feeling is 
unusual in countries subjected to a despotic go- 
vernment, particularly in the presence of troops. 
But the people, especially in the remote parts of 
Spain, have been always kept in subjection rather 
by the force of habit, and by their regard for 
ancient usages, than by the operation of any 
regular police. Their obedience has been the 
result of attachment ; the Church retained its as- 
cendency, because it vjsls venerated and beloved 
by the people ; the King was enabled to preserve 
entire the despotic forms of the old monarchy, 
because, however defective in theory, they were 
still in unison with the national feeling. For the 
same reason, the old government maintained its 
authority over the whole kingdom, while the de- 
crees of the actual administration are disputed 
within thirty miles of the capital. The conspi- 
rator against the old order of things could rarely 
iDscape from the interior of the country, though 
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he travelled by night> and liid himself in caverns 
hy day. On the contrary^ the bandit and the 
smuggler not un&equently mix freely in society, 
and roam undisturbed over the scene of their 
outrages^ because they are> comparatively, but 
httle obnoxious to the public feeling. 

The character of the old French police was 
deservedly high, and with reference to the detec- 
tion of ordinary crimes, no comparison could be 
fairly instituted between the police of the two 
kingdoms ; at the same time, I beheve, that under 
the old system, at least in the provinces, the 
Spanish police would have detected a conspirator 
against the Crown with greater certainty. They 
worked by means, perhaps unsuited to the dis- 
covery of common offences, but peculiarly favour- 
able to the detection of crimes of a treasonable 
nature. On these occasions an almost omniscient 
priesthood supplied them with the most accurate 
information, and every peasant, from loyal and 
religious motives, became a policeman in the 
King's cause. But they found it impossible to 
excite a similar feeling against offences which 
were not peculiarly abhorrent to the popular 
mind ; and, where the same feeling did not exist, 
of course the same zealous co-operation could 
not be secured. The Spanish police was there- 
fore compelled, in the pursuit of ordinary crimi- 
nals, to fall back upon their own resources, which* 
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finr general purposes of investigatiom, were feeble 
and imperfect^ when compared with those of the 
^ Frendi police. So that in Spain> by a great 
apparent contradiction, the common offender fre- 
quently evaded the pursuit of justice for years ; 
whUe crimes aimed directly against the throne, 
however adroitly concealed^ were often detected, 
and punished with a rapidity which, in the eyes 
of the people, resembled the instant judgment 
cff an offended God. It may however be ob- 
served, that in those parts of the country which 
have latterly become a frequent scene of con-' 
spiracy and disturbance, the general perceptions 
of the Spanish police have become wonderfully 
improved. 

The Spaniard of the old school identifies his 
own honour, purely and entirely, with that of his 
Sovereign. When, on a certain occasion. King 
Ferdinand arrested some individuals of name 
and weight, without assigning any reasmis for 
the proceeding, the arrest naturally became a 
prominent subject of conversation at the market- 
place of a neighbouring city. Such an exertion 
of the regal authority would probably, in Eng- 
land, have at any time excited a resentful feeling 
among the people ; but in proportion as the act 
was startling, and arbitrary, and unexplained, did 
the Spaniards think it right worthy of their Sove* 
leign, and strutted about rejoicing in the fulness 
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of his power, and saying with pride and pleasure, 
**Es mucho Rey" he is a King every inch of hidi. 
And yet to such a people our liberal politicians 
would recommend laws and institutions fitted 
only for a nation of republicans. 
. Before we continued our journey, we went to 
a neighbouring convent to see the real, or sup- 
posed, skeleton of a saint, for I felt by no means 
certain that Dr. Buckland would have declared 
it a remnant of the "human form divine." I 
did not however betray a suspicion which would 
have scandalized my Royalist friends, who were 
greatly moved at the sight of this relic, and in- 
dignantly pointed out some injuries inflicted on 
it by the Constitutionalists. "Malafe, mala fe^^ 
said the Corporal, slowly and gravely shaking his 
head. "Spain shall be governed by her King 
alone ! " added his more impetuous companion. 

While I was consuming my fish and wine, a 
friar approached me, apparently fatigued, and 
said he had been travelling barefooted towards 
Madrid to solicit an interview with the King, but 
had not been allowed by the authorities to reach 
the capital, and was now returning to his convent. 
I requested him to partake of my humble fare, 
which he declined, saying exultingly, "Behold, my 
Son, the advantages attached to my holy profes- 
sion," and as he spoke, he drew from his pocket a 
badge of his order which admitted him into any 
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monastery, and entitled him to a cell for the 
night, and to a share of the best provisions. As 
the soldiers were on regular duty, the Sergeant 
had instructions to levy horses in the name of 
the Government, and consequently applied to the 
Alcalde of the district to assist him in the execu- 
tion of his orders. 

The appearance of this worthy officer of the 
Crown was beyond description ludicrous; his 
dress was literally in tatters ; he wore no. coat, but 
carried on one arm the remnants of what had 
been a jacket in his youthful days, then past 
some forty years ; his waistcoat was of a faded 
cjrimson; his shirt- sleeves, from continual wear 
and little washing, had assumed a most sombre 
hue; his small-clothes, buttoned high on the 
sides, were full of gaping holes; so were his 
stockings ; the long flaps of his pockets resembled 
asses' ears : the ends of his shoes turned up 
in front with a most extravagant flourish, while 
the heels were absolutely obliterated. On his 
head he proudly carried a peaked cap, to which 
was affixed the badge of office, but put of all 
modest proportion, so huge it was. In addition^ 
the cloth of his cap was twisted into a sort of 
horn, which projected far in front, and was in- 
tiended to invest the official pigmy with a greater 
awe and dignity, but unluckily it had the most 
burlesque eflfect imaginable. He scarcely attained 
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£▼6 feet in height, but had elevated himsdtf to 
the standard of common men by perching jixfi- 
eiously on a neighbouring hiUock. So stationed^ 
he drew up his diminutive figure, and glanced 
his little eagle eyes around with an expressk^n of 
conscious importance, as he declared he would 
forthwith promulgate his orders for the fresh 
supply of horses, whic^ the Sergeant demanded 
in the name of his Grovernment. The Friar, who 
was waggishly inclined, and disposed to abate 
an excess of magnificence which completely OT«^ 
shadowed his own ecclesiastical consequence, ap** 
preached the little Potentate bareheaded, and 
with an air of deep humility. He said, that some 
larifling errors might have crept into his passport, 
some necessary signatures might have been omit- 
ted; in short, in the disturbed state of the coun- 
try, he was most anxious to obtain his Excel- 
lency's opinion of a document so essential to his 
aafety. 

The Alcalde commended him f<» the readiness 
with which he had voluntarily submitted his case 
to the civil authorities, received his passport, and 
glancing over it, assured him that his apprehen- 
ttons were well founded. He observed that, by 
the last regulation, travellers were required to 
obtain the signature of every Alcalde thxott|^ 
whose district they might happen to pass ; but im 
the paaapcMTt, th9n under his ift^peetion, some iofe* 
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porfant signatures were wanting. This omission 
would entail upon the Monk the payment of a 
fine, which he, the Alcalde, would receive, and 
apply to the uses of the state. After this exposi- 
tion of the law, he trusted that the Monk would 
not encroach upon his valuable time by any un- 
necessary delay, but would forthwith pay the 
penalty. The Monk said in reply, he should of 
course submit to his Excellency's decision, with 
the deference that became a poor Friar trans- 
acting business with a Person of his exalted sta- 
tion; but feeling anxious to avoid any Aiture 
HTegularities, he implored his Excellency to 
guard against the possibility of their recurrence, 
by specifying the particular signatures omitted 
in his passport. 

The man of pomp seemed much annoyed by 
this audacious spirit of inquiry. At first I only 
supposed that his dignity would not stoop to 
debate, but his increasing confiision led me to 
suspect a deeper cause. Absurd and original as 
the creature was, the solution of his embarrass- 
ment really surprised me, for, like the great men 
of yore, he proved to be totally unacquainted with 
tiie art of letters. Supposing, however, firom the 
Friar^s apparent doubts, and from his allusion to 
certain supposed omissions, that some informality 
of that nature existed in his passport, he had deter- 
ttihied to t^kc advantage of this belief and exact ar 
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fine, which would certainly n6ver have been trans* 
mitted to his Majesty's exchequer. The Sergeant, 
joining us at that moment, looked over the pass- 
port, and declared that the only signature de- 
ficient was that of the illustrious Alcalde himself; 
a deficiency explained by his inability to write, 
and yet reluctance to expose his ignorance by 
putting the mark required under such circum- 
stances. The Sergeant then observed that the 
Friar was legally entitled to exact a fine from 
the Alcalde, for having omitted to place his mark 
upon a passport regularly forwarded to him. 
This announcement was received with delight 
by the crafty monk, who had deliberately led the 
Alcalde into this ridiculous scrape. " Solvuntur 
tabulcB ;" the little man abdicated his hillock, and 
sneaked off praying for mercy, amid the shouts of 
the soldiers, "quantum mutatus ah illo,'' wha 
lately stood magnificent, and said "he would pro- 
mulgate his orders throughout the land." 

We continued, for many hours, to pursue our 
journey through the heart of Gallicia; the country 
was wild and unfrequented, and the manners of 
the people truly primitive, for they have little 
communication with the world, from which they* 
are separated by their mountains. A fine wintry 
fflinset was followed by a bright frosty night: at 
a late hour we reached a venta, or solitary house;. 
it was prettily placed behind a clump of trees^ 
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but rarely perhaps in the record of any traveller 
has such an absolute hovel been dignified by the 
llame of an inn. The principal apartment was 
picturesque enough. The walls were blackened 
with soot, and neither floor nor pavement covered 
the bare earth. As there was no chimney, the 
room was filled with murky clouds, through which 
I distinguished an old woman, fantastically 
dressed, looking like a witch, and stirring up the 
eauldron destined to relieve our physical wants. 
Till I became in some degree accustomed to that 
intolerable atmosphere, I fluctuated between the 
arctic and the tropic regions ; the clouds of smoke 
inflaming my throat and eyes, repeatedly drove 
me from the hovel, and the rigour of the external 
air as frequently forced me back to my Tartarean 
cavern. As the soldiers thought themselves bound 
ta follow these rapid transitions, the inmates of 
the venta must have supposed us engaged in a 
game of hide and seek ; and, at length, the effect 
became so ludicrous that I was obliged to renounce 
the ambulatory system, and sat, as the hapless in- 
fidel is described to sit, in the emphatic diction of 
the Koran, under a column of smoke neither cool 
nor agreeable. 

In the mean time Manuel, my Portuguese 
muleteer, was making desperate love to a ponde- 
rous damsel, whose appearance was by no means 
favourable to the tender passion. I overhear^ 
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him tall her, that be folly expeeted to aeeomiMwy 
me to England in ike capacity of head muletecv; 
and sfaoold his hopes^ in that respect, be realised^ 
he was anxious to convey her with him as has 
bride. He then, attacked a less ycmthful dame^ 
and asked her whethi^ the monks represented 
their absent husbands, with satisfiiction to the 
fiur sex, and with credit to themselves ? To ^diick 
she answered, with perfect coohiess, " Vastly well^ 
indeed/' ''This young woman/* said Manus!, 
addressing me, '* is the daughter of a Friar/' I 
askod her whether his statement were correct; 
and she answered, without hesitation, m the 
affirmative. 

A portion of the Gallician peasantry abandon 
tiieir homes for many months in the year, and 
seek employment in other parts of the kingdom^ 
These poor men are proverbially industrious, but 
seldom realize much by their expeditions. 

I now retired to rest : my sleeping apartment 
had neither door nor windows, and its naked walk 
were left in the primitive grandeur of brick and 
mortar. The soldiers ooUected round the entrance 
that led into this strange recess, and became 
quickly engaged in a game at cards, but spoke in 
whispers, apparently unwilling to disturb me. 
I was, however, soon aroused by an altercatioB* 
and heard the s<^di»rs evidently resisting soaM 
pffOiMsal, urged in a shriU and trcmnioiia tena 
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t>y a person whose voice I did not recognise : the 
cause of this excitement was whimsical enough, 
and characteristic of the place and time. Th6 
tidfe of a neighbouring peasant had been apprised 
of the circumstances under which I had arrived at 
the venta, and was extremely urgent to see me. 
She declared that she had often heard of these 
horrid negros, but had never chanced to behold 
one of that impious sect. She would not en^^ 
danger her soul by tarrying in his company, but 
confessed that her disappointment would be deep 
indeed, if she were compelled to depart without 
seeing a sight she might never have an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing again. 

The soldiers, who, much as they hated a Con- 
stitutionalist, were not under the influence of 
the negro superstition, which was chiefly, if not 
entirely confined to the peasantry, were half dis* 
pleased and half amused by this absurd inter- 
ruption. They turned however a deaf ear to her 
remonstrances, which became so pathetic that my 
heart was touched, and I begged the soldiers to 
gratify her curiosity. She approached me slowly, 
crossing herself, and muttering an Ave Maria 
to shield her, body and soul, during the perilous 
progress she was making towards that incarnate 
devil, which she believed me to be. After g^ing* 
for some time, at a cautious distance, on the 
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object of her suspicion^ she retreated, voting me 
ia all probability a poor specimen of the hellish 
brood, and disappointed at perceiving neither 
horns, nor cloven foot, nor nostrils of fire, nor 
a,ny unequivocal symptom of the fiend. 

The night wind was so cold and piercing, that 
I had little inclination to remain long on my 
couch of rest, though much fatigued by the day's 
journey. Early on the following morning I re- 
sumed my place in the hovel, and was again half 
suffocated by smoke. The soldiers guarded the 
entrance, and as I was bending over the fire in 
fancied solitude, tracing figures with my stick in 
the dying embers, and engrossed by the recollec- 
tion of other times and fairer scenes, I was sud- 
denly brought to a full sense of my actual locality 
by a shrill cry of *' Alms ! alms ! " which seemed to 
proceed from the very spot where I was seated. 
The petitioner was at first invisible, but after 
much inspection I discovered a woman in the 
murkiest corner of the hut. She and her four 
children were almost buried beneath a mingled 
heap of straw and rags. This strange applicant 
for charity proved to be the landlady's sister; 
her habitation was in filth and in darkness, the 
atmosphere she breathed was the densest smoke, 
her face, begrimed with soot, seemed hardly hu- 
man, and lier cry was like a wail from the. infernal 



Oigitized 



by Google 



CH. V.} GALUCIAN PIETY. 205 

regions. Such is a faithful picture of a Gallieian 
inn in the most uncivilized part of the province ; 
such the degraded state of its inmates. 

The rest of the party gradually assembled^ and 
Manuel^ my Portuguese muleteer, and a Gallieian 
peasant, were soon engaged in a warm discus^ 
sion respecting the Lord's Prayer. The Gallieian 
repeated it in a solemn voice, with uplifted hands, 
and a countenance expressive of the most fervent 
devotion; while Manuel, who was a native of 
Oporto and affected an utter contempt for all 
religious rites, declared that he had long for- 
gotten the Lord's Prayer ; an avowal which 
excited the utmost indignation in the Gallieian, 
who reproached him in such bitter and unmea- 
sured language, that Manuel retracted the con- 
fession he had just made ; for, like many of the 
Constitutionalists, among the lower classes,. he 
entertained a strong though secret belief in the 
doctrines of the Church which he pretended to 
revile. The Gallieian treated his recantation 
with such evident incredulity and scorn, that 
Manuel, stung to the quick, offered to bet that 
he could repeat the Lord's Prayer correctly. The 
honest peasant accepted his wager, but observed, 
fairly enough, that a man who had made two con-> 
tradictory statements in the same breath, might, 
possibly refuse to pay his just debts, if declared 
a loser. He therefore required, as a preliminary. 
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that> before the tiial> both parties should depoBit 
their respective shares in the hands of a third 
person. Manud acceded to this arrangement; 
fiid the money was placed, at his own request, in 
the hands of the joung woman with whom he 
had flirted so gallantly on the preceding evening. 
Manuel repeated the Lord^s Prayer, and would 
certainly have been adjudged triumphant, though 
Hbe Gallician disputed the ciorrectness of a sin^ 
word; but while this skirmishing was carried on 
at the out-posts, the citadel was betrayed. The 
young woman said, addressing those around her, 
that Manuel had evidently won the bet, and that; 
under such circumstances, she considered her 
claim to the money superior even to his. He 
had made her two promises, on the previous 
n^ht, — to make her mistress of all his goods, — 
and to take her with him to England. These he 
had clearly no intention of carrying into effect ; 
the last, indeed, she could not oblige him to fulfil, 
but she would take good care that he performed 
the first, at least in part. Saying this, she de- 
parted, unpereeived by the eager disputants, who 
were only apprised of the failure of the bank by 
a general roar of laughter. The Gallician was 
thunderstruck, but Manuel*s emotion was of a 
morse lively character. He declared, that no 
earthly power should induce him to quit tile 
hovel, tin he had recovered the'men^, of wlneb 
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hg had been hnBelj defrauded bjr an in&monfr 
woman. Tlie Sergeant^ however, informed him 
briefly that the time ixed for the renewal cf the 
nareh had arrived, and that he must moont 
Ids mnle without delay. A ludierous scene of 
I^otestation, entreaty, and impotent anger> en*-^ 
sued. The inmates of the hovel refused to assist 
Idm in finding the young woman ; the Sergeant^ 
ndiose muscles had not undergone the slightest 
change, evidently thought it beneath his dignity 
to intCTfere, and calmly, but sternly, insisted on 
kia instant compliance with the orders to march ; 
while tlie soldiers assured him that he had fairly- 
won the bet, and if he had loet his money he had 
saved his honour; a species of consolation which 
stimulated his rage. Meanwhile his worthy but 
»mewhat stupid opponent, only just recovering 
firom his amazement, looked on in i^lence, half 
displeased at a manceuvre which he justly consi- 
dered dishonest, and half gratified by the signal 
overthrow of his impious adversary, for he ckarlj 
saw that the affair concerned him not, as Ae 
iBoney would have been unanimously awarded 
to Manuel. The enraged Lothario was finally 
marched off, but ever and anon he cast dolefiil 
^bmces on the Gallician hut, \«^ere, severed ficom 
his side, the cherished coppers cf his affeeticm 
were snugly deposited. 
It may be said that I havedwelt too muehupott 
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trifling occurrences, and facts leading to no: re* 
9ult8; but as the traveller can onlybecomq well 
acquainted with the feelings and opinions of a 
people, by observing their peculiar modes, of 
thought, and noticing their casual remarks; so' 
he can only hope to convey a faithful picture 
of that people, by communicating to his readers 
those facts, however trivial they may be, which 
have contributed to form his general estimate of 
the national character: and this observation is 
perhaps applicable to a far higher species of com- 
position. The most useful part of history is often 
the most neglected; the reader is fatigued with 
^lilitary operations, and treaties in endless detail, 
while that which is fraught with a far deeper 
interest to a comprehensive mind ; the progress 
of society; the opinions entertained at various 
epochs by the people, not only on political matters, 
but on subjects connected with ordinary life; and 
the relative degrees of civilization in different 
periods; are slightly alluded to, or passed over 
in silence. These considerations are deprived of 
their due weight, mainly, I believe, because they 
are best illustrated by details which the author 
too often rejects as trivial and beneath the dig- 
nity of historical composition. But I am plung- 
ing into a discussion which I have no business 
to inflict on the reader of a Spanish tour. I 
will therefore conclude this little digression by 
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rdieTing him from the fear of any further details 
connected with my Gallician expedition. 

As we approached Santiago the character of 
the country changed ; the ground was beauti- 
fully undulated, the verdure delightful, and 
streams of the clearest water abounded. Man 
was also evidently higher in the scale of creation ; 
the Alcaldes of districts could always read, and 
sometimes write ; their alarming horns were mo- 
dified, and the holes in their attire became less 
huge and numerous. As we drew near Santiago 
I became extremely anxious about some papers 
in my possession. A traveller sustains an irre- 
parable injury in the loss of his journal, when it is 
a summary of facts and observations, and a daily 
record of events, and I remembered with uneasi- 
ness the destruction of my notes during the Cata- 
lan Kevolution in 1822 : notes compiled with care 
during a long residence in the country ; written, 
too, at a time when Spain, revolutionary, and 
struggling, but still romantic Spain, had, in my 
eyes, all the charms of novelty; when my own 
feelings were comparatively fresh ; when my mind 
was still under the influence of recent and vivid 
impressions, and during a period of unequalled 
political interest. 

I had a small mattress, the only luxury I carried 
with me from Oporto; though it had become so 
torn and dirty, that I had, latterly, but seldom 
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applied it to the purpose for which it was origin* 
ally intended. When first placed under arrest 
at Lugo, I foresaw that a rigid examination of 
my papers would eventually be instituted, and I 
felt that the frequent allusions to the Govern- 
ment, and to the state of the country, would con- 
firm the suspicion entertained as to the motives 
of my journey, and would probably render their 
seizure certain. Under this conviction I made a 
slit in the mattress, inserted my papers into the 
cpening, and had the separated parts sewed up 
by my servant. This device might succeed with 
the rustic police of Lugo, but I thought that the 
more practised agents of the central Government 
would explore every nook of my ragged bedding. 
It was not, however, at this time easy to remove 
the papers secretly, as the soldiers watched my 
movements with unrelaxed vigilance, nor could 
even my servants absent themselves from liie 
party for many minutes together, without excit- 
ing suspicion. Indeed, I found it difficult to com- 
municate with Antonio, as any appearance of 
eonsultation would have increased their watehfid- 
ness and defeated my intention. In this dilemma 
I resorted, unwillingly, to a disagreeable artifice; 
after our mid-day halt, and just before we mounted* 
I desired Antonio to arrange the luggage on the 
mule, so as to embarrass, without absolutely ins^ 
peding, the progress of the animal^ or rendering 
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ike asoistance of a third person aeioessary. He 
l^ok the hint^ and when we had proceeded a littk 
way I pretended to perceive^ for the first time« tbt 
oonfused state of the luggage. I waxed wrathful, 
and approaching Antonio, told hin)» in English, 
to disregard tiie feigned irritation of my mannci; 
and to pay the strictest attention to every word, 
as I should have no future opportunity of re* 
peating my instructions. I then told him how 
to remove my papers from the mattress, to put 
Manuel partially in our confidence, and, with hit 
assistance, conceal them in the hay with which he 
fed his mules, immediately after our arrival al 
Santiago. 

. Our conference was short, yet did not escape 
the observation of the soldiers; but they sua* 
peeted no collusion, as they saw my attention 
exclusively and angrily directed towards the dis* 
ordered state of the baggage. My fears were, 
however, revived at the barrier of Santiago, wheie 
we were delayed by the Custom-house officers, 
who insisted on searching my effects. The pride 
of authority rescued my papers from this freiAi 
^^ard, for the Sergeant declared that I was 
wholly under the military arm ; that he was bound 
to consign me to the Captain-General of the pro- 
vince ; that, in my actual position, I was not ame- 
nable to any civil power, and he would liot tole- 
rate the interference of any civil officer. After a 
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warm discussion^ we proceeded through the city 
to the residence of the Captain-General. He was 
taking his siesta, and I was detained rather longer 
than I approved of, in an apartment opening into 
the audience room. He was at length declared 
too unwell to transact business that evening, and 
soon afterwards the Secretary of Police came to 
me, examined my passport, declared that it was 
perfectly correct, and expressed his astonishment 
at the conduct of the Authorities of Lugo, whom 
he denominated madmen. He said, he should 
represent their folly and insolence in the strongest 
colours to the Captain- General, begged me to ac» 
cept a thousand apologies, and restored me at once 
to perfect liberty. This decision was received with 
great applause by my Royalist companions, who^ 
now no longer my guards, insisted upon accom- 
panying me as friends to the Estrella inn. I wasr 
happy to see them in that capacity, and glad to 
be released from their perpetual vigilance. The 
inn was kept by a Frenchman, and was far supe- 
rior in comfort and cleanliness to my last abodes 
the Viuda San Valentina, though no familiar 
visits from the great Patron Saint of Spain were 
recorded in its annals. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Author Arrested again— Description of Rguia, (hen Captain- 
General, now the famous Carlist Chief commanding in Biscay 
— Eguia's Tribunal — Author Examined — Remains in Suntia^ro 
on Parole — State of Public Feeling; — Immense Ptiwer of the 
Clerjry — Spanish Notinns of Religious Freedom — Love and 
Devotion in Spain — Vigilance of the Police — Senor Atocha— 
Eguia's Tribunal — Author Restored to Liberty— Re-enters 
Portugal. 

I WAS now free ; but when I reflected upon the 
arbitrary measures pursued by the Authorities, in 
summoning me to their conclave in the middle of 
the night, and compelling me to undertake a long 
and difficult expedition, during an inclement sea- 
son ; when I remembered, also, the strict injunc- 
tions to prevent my escape; my sudden and 
unconditional release appeared even more asto- 
nishing than my previous arrest. I could not 
divine the reasons which had induced those 
worthies to send me so jealously guarded to the 
capital of Gallicia, and then let me loose in the 
streets, and bid me go about my business. But 
while I was musing on the strange conduct of 
men who seemed to be rather guided by caprice 
than by any consistent motive, another vicissi- 
tude of fortune was at hand. Early on the fol- 
lowing morning I was again placed under arrest. 
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At twelve o'clock the Secretary of Police called 
on me, and requested me to accompany him to 
the audience room, where the Captain-general 
awaited my arrival. 

I found Eguia, the Captain-General of Gallicia, 
in a lofty room, looking like an Inquisitor of old; 
a black cap on his head, and indeed entirely ha- 
lted in black, sitting in a chair of state before 
a long table covered with green baize, and sur- 
rounded by officers, and persons connected with 
the police. We exchanged salutations coldly, and 
I sat down in a chair immediately opposite to his. 
He broke silence by expressing his regret at 
finding himself under the necessity of proceeding 
with an inquiry, rendered indispensable by my 
conduct ; but, in the first place, he thought it right 
to urge me in the most solemn manner to make 
a full confession of every particular. I said, in 
answer, that no words could express the astonish- 
ment produced in my mind by the extraordinary 
conduct that had been adopted towards me; I 
had been forcibly conveyed across the mountains 
to Santiago, without having received the most 
distant intimation of the reasons which had in- 
duced the Authorities to resort to such a mea- 
«ire; I had been, however, last night, released; 
and assured by the Secretary, that the Central 
Gdvemment of the province was both astonished 
md displeased at the proceedings of the police 
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<tf Lugo. I waft, therefore, much surpriaed at hi« 

Excellency's address. 

He answered, that the Secretary was not the» 
aware of the secret correspondence that had taken 
place respecting me; or, that the Authorities of 
Lugo were acting in concert with the Govemmenl 
of Santiago. The Secretary had merely looked 
at my passport, and finding it correct had cen-^ 
sured their proceedings, under the mistaken im^ 
pression that my arrest had been founded ou 
some supposed informality in that document, 
He concluded by urging me again, most so- 
lemnly, to confess, as any evasion would be use- 
less; for he assured me that every act I had com- 
mitted, every opinion I had expressed, and almost 
every word I had uttered since my entrance into 
Spain, were known to the tribunal of the p<^ce« 
From the emphatic tone in which he made this 
assertion, and from the deep attention with whidi 
it was received, a stranger might have supposed 
that he arrogated to himself the power of seeing 
into all hearts, and that his claim to such a divine 
attribute was acquiesced in by his retainers. But 
in fact, this manner is assumed to surprise the 
unguarded conspirator into a full confession of 
his crimes, by persuading him that he is sur*- 
rounded by an invisible, but overwhelming and 
omniscient agency, from whose toils there is xm 
escape. I replied with warmth, that I ht^ na 
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confession to make ; that I had not offended wit- 
tingly against any law of Spain; that I could 
not have expressed any disloyal opinions, because 
I entertained none; and finally, I called upon 
him to state the names of my accusers, and the 
nature of the charges preferred against me. He 
said, the charges were of the gravest kind, and 
the accusers, persons in whom the Government 
had the. firmest reliance ; but added, that it was 
Hot customary to satisfy the accused on these 
points. 

An examination then took place, extremely 
curious, as it illustrates in the most striking 
manner the general accuracy and extent of infor- 
mation, which the Spanish police are, or rather 
were under the old system, enabled to command 
on certain subjects; it also impressed me with 
the occasional fallacy of strong circumstantial 
evidence, as, in this case, a multitude of trivial 
circumstances, apparently led to one positive 
conclusion ; the immediate inferences drawn from 
the separate facts were often correct, while the de- 
duction from the aggregate was completely false. 

They evidently believed that I was a Spaniard ; 
that, acting in concert with the Spanish Consti- 
tutional refugees in Portugal, I had entered 
Gallicia to establish communications with the 
malcontents, and ascertain the state of the forts, 
and the general disposition of tlie people pre- 
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vious to an invasion. I was surprised at ttie 
degree to which my movements had been ob* 
served, and questions which I had asked in 
diflFerent parts of the country, noted down and 
compared ; and thus a string of facts had been 
collected together, and were combined with so 
much ingenuity, as to establish against me a 
strong presumptive case of suspicion. 

To give my readers some conception of the 
nature of this singular investigation, I will insert 
some of the questions and replies, nearly as they 
were asked and answered ; at least, as they were 
committed to paper immediately after the exami- 
nation, when they were still fresh in my recollection. 

Eguia, Captain-General. — "Are you aware 
that you have disturbed the tranquillity of the 
whole province of Gallicia?" — "Certainly not. 
I thought that I had passed through the pro- 
vince without attracting attention, or giving of- 
fence to the Authorities by word or deed.'' 

Capt.-General. — "You have assigned different 
motives for your expedition into Spain ; and have 
entered the kingdom upon false pretences." — " I 
have not ; nor can you make good your assertion." 

The Captain-General turned slowly round to 
one of the officers standing near him, and whis-' 
pered in his ear. The officer disappeared for a 
moment, and then returned with a heap of papers. 
Eguia selected a few from the file, and resumed. 

L 
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^Did not you bring a letter of introduction to 

Don ?"— -Idid." 

. Capt-6encraL— ''And to Don ?"— "I 

4id/' 

Capt.-General. — "To Don also, and to 

Don ?"— ^'Yes;^ 

Capt.'Genexal. — •" Did not you deviate from the 
high-road^ and cross some miles oi difficult coun- 
try to see Don ?" — " I certainly did." 

Capt.-General. — *'Do you acknowledge your- 
self to have been the bearer of a lett^ to this 
eflFcct?" 

He then read extracts from a letter addressed by 
a gentleman in England to a Spaniai'd, stating that 
I was proceeding to the Peninsula to recruit my 
health in its genial climate, and requesting him 
to show me every attention. — " I certainly brought 
a letter to that effect, though I cannot charge my 
memory with the precise words." 

He then read another, written by an English 
merchant at Oporto. It stated, that I was on the 
point of leaving that city to explore the natural 
beauties of Gallicia, and concluded nearly in these 
words : " He intends to ride through the wildest 
part of your province. I wish he would defer his 
expedition till the summer, as he is much too late 
in the year for your mountains, and must expect 
bad w^eather and much hardship ; but he is fond 
of enterprise and seems callous to these consid^- 
ations.'* 
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. ** Do you acknowledge this letter ?*^I aasented. 

Capt.-General. — *' Perhaps you will also agree 
with me that the motives assigned for your 
journey^ in these two letters^ are not very con- 
sistent ? *' — '' This circumstance admits of expla- 
nation." 

The Captain-General bowed, with that peculiar 
inclination of the head, which indicates, what, if 
expressed in words would be, ''I do not contradict 
you, but allow me to draw my own inference.*' And 
then, as if determined to overwhelm me by the 
number of my own confessions, and by a mass of 
contradictory statements on the part of my friends, 
he produced a third letter, which declared that 
my chief motive in visiting Gallicia was the desire 
of becoming acquainted with the remains of art 
scattered over the province ; that I was fond of 
Spanish lore, and should be gratified by the 
sight of any records which threw light upon the 
ancient usages of the people. A fourth, and last, 
was then summoned ''from the vasty deep,** which 
stated, without any circumlocution, that my in- 
quiries were chiefly, if not exclusively, directed t» 
the actual state of the country. 

" So that according to the deposition of yomr 
friends," the Captain-General observed, "it ap- 
pears, that ill health which has forced you from 
your own country; a thirst for enterprise whidi 
baa driven you into our mountains; the GalU- 

l2 
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clans as they wcrc^ and the Gallicians as they are^ 
have been each successively declared the principal 
objects of your expedition into Spain." 

It niust be confessed that such conflicting stat&i, 
mcnts may well have appeared extremely suspi^ 
cicus to persons so utterly unacquainted with, 
English habits as the Spaniards. The fact is, 
the greater part of these letters were given me 
by the merchants of Oporto, just before I com- 
menced my Gallician tour ; and as it is customary 
in the Peninsula to assign some reason for travel- 
ling, in letters of introduction, all alleged some 
motive, and probably no two persons fixed upon 
the same ; each writing what occurred to him at 
the moment, or, what he thought most adapted 
to the taste and habits of his correspondents 
Englishmen, accustomed to roam over every 
quarter of the globe, attach little importance to 
the reasons which induce a man to undertake any 
expedition however distant, or foreign to the 
ordinary route of travellers. But the Spaniard, 
who never enters on a journey without having ft 
specific and personal object in view, becomes very 
suspicious of hidden and ulterior projects, if therie 
b^ any inconsistency in the ostensible motives of 
the expedition. 

The Captain- General continued. "You have 
chosen an extraordinary time of the year to 
ramble over our mountain-districts." — "I had 
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no option with respect to time, as I must shortly 
return to Lisbon/' 

Captain-General. — "Yet while you travelled 
through days of continued rain to visit obscure 
places, that could possess no interest in your 
eyes, except in a political point of view, you 
neglected objects highly interesting to an anti- 
quarian, or to a man of taste. For instance, you 
did not visit this very apartment." 

Now that audience-room was certainly fine 
and well proportioned, but had no particular at- 
tractions to a man who had wandered among the 
palaces of Europe till he was tired of their very 
names, and had seen apartments immeasurably 
grander than the one in question. However, I 
should not have advanced my interests by morti- 
cing Spanish pride, so policy kept me silent, and 
I gave no utterance to the thought which natu- 
rally arose in my mind. 

But although his allusion to that particular 
room was founded on that little vanity which so 
often induces men to overrate objects in any way 
connected with themselves, there was both truth 
and shrewdness in the general observation. The 
desire of becoming acquainted with the actual 
state of the country induced me to undertake the 
expedition, and I constantly deviated from the 
high-road to communicate with persons for whom 
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I had letters, and to obtain the desired informar 
tion. As the English at Oporto were principally 
connected with the liberal party in Spain^ my 
letters were often addressed to individuals^ as I 
afterwards found, notoriously disaffected to the 
Government ; a circumstance which did not pre^- 
judice my inquiries, as I made allowance for the 
natural bias of my informants, and became ac-* 
quainted, through their means, with persons of 
different opinions ; but it was eminently calculated 
to excite the jealousy of the police. They soon 
discovered that my inquiries were generally di» 
Tectcd to political matters ; and it appeared, in 
their eyes, highly improbable, that I should en* 
counter so much trouble for the sole purpose of 
becoming minutely acquainted with the actual 
«tate of political feeling in Spain. They accord- 
ingly solved the difficulty, by concluding that I 
was one of the many emissaries who had lately 
traversed Gallicia with secret instinictions from 
the exiled Constitutionalists. Having once dc^ 
cided upon my vocation, they soon fitted me with 
an identity, as will appear in the sequel. But to 
resume the examination : — 

Capt.-General. — ''Your inquiries were every- 
where of a political nature. Did liot you pay 
great attention to the dock-yards at Ferrol?" — 
'* I certainly beheld that great national work with 
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considerable interest In the ejes of ii Spaniard 
such an admission can, I think, be prejudicial te 
no man." 

Capt.-General. — '•Did you not examine mi- 
nutely the fortifications of Lugo ?" — '' At Lugo I 
certainly walked round the ramparts and exm* 
mined some ancient masonry, but >¥as accompa- 
nied by the Governor of the town. The presence 
of an officer, filling so high a post under the 
Crown, ought surely to have protected me front 
any injurious suspicions/* 

£guia looked annoyed at this remark, but let 
it pass. After a momentary pause .he continued. 
** Were you not joined at Corunna by a dark man 
who accompanied you to the dock-yard, and de- 
parted after a secret consultation with you ? Did 
be not also call himself an English Fidalgo? 
Some years have elapsed since any foreign noble 
has been in Gallicia. Is it probable that tw0 
should meet accidentally at the same time, at the 
same place, and proceed together to examine one 
of our strongholds ? " — "I cannot say whethejf 
such an event be probable, but thus it actually 

occurred. My friend Lord C was driven into 

Corunna by stress of weather, during my stay ia 
that town, and being desirous of seeing Ferrol 
we joined parties and proceeded to that port I 
remember no secret consultation. We certainly 
dined together after our visit to the arsenat b^tl 
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.&very word that passed between us might have 
l[)een reported to the Government with my entire 
consent." 

. Capt.-6eneral. — " Were you not urged by some 
friends on board the steam-boat to proceed to 
Lisbon by that conveyance, and did you not 
i^nswer, that you should like it well, as you were 
tired of travelling in bad weather, but that you 
must positively see Gijon, an obscure place at a 
great distance from Corunna, difficult of access, 
and possessing no interest or consideration, except 
in a particular point of view ; or, to speak more 
cleai'ly, except as a place of descent on the coast?" 

I have explained to the reader my reason for 
wishing to see Gijon ; to the Captain-General I 
made no reply. 

Capt.-General. — "Did not you engage a pas- 
gage in a small vessel bound to Gijon, in spite of 
the earnest remonstrances of your friends ? When 
the British Consul came down to the inn and at^, 
tempted to dissuade you from so rash an under:: 
taking, did you not reply that you were bent on 
seeing Gijon; and were you not solely frustrated 
by a continuance of adverse and tempestuous 
winds? Can you assign any reason for this 
extraordinary conduct?" 

I was rather at a loss for a reply, at length I 
said,— "I wished to see Asturias; it is the only 
Spanish province I have not seen." 
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Capt- General. — "Pardon me, Senor; you have 
stated in former conversations that you have never 
been in Estremadura." 

I was really astonished at this instance of the 
Captain-GeneraVs minute information. — " Your 
Excellency is right," I replied, " and seems to 
possess a more distinct recollection of my move- 
ments than I do myself I believe I have never 
been in Estremadura." 

Capt.- General. — ''You admit that you were in 
Sjpain some time ago. Pray name the period." 
—"During the years 1821 and 1822." 

The Captain-General observed, that their sus- 
picions were now confirmed, and acquainted me^ 
for the first time, with the exact natiu*e of the 
charges upon which I had been arrested. It ap- 
peared, that a gentleman of the name of G 

had taken an active part in the excesses committed 
by the Constitutionalists during those years, and, 
after the fall of the Constitution in 1823, had 
placed himself at the head of a band of partisans 
and had carried on a desperate struggle in the 
mountains, whence he had ultimately effected his 
escape. He was about my own age, and some 
real or fancied resemblance in my person to that 

Chief had given rise to the belief that G had 

re-entered Spain, pretending to be an English- 
man. 

This idea was communicated to the police,^ who 

l3 
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'already viewed my movements with suspicion. 
Thej consequently made some peasants, who 
liad seen the Chief in question, enter an inn 
where I was sitting over the kitchen fire, address 
io9y and observe my features narrowly. These 
men returned to their employers under the full 
belief that I was the identical man. Their de- 
positions were transmitted to the Government at 
Santiago, which imnicdiately forwarded instruc- 
tions to the authorities at Lugo to arrest me on 
my arrival at that town, and send me to the 
capital of the province. 

The Captain- General then read letters from 
several individuals, whose names he would not 
disclose, but who all concurred in suspecting the 
motives of my journey, and strongly advised my 
arrest. I discovered some of the writers from 
particular circumstances to which they alhided; 
and perceived with re^et, that in several in- 
stances they were persons &om whom I had re- 
ceived great attention. 

Eguia dwelt much on my resemblance to the 
Spaniards ; the colour of my hair and eyes ; the 
daikness of my complexion : my general manners, 
and even my habits, he said, were purely Spanish. 
I pleaded in opposition, my foreign accent and 
imperfect knowledge of the Spanish language. 
He admitted my plea, but observed that these 
were positively the only circumstances which 



Oigitized 



by Google 



«fiv Ti«] LUDICRO^ OdNGLUSION. 227 

finr<H»red my claim to att Engtteh drig^n, and 
being easily feigned, but slightly militated. againil 
the mass of eTidence accumulated on the ofter 
side. He then declared his concurreneo in the 
general belief, and strengthened his final argu- 
ments by specific allusions to the Spanish lengthy 
and breadth, and blackness of my whiskers. 
Hearing myself described as totally unlike my 
countrymen, and rather nettled at the remark, I 
said, perhaps idly, that I had only one obsenra- 
tion to make. The General did not hear me ; but 
the Police, in the true spirit of exaggeration, im- 
mediately informed him that I had something to 
reveal, and he, with an equal readiness of appre- 
hension, supposed that I was on the ere of making 
a fall avowal of my crimes. He waved his hand 
to the persons surrounding the table, to retire; m 
signal which they most reluctantly obeyed, only 
falling back as far as the door, where they stood 
eager to catch ei^ ery syllable of the forthcoming 
confession. The Captain-General, well pleased 
that his oratory had at length prevailed, and fully 
expecting some mighty divulgemcnt, bent for- 
ward with a most encoui'aging air, saying, that he 
would listen patiently to every particular ; tha 
police fixed their eyes intently upon me ; the nota^ 
ties resumed their pens, and a breathless silence 
prevailed. But when I was compelled to repeat 
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%he trifling observation ¥^hiclx had given, birth to 
fKUch high raised expectatiotis> and which in fact 
ya« only that Englishmen had long, blacky and 
broad whiskers, in common with the rest of man-: 
kind« the amusement of the spectators and th^ 
displeasure and disappointment of the authorities 
were truly ludicrous. A titter, repressed only 
by the awe in which the Captain- General and the 
Police were held, ran round the apartment, whilQ 
£guia drew himself up with a most indignant 
growl, vastly annoyed at the pompous dismissal 
of the spectators, and at all the solemn proceed- 
ings which had ushered in such a ridiculous de- 
claration. This circumstance at once put an end 
to the examination, which had lasted two hours. 

I returned to the inn, where I remained under 
surveillance, and was visited in the evening by the 
Intendant of the police, who communicated to me 
Eguia*s final decision. He had determined to send 
an express to Mr. Bartlett, the British Consul at 
Corunna, desiring him to state whether he could 
positively assure the Government that I was a 
native of Great Britain, and the person whom I 
professed myself to be ; and whether he would 
guarantee the legitimacy of the objects I had in 
yiewln visiting Spain. The Intendant added, that 
in consideration of the rank I might possibly bo 
found to possess, Eguia would, in the mean time, 
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onl J' yequire my parole of honour, and the publiiJ 
appearance of some friend, as iiador, who would 
be held responsible for my presence in the city. 

During my examination the Captain- General 
had requested me to name the persons resident 
^t Santiago to whom I had delivered letters of 
introduction. I was embarrassed by the question, 
because I felt that, in the equivocal position in 
which I then stood, I could hardly name an indi- 
vidual without involving him in the suspicion 
that attached to myself. A moment's reflection, 
however,.convinced me that the question was only 
asked to ascertain whether I should attempt to 
practise any deception. The Police had kept so 
vigilant an eye on all my movements, that they 
could not fail of knowing the persons with whom 
I. had associated, and would certainly have im- 
puted criminal motives to my friends, from any 
attempt on my part to conceal their names. I 
therefore mentioned some, and among others, 

Don Louis R . 

, When the Secretary had communicated to me 
the Captain- General's decision, he requested me 
to accompany him to Don Louis's house ; whei'e a 
great, and, apparently, a very disagreeable sensa- 
tion was produced by the appearance of the Se- 
cretary of the police. The servant who opened 
the door, instead of showing us to the apartment 
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where her master was sitting, retreated in mot/t 
admired disorder, leaving us in a dark passage te- 
make the best of our way into the parlour. 

Don Louis, who was transacting business, drop- 
ped some papers from his hand, in the alarm and 
surprise excited by the abrupt entrance of the 
dreaded fiinctionary, and the strangers who were 
with him hastily glided out of the room. His aj^- 
prchensions were not diminished by a peremptory 
order to give up his papers, and particularly to 
produce the letter he had received from me. Don 
Louis placed this valuable document in the hands 
of the Secretary, who examined it carefully, and 
becoming in some degree reassured by the harm- 
less nature of its contents, informed him of the 
circumstances under which I had been arrested ; 
and asked him whether he would become my 
Fiador, and pledge himself for my appearance at 
any moment that the Captain -General might re- 
quire my presence. He said that, in default of 
such an arrangement, it would be necessary to 
keep me in strict confinement. The old man con- 
sented, and my situation became more tolerable. 
It is true, that a police officer was always stationed 
at the door of the inn, and regularly gave notice 
to some of his brethren whenever I left the house. 
They followed me through all my wanderings, 
keeping their eyes constantly upon me, but with- 
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out anj mctiVe interference, and remfthriilg^^so Far 
alool; tliat I became at length almost indiffer^ift 
to such a mitigated surveillance. 

During tlie remainder of tlie time I spent at 
Santiago I was treated with the utmost kindness 
by Don Louis and his son, and passed many plea- 
sant hours in their family circle. During my 
previous visit to that city, the incessant rain had 
left upon my mind a very unfavourable impres- 
sion of the surrounding scenery ; but my opinion 
was completely changed when I saw it under the 
magical influence of a cloudless sky. Like the 
countenance of a pretty child, that country should 
be seen, not in tears, but in its laughing hours. 
It cannot boast of those striking features which 
retain their grandeur under every fluctuation 
of the atmosphere, but has all those softer 
eharms, which rivet the eye, when clad in sun- 
shine, though totally lost in the mists of a stormy 
day. The foreground is varied, and beauti- 
fully undulated, and the view is terminated by a 
range of blue mountains which rise boldly in the 
distance. I wandered almost every morning to 
a picturesque quarry, where I sat enjoying tho 
prospect, till I perceived that my occupations 
were minutely observed, upon which I deserted 
my favourite spot, recollecting that even inani- 
mate rocks must not be too much inspected in 
troubled times ; " etiam saxa loquuntur" 
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' The dominion of the priests was then, absolute 
at Santiago, and I was told that the outward 
indications of religious feeling had latterly in- 
creased. Before the revolution of 1820. faction 
was asleep ; the Church and her partisans were 
not aware that the ground upoii which they stood 
was undermined, and that the ancient institutions 
of the land were actually nodding to their fall. 

The events of the following years opened their 
eyes ; the facility with wliich the old Government 
was overthrown, and the evident intention of 
the Constitutionalists, during their day of power, 
not to reform, but to exterminate the priesthood, 
awakened their inmost fears, and roused an im- 
placable spirit of vengeance. They naturally 
supposed that their existence, as a body possess- 
ing rights defined and recognised by the state, 
could only be secured by rooting out every 
vestige of principles espoused by a party whose 
hostility to their interests was so deadly and un- 
compromising. Even the moderate partisans of 
the Church, distrusting her actual strength and 
conscious of the great though latent danger, 
entered warmly into the measures adopted for her 
defence ; while her more heated and enterprising 
adherents fell into the errors of an age gone by, 
revived the exploded doctrine, that lAen should 
be proscribed, not merely for their actions, but 
for their opinions, and loudly called for the re- 
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(^tablishment of. the Inquisition^ as the only en- 
gine which could enable them to carry their giant 
schemes into complete operation. And yet^ how- 
ever exaggerated the views entertained by some 
of the priesthood, they were, as a body, engaged 
in a war of self preservation, not of aggression. 

The progress of Constitutional principles, and 
the imminent danger in which the Church was 
placed, during the revolution of 1822, had the 
same, effect upon their clergy which the growth 
of the dissenting interest has in some degree 
produced on ours. Their exertions to obtain 
influence over the people were never so great 
and sustained, as since they felt the danger of 
losing it entirely; and in many parts of the 
country, their labours were at that time rewarded 
by a proportionable increase of zealous feeling. 

In ' Santiago itself the rites of public worship 
had never been so solemnly performed, the pro- 
cessions so frequent and interminable, or the 
voice of prayer so continual in the streets, as 
within the two years previous to my arrival 
And effectively, although the High Church party 
failed in the struggle, then carrying on, to gain a 
complete ascendency over the Crown, their power 
was at this time inordinately great in the pro- 
vinces, and frequently overshadowed the civil 
authority. 

This peculiar state of things may be well illusi- 
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trated hj a little dzemiBtasicc. I was. walkmg 
one morning in the immediate environs of Sanr 
tiago with an intelligent young Spaniaord ; he had 
been discussing political questions with great 
freedom ; he had alluded with regret to the fall 
of the Constitution ; he had mentioned in terms 
of unbounded censure the actual system of go- 
Tcmment, and had even spoken with contumely 
of the formidable Eg^ia. I happened, in the 
course of conversation, to ask him whether he did 
not think that some of the evils which ai&icted 
Spain might be ultimately traced to the celibacy 
of the clergy. We were walking at the moment, 
but he stopped abruptly when I put this question ; 
his face became flushed and he actually trembled, 
but quickly recovering himself he answered, '' If 
the Captain- General and the Police knew that I 
had assented to such a proposition, the lowest 
and darkest dungeon in the city would not be 
low or dark enough for me." Yet this man, who 
treated the general system of civil government, 
and even the actual authorities, with open con^ 
tempt, trembled at the idea of being supposed 
to cast the slightest doubt, even in the most in- 
direct manner, upon any part of the practice of 
the Church. 

But if the Spanish clergy, writhing imder a 
bitter sense of unprovoked and recent persecuiioii, 
were struggling to retain their empire over the 
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minds of men by means not altogether suited to 
the tolerant spirit of the age; Spain's liberal 
politicians, among die lower^ and often among 
the middling classes, were far less advanced in 
the career of Christian charity than the calum- 
niated members of the Church, and frequently 
entertained notions of religious toleration, well 
suited to the days of the second Philip. 

Democratic opinions are no where more ex- 
treme than among the Spanish liberals ; but in 
no country is the philosophy of freedom, civil oir 
religious, less understood* I remember talking 
to a liberal in Valentia about the Inquisition, 
against which he declaimed with a truly patriotic 
energy. That institution was most annoying, faS6 
said, from its interference \^ith the freedom of 
private life. '' I hate oppression in any shape," 
he continued, " I am a friend to the human race ; 
if, indeed, there be a Jew among us, bum him, I 
say, burn him alive ; but interference with honest 
men like you and me, on account of our opinions, 
is beyond endurance." 

Such barbarous and grotesque discrepancies 
between the most intolerant practice, and a inro- 
fession of the most liberal opinions, are, of course, 
among the higher order of Spanish liberals, cor* 
rected by greater information and gresiter know» 
ledge of the world; but ihe same utter miscon:- 
caption of the real principles of toleration actuatoi 
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their conduct. The law, in their opinion, should, 
in theory, be equally applicable to all parties; 
but to act on the principle of administering the 
same measure of justice to the opponent, as to 
the friend of the prevailing policy, to the Carlisl, 
a;S to the Quecnite, would be reprobated as an 
indication of positive weakness, or, more pro- 
bably, resented as a proof of covert treason. The 
notion of impartial dealing between man and 
man, without reference to the political opinions 
he may entertain, is, in their eyes, a practical 
mistake, attributable only to incapacity or col- 
lusion. 

But I was speaking of the eflTects and extent of 
the clerical influence, of which, even in my own 
examination before the Captain-General, I per- 
ceived some traces. I was reminded of some 
questions, which I had certainly asked, but re- 
membered distinctly having only put them to one 
individual, who, I have eveiy reason to believe, 
communicated them to the priest, by whom they 
were transmitted to the police. I do not accuse 
the Spanish clergy of violating the sacred trust 
reposed in them at the confessional — of this I am 
sure they arc incapable — but I do think they often 
persuade their penitents to make, or at least to 
sanction, any revelations the Church may deem 
expedient; and this course I think is pursued 
«tiil more where women are concerned. When 
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the devotional feeling is strongly impressed on 
the mind of a fair Spaniard^ it supersedes every 
other, even the deep-rooted passion of love ; but 
this excess of zeal is chiefly found in the remote 
provinces. 

Under the influence of this engrossing passion 
the character of the Spanish woman becomes 
altogether changed. If once persuaded that the 
man she loves is conspiring against the Churchi 
every avenue to her heart, that well of deep and 
inexhaustible feeling, is closed at once against 
him ; an unworthy system of deception, the oiBT- 
spring of a false, but not of a debased principle, is 
substituted for her former sincerity ; she beheves 
that her own, that his salvation, that the immortal 
weal of thousands whom his machinations may 
endanger, imperiously require her to sacrifice 
every personal feeling; to dive into his inmost 
thoughts for the purpose of betraying them, and 
to treasure up, and afterwards reveal, every care- 
less word breathed in the hours of dalliance, or 
dropped in the unguarded moment of powerful 
emotion. 

During the civil war there were instances of 
women, misled by their phrenzied attachment to 
the Church, who actually received their unwary 
admirers in the warm embrace of love, and even 
in that hour of reciprocal passion, dealt the fatal 
blow with a f rm hand, but an agonized heart. 
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These remarks only apply to those vokanie dis^ 
positions, stiU, though but occasionally^ found m 
parts of Spain» over which religion exercises her 
most fanatic sway, and to those particular cases 
in which the safety of the Church is considered by 
the impassioned votaress as imperiously opposed 
to the dictates of the heart. Generally speaking, 
love and religion are twin sisters in Spain, and 
accord extremely well-: in England, that land of 
pure religion, a man of }deasure endeavouring to 
engage the affections of a married woman system- 
atically undermines every sacred impression, and 
keeps out of sight all that can possibly promote 
religious zeal. In Spain, he attains his object by 
a different course ; religion is too often made sub* 
servient to his views, he frequents the holy fes<> 
tivals which she attends, the deep devotion of her 
spirit lives upon his lips ; and if he cannot kneel 
by her side in the long i^isle, at least she knows, 
too weU, that his eye is upon her. Spanish devo- 
tion is often attired in gloomy colours. I have 
seen the antiquated dames of Murcia solemnly 
pacing the public walks of their city with little 
scourges attached to their dress, and knotted for 
the purpose of self torture. But their &ith is 
sometimes clad in a light and brilliant livery; 
** la religion, r amour, le parfwm et les fleursr all 
mingling in one flower}* but delusive path. 

Before I relieve my readers fiom any further 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CH. VI.} ViniLANCC? OF THB POLICE. 239 

mention of my Grallician adventure, I ttnist notice 
an incident, unimportant in itself, but curiously 
illustrating the vigilance of the Spanish police; 
and the intense acutenesa of their observations in 
disturbed times. As the Indian discovers the 
recent footsteps of an enemy, on wastes that 
appear absolutely trackless to less ^fted eyes, 
so the Spanish police follow their prey by indica- 
tions so faint and infrequent, as wholly to escape 
the perception of less practised minds. I have 
already said that on my first arrival at Luge, I 
took some refreshment in a small tavern at the 
entrance of the town ; the bill being very mode- 
rate, and having no small change, I gave the 
waiter as much for himself as the dinner had 
cost. The man casually adverted to the circum- 
stance before an agent of the police, whose cu- 
riosity was excited by a statement that would 
have attracted no attention from any other indi- 
vidual. He shrewdly remarked, that th6 act, 
trifling as it might appear, was rather the act of 
a gentleman than of the little traders who tra- 
velled along that road, and put up at the inn. 
He knew that they were well acquainted with the 
exact proportion which should subsist between 
the amount of the bill, and the payment of the 
waiter, and would not have been induced, by any 
accidental circiunstances, to have given a fraction 
beyond the necessary sum. Under this impres- 
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sion he entered the tavern, .seated himself op- 
posite to me, scrutinized my movements, observed 
my general manner, and soon became convinced 
that I was the individual whose appearance had 
been described to the Police, and whom they had 
been long expecting. He immediately commu- 
nicated to his superiors the result of his observa- 
tions, and I was in consequence arrested during 
the ensuing night. 

I remember seeing a similar instance of extreme 
subtlety in the police, during a still more dis- 
tracted period, for at such times every faculty is 
quickened to a wonderful extent by an active and 
perpetual sense of impending danger. During 
the great northern insurrection in 1822 I walked 
from Irun to Fontarabia ; and entering the town 
explored it, and, being as usual mistaken for a 
Spaniard, was unmolested by any questions. I 
might then have retraced my steps unsuspected, , 
but wishing to obtain a fuller view of the glorious 
prospect before mc, I endeavoured to approach 
the edge of the cliff, which was separated from 
me by a low wall. Being extremely short-sighted 
I did not immediately perceive a breach, through 
which it was perfectly easy to pass, but went to 
the head of the wall and skirted it downwards 
till I reached the aperture. This circuitous pro- 
cess was observed by an ofiScer of the police, who 
instantly concluded that I was unacquainted wi^^h 
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the place, consequently a stranger, and, therefore; 
a suspicious character. He joined me, entered 
into conversation, and finally gave me up to the 
Authorities, by whom I was ejcamined, and sent 
back to Irun under an escort. 

But to return to my narrative. While 1 re- 
mained at Santiago in this state of pattial free- 
dom, I was one day visited by a Spaniard dressed 
in a naval uniform, and apparently a professional 
man. He said, that happening to lodge in the 
same house, and having heard that an English- 
man of rank was detained under vexatious cir- 
cumstances, he had thought himself bound in 
courtesy to call upon me, and make me a free 
tender of his services. We conversed for some 
time on general subjects; his appearance was 
highly prepossessing ; his manners had the cour- 
tesy and distinction of high birth; he was emi- 
nently handsome; his fine dark eyes often kindled 
with enthusiasm, and a strong tinge of romance 
pervaded all he said, and seemed inherent in his 
character. He showed me some verses to a lady ; 
verses full of fire and feeling, which he had ap- 
parently just composed, for the ink was scarcely 
dry. He dwelt, with an emphasis that was irre- 
sistibly comical, upon every epithet sacred to 
the Dulcinea of his strain, for whom he seemed 
to feel a chivalrous devotion, the true love of the 
middle ages> which could not tolerate any com- 

M 
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petiti<m with the i>l]9eet of its idolatry. He ws» 
a geauine child of romance^ for -engrossed by the 
idea of his absent mistress, and hurried on by 
hk poetic ardour, he aiever once reflected on 
the singular appearaaoe which such, unusual 
frankness of communication from a perfect 
stranger must haTe Jiad in my eyes. Such was 
the apparent character of the man; but I wiH 
not conceal from my readers that a shade of sus- 
picion rejecting the real object of his yisit 
occasionally crossed my mind. I knew that the. 
police made use of various means to extract in- 
formation from suspected persons, and frequently 
employed agents to elicit facts, and obtain admis- 
sions under the mask of friend^p, which could 
not be extorted by any legal process. Now cer- 
tainly the apparent openness and generosity of 
Atocha s character, and the unreserved nature of 
his conversation, were highly calculated to call 
forth some degree of reciprocal confidence from 
a stranger, friendless and unacquainted with the 
subtle intrigues of the Spanish police, and the 
circuitous paths by which they often obtain their 
information. Other ciscnmstances in some degree 
strengthened this disagreeable impression. My 
sitting-room was only separated from anadjoining 
apartment hy a door which was kept constantly; 
locked, and I heard, u{Km two different occasioni^ 
when engaged in^ conversation^ a rustUng near 
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tiieikey^hole, as ff some persons on the other side 
were in the act of listening. Upon inquiry I 
leamt^thot the apartment was occupied by Senor 
Atocha ; but he was firequently out of the house; 
and it is possible that others may have taken ad- 
YBOiiMge of iiis jabsence. In hk interview with m^ 
he certainly lied the conversation .more than once 
to the canseof my arrest^ but it is probable that 
curiosity .alone dictated his inquiries. I was un-' 
willing to attribute unworthy motives to a man, 
upon vwhose open browbonour and truth seemed 
written in characters too legible -to be mistaken;: 
but e^eriesice had taught me to distrust actions 
which, under happier circumstances, could haver 
borne no invidious construction. For at that 
time firiend suspected Mend, and the father could 
hardly place reUanee on his son : in such a state 
of society, strapioion becomes not an occasional- 
inmate, but a prevailing habit of the mind ; nor 
is this the least evil resulting from long-con-^ 
tinned civil dissensions. 

A day or two afler this visit, the Secretary of 
the Police called at the inn, and requested me to 
accompany him to the audience-room, where I 
finmd the Captain-general enthroned. Eguia in- 
formed me that he had just received a dispatch 
from Mr. Bartlett, the Britifih Consul at Oorunna, 
declaring that I was an Englishman, and the 
pexBon whom I professed myself to be, guarantee* 

m2 
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ing the legitimacy of the objects I bad in view# 
and in sbort> confirming all my statements. He 
was therefore pleased to tell me, that after sudi 
an explicit declaration from the British Consul^ 
he could no longer entertain a doubt upon the 
subject^ as he was a gentleman for whom he en* 
tertained the highest sentiments of respect My 
manner and appearance were, however, so de^ 
cidedly Spanish, that even now he was unable to 
convince the Police and others of a fact which the 
ConsuVs positive assurance alone induced him to 
credit. He said that the disasters into which I 
had fallen had been, to a great extent, the result 
of my own imprudent conduct; that the persons 
with whom I had associated, the political inquiries 
I had made, my frequent deviations from the 
high-road, and my wild and rambling excursions 
among the fastnesses, at such an unusual time of 
the year, had all confirmed the impression which 
my striking resemblance to the outlawed chief 
had originally created. He concluded by saying, 
that as the Government had resolved to liberate 
me, I should probably be disposed to leave San- 
tiago on the following day. I assured the Cap^ 
tain-general that. I was fully prepared to meet 
his wishes in that respect, and was anxious to 
have my passport made out for Orense on that 
very evening. The allusion to Orense threatened 
to produce a fresh commotion : looks of horror 
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and suspicion were renewed among the agents of 
the Police> and the Captain-general declared that 
the safety of the people entrusted to his charge 
rendered it absolutely necessary that I should 
quit Spain, with all imaginable rapidity, by thd 
road to Tuy, the most direct to the frontier. 
I replied, that of course no reason which I could 
allege would have any weight with his Excel- 
lency, if it were once established that my journey 
to Orense would disturb the tranquillity of Spain ; 
but as I had actually made arrangements to 
re-enter the Trazos Montes by the north-eastern 
frontier, such a complete deviation from the 
route I had prescribed to myself would be at-- 
tended with great personal inconvenience. He 
had, however, determined that I should leave 
Spain by the Tuy road, from which he requested 
me on no pretext to wander; and, to prevent me 
from holding communications with my supposed 
adherents, he specified certain towns, and villages 
in which alone I might pass the night. If found 
in Spain after the expiration of three days I was 
again liable to be arrested. He then expressed 
great anxiety for my safety, and recommended 
me to accept his offer of an escort, which should 
accompany me to the frontier, and effectually pro- 
tect me from any popular ebullition. I perceived 
his real motive, and knowing well that these friends 
and protectors would speedily become my masters^ 
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I liianked: hinr for: tBe interest he tbbk im xxxf 
safetj, botrexpifiSBeditfae aiiaoftt dsHiBsUi^ 
deprive his M^esty of. any defenders at a tiosB 
when their presenee- was so nmcEL nsqiiicsd at 
home: 

. Matters were them adjusted ; I was condition* 
ally restored to freedom^ fcranul' sahiiations* were 
eoldly exchanged between' ns> and we sepacated. 
£guia. was an admirable speeinmn' of the old 
fimatic Boyalist;. jet all: the zeal and ability 
which he displayed in detectings the most hidden 
fonspxracieai and bringing to jnstice the^ moat: 
wary conspirattiris, coidd not preserve him' fiom a 
fdarfiil disastec, for* he was; cbsadfully wounded 
in 182^ by the ei^losion' of some fahninating 
powder; artfully placed: under^the sealof a letter; 
a base and malignant act,, probably emanating 
"from some exaE^orated' victim of' his severity:^ 
Having taken leave of my kind: Mends the Bivaa 
I mounted, my horse. My guardian Angela m 
llie shape of axPoHce-officer, remained to the last 
momentr at his^^ post near the inn. News from 
Catalonia arrived immediately previous to my 
departure. 60m Santiago; the insurrection still 
continued' to gain* gpx>und; Ae Queen had* been 
. insulted in^ her passage^ through Valentia^ and 
the expected le^stdblkhment of tlie Inquisition 
excited, in the highest degveoi the hopes' and 
fears of the- conflieting' partem.. 
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And now having given a faithfiil account of tlie 
Angular eventft which befel me in consequenee of 
smisconjception of my motives^ i should be acting 
an uncandid and ungeneroua part if I did not 
state^ that calmly reflecting upon events, now 
long ehipsed) I cannot impute much, if any, -blame 
to the Spanidi Authorities. The 4sivil war, then 
waging in the kingdom, the plotsi that were mul:* 
tiplying on all sides, and the spies who had latety 
inundated Gallida, and were communicating with 
tiie Spanish democrats in Portugal, were circum<f 
stances pregnant with danger to the established 
Government. At the time, I was naturally am 
noyed at such an attack upon my liberty, but i 
can easily conceive that the local authorities maj^ 
have considered it their bounden duty, in the 
critical situation of public affairs, to^^ arrest « 
jitranger, coming from a most suspected country ; 
whose journey too was performed at & very un*^ 
tusual time of the year, and was accompanied by 
circumstances in some degree- calculated to throw 
doubt upon his intentions. I think I might have 
iQEperienced the same interruption under any Qo* 
vemment So drcumstaneed ; and of this I am sure^ 
that had I been* arrested by my Spanish liberal 
friends, undier suspicion of Boyalist intrigues, my 
thraldom would have been more protracted, and 
my treatment not quite so tolerable. 

The evening was rainy, but the country through 
^hich I rode to Fftdbrom lively aaid diversified 
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Thete I was refreshed by some tea, and fatigued 
by a host of insatiable women, who overwhelmed 
me with queries touching England. As a plain un^ 
vai'nished statement of facts did not appease their 
appetite for the marvellous, I gratified their taste 
by assuring them that Englishmen were guaran- 
teed by law in the undisturbed possession of four 
contemporary wives, and concubines ad libitum. 
They remarked that better conduct could hardly 
be expected from Jews, and the English were 
avowedly of the Jewish persuasion; but in return 
for my communications, they tried to convert me 
to the Catholic faith, and assured me, that, with 
such a pious object in view, they would raise no 
injudicious objections to a little well-timed gal- 
lantry, although such gentle lapses were con- 
eidered by their Church as mortal sins. 
. On the following day I continued my journey 
to ttie frontier, through a delightiul country. I 
met some Spaniards at Kedondela, who asked me 
more questions than I thought right to answer 
at such a doubtfrd time. Near Tuy I saw a curious 
instance of that inaptitude to accommodate esta<> 
blished habits to actual circumstances, so pecur 
liar to the Spanish character, and some times so 
truly ludicrous in its results. A superior kind of 
countryman, driving a vehicle containing parcels 
and goods, (his own, moreover,) had been sq 
unfortunate as to overturn it, not far from the 
gates of the town. The hor$e was lying under 
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the shafts, the vehicle was Jn the ditch, the good^ 
were scattered along the road, and, although of 9, 
perishable nature, were lying, for the most part, 
immersed iu mud. Under these circumstances 
any man but a Spaniard would have immediately 
assisted his horse to rise, would have examined 
his vehicle to ascertain that it had suffered no 
injury, and would have carefully replaced his 
goods : not so our friend the Spaniard ; the hour 
had arrived at which he was accustomed to make 
his mid-day repast, and that repast was not 
to be postponed by any freak of malignant fortune; 
so, perched on one side of the subverted vehicle, 
he sat calm and conspicuous, knife in hand, 
leisurely apportioning his cheese to his bread, 
and eyeing with indifference, horse, vehicle, and 
soaking goods; nor till the inward man was 
thoroughly appeased, did he begin in sober 
earnest to inspect and repair the evil. He ^vas 
a Catalan, and not a Gallician, and this slight 
incident is an apt and faithful illustration of the 
phlegmatic disposition of his countrymen, and of 
their dogged adhesion to ordinary habits under 
every contingency* 

We sometimes hear, in France and England, of 
a spirit of encroachment, and a spirit of conces« 
sion ; in Spain, a spirit of mal a propos, if it may 
be so termed, unquestionably tinges the national 
character. I have heard, that in the agony of the 

m3 
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Cortes>andi when: tftgFggnch; warn aagfaidly mtei>^ 
lag^ Gadiz^ a:, glowin^^ antor wwk aigiiiiig; witir 
energy;. on tiie exact degme ofpreoeieiiee^diiDlr 
idioald: hraeafter- be aseoided tb. ai Bfeap-Artmiwii 
of ConstitiitioitaiSjpatii* Theiv surely i», howerec 
xemote; a fkmily resemblance bet^peen^ourfbael^ 
ing fiormer and the- orator^ ft>r^ under their r&- 
spectiT^ cmminstianoeB) Ae feastr and the «rgii«* 
mcnt were equally inappropriBte: 

At Tiiy I met my old- ally, the* Consul's agent; 
tvho dispaiehed' my bunnesa with giest expe^ 
tion. HeveaLmemberof the-PoUce-asrared me 
that a> detldled account of my asrreei^ aivd of the> 
prQeee(fings< instituted against me, had^been<for>^ 
wnrded to their office^ and added' that my raoira^ 
menta- had heen^ narrowly obserred during my? 
ftrnt yisit to Santiago. While> I w«&' standing os» 
die bank expecting the boat' destined to convey 
me jwxQss the- Miiohu, a noble stream vvbich beie 
divides the rival kingdoms^ tvvo Capudiin. friars 
approached me, and enticing* mto conversattcab 
endeavoused, by many subtie questions, to. dtsv 
cover the real object of my Gallician expedition. 
At length we embarked, and I bade aifinal ibre^ 
well to Spain> renowned, romantiG Spain ; a 
oountcy which Lhad found: always firaught witte 
alircing adventures, and always enveloped in the^ 
storms of i civii: disaenaaon;. L landed onLtihe'Boi^ 
taiguese shme^ and.b]»atheddheely« 
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£iitt Img^euiann confin a >d S ttrpftwiag Bmntf of the Satv* 
Minho — Superstition of the Bento — Consent of Thibaim— * 
0oiaaafamMi-«IniiftliHMit» of tbe Mialio m4 BImmtaiiKcn of 
tfaa Ttasos ooigMwdi ■ B roahfaat in tb* Convent Fadour— 
Monkbh Hattbiy-— Return to Usbon. 

At Valen^ i eallied 0k tlw €kiT«nior, and in 
Ike 6v«ii]iig' aitttendad »party »t lii» hoiue, lAere 
I waa BitEoduccdt to th« ladiev of his fitmily; iSM 
aSxsevB of a segimenit itatiomd! in the town> and 
tiiree^ fiMt and fttvowite pugs* I found the 6o»- 
immor, amostworAj maxkrixL bed, suffering from 
iodispo&atioii, and a hidy of a certain> age, evideirffy 
wiBy mother, or daughter, feeding* him with aflee*- 
tionate sdisitiule. Yalen^a m a place of great 
fftsen^l^ and migfat eaB% demolish its sister 
tsmi on die opposite bank : m allusioii to its* 
fioKtificatbns, some Portuguese offleers observed, 
tiiat their forbearame, m refrainin)^ from .uch ar 
taopting act,, was a signal proof of the notioitar 
mpoderation,. and added, as a supplement to* the 
aemark, that the stsong were always mevsiM ; as^ 
ff the destruction of Tuy involimd tiiat of ^pain, 
and would be fbllowsd bf no BOtributiTe- 
^exieeft 
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The exquisite beauty of the country between 
Tuy and Ponte di lima baffles all description^ 
I rode among hills covered with cork and olive, 
over knolls partly bare and partly clothed with 
picturesque groups of chestnut, emulating the 
richest park scenery, and through fields of the 
most delightful verdure, intersected by streams 
of clear water, and overshadowed by ancient oaks. 
Here too the walnut grew profusely; that tree 
at once the beauty and disgrace of English 
scenery ; for, in England, its leaves fall early in 
September, and its bare, denuded branches form 
a moumM contrast to the green luxuriance of 
the surrounding forest: with us, it is the first* 
harbinger of winter, an early and unwelcome 
herald of the general dissolution; but, in the 
Minho, its foliage was unimpaired, even in the 
heart of November. The rare union of trees 
and shrubs belonging to different climates, and 
growing side by side, is the most striking feature 
of this earthly paradise. Here the north and 
south may be said to meet on amicable terms, for 
the Indian corn, the dark cork, the deep-green 
orange, and the luxuriant vine, then completely 
turned and of a bright-red colour, were beautifully 
interspersed with the oak, and elm, and the hardy 
vegetation of the northern world. At length I 
reached Ponfe di Lima, and rambled along the 
banks of that delightful stream, the Cavado. I 
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thought I had never gazed upon a lovelier scene, 
as I . saw the sun set gloriously behind a range 
of bold mountains then robed in the deepest 
purple^ and illuminate with its last beams many 
peaceiul and picturesque hamlets built of cork 
and thatched with broom. From Lima I rode on 
to Braga^ through a continuation of the same en** 
joyable country and execrable roads; while the 
hedges, high and covered with ynld flowers, re-* 
minded me of the lanes near Dawlish on a spring 
day ; a little farther on, the pine abounded, mixed 
with the red heath in full bloom. 

In the course of this day's journey we passed 
the hut of a lone Ben to. The superstition of the 
Bentos is deeply rooted in parts of Portugal, and 
the Bentos and Bentas are greatly venerated. 
As the Bento is distinguished by the possession 
of extraordinary faculties during his mortal career, 
so his entrance into this world of grief and sin 
is accompanied by extraordinary circumstances. 
Before his birth, strange and fearful lamentations 
are heard to issue firom his mother^s womb, and 
when bom, the sign of the cross is seen distinctly 
marked on the roof of his mouth ; his progress 
from infancy to manhood is characterized by un- 
usual gravity, by an abstinence from all boyish 
amusements, by premature wisdom, and by afore-^ 
sight exceeding that of man : no fraud, however 
well contrived, can escape his penetration ; if an 
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crffcnoer luur been committed^ Il!9 fiaoeS' witk luAeai^ 
teting deeiaion upon Uie offmder; if a wklberf 
iam oecuimd, he indieatea the place where^lbv 
atolsn gooda avadeponted, and mmefiftbe sobbeR 
Ta hiioT tibe ihadies af nridxiight are- dear as llle 
glare of nooa ; and if mma's^ life be taken at thair 
silent hour, his glance^ aan pierce the dtasknesa 
impenetrable by other eye% and faii> smtal vms 
proclaims the' aocussed nmn> of Meed.. 

And thfflre> where hiv lonely hut lies boiiedr 
amid crag and heath, titere^ afimr a^heariFy &tt of 
rain> when the nurantank streaoa are Ifeo&d^ 
and the wild clouds chasing each' odier ever the 
disordered fluce of heaven, liiere may be' seen 
tiie' aged: Bento, filling the magic phial with the 
wateraof seven different fbuntains; watera which, 
mited- by his pious hand; and at the fitting wa*^ 
ment; haare some str a ng e inex^icable power t9 
heal the most grievous maladies: iheape toovon 
the still eve, when not a. breath disturbs' the 
ibrest tree% that sainted and solitary mortal b 
Beheld by a. revering peasantry^ culling aimplea 
firmn die hillnsiidei er Mndling a mysterious fire 
upon the roch^ and feeding it with the* sabki 
feathers of some speU^bound biid>; a. wonder^ 
worlBnig eombmatjsn inUoh can inftise feesh vi- 
gour in the heddiy^ and restore to life the dying 
man. 

Ai:TLved at BMg^ I steppdL at tim^ £te Am^ 
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mandftntv On the fUlowiiig monnitg I partook of 
#. siHiiptb0iiK lirevkfftflftf act! Ins IhmBei after* ^fvttoR 
Iter mount&d^ me^cnr s fine bone^ and accompaiiiect 
Vseto the Convent of Thibaim, a spacious- edifiee 
plttoed' in tiie- midst of * an enchanting* gardem 
The verduie^ was wonderfally rich; the roses in 
ftdl bloom ; and' the whole country, seen from the 
conTont windbwB^ resembled- a- great extent of 
jdeasnre • ground. This- monastery' ootitains aoms 
foctures of ^ oonnderabi^ merit; Two are said- to 
hav^ been executed by- Bubens, and L have liUler 
doubt that one at least is an* originals There ift 
also one by Bkphael; and' some oliiers called 
Itadian^ which may; I think, be safely ascribed to 
die Bblogim school. There are two pictures^ of 
Inez de Castro, the one^representing her in tfafir 
firat.blossonring of youth; the other; afewyeanr 
biter,' when her charms had* fully e^andedl The 
general ehairacter of the colouring, die stiffhese 
<»f the figure, and the hardness of the outline/ 
fblly estfetblish their daims to antiquity. In the 
invent gaiden I observed » very peculiar* spe- 
dies- of poplar; with so large a leaf that I atfira^ 
suspected it to bea^Tariety of the banyan treer 
a» P returned to Bts^> I saw^ the Indian: conn 
cut and piled, around: the* trees,, the stalk being 
teft for cattle^ to feed on. A. branch: hunp 
^er the portal of » house, iik.heN^>aKit.waB.i]r 
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England during Shakspeare's time, an unfaUing 
sign of entertainment for man and horse. In the 
evening, the Dean of Braga accompanied me tQ 
the Cathedral, an edifice possessing little beauty^ 
but venerable from its antiquity, and supposed 
to have been built before the Moorish invasion* 
The scene was melancholy but imposing. Th0 
Archbishop had lately died, the walls were hung 
with black cloth, and the low funereal music, mint 
gling with the tender voices of the young cho^ 
risters, sounded sweetly but mournfully througl^ 
the long aisles. The Archbishop of Braga is 
Primate of the two Spains, in virtue of his office ; 
he, therefore, fills a post of the highest dignity, 
and at that time enjoyed an enormous revenuet . 
Early on the following morning I continued 
my journey. The vale of Braga richly wooded; 
the white walls of innumerable quintas peeping 
through the trees; the monasteries crowning the 
heights ; the fleecy clouds, which rested midway 
on the adjacent hills, and the blue smoke, curling 
upwards from the town, produced a very pleasing 
effect. At Guimaraens I visited the old palace 
of the Kings, now converted into a barrack, and 
afterwards explored the castie, evidently built 
by the Bomans in the days of their best work* 
manship, and still in high preservation. Prison* 
ers for debt are now confined within its walls, 
which seem calculated to endure for ages. There 
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I saw a man whose haggard face was fearfully 
impressed by want and wretchedness ; and when 
I gave him a piece of money he prostrated him- 
self before me in the depth of his humility, with 
such an air of utter self-abasement^ as hardly 
became a human being when addressing hia 
brother man. The Cathedral of Guimaraens 
is ancient^ and more worthy of notice from its 
extreme singularity than from any architectural 
merits. The old columns are strong, uncouth^ 
and barbarous ; the walls are partially tiled with 
china; and decorations in the most execrable 
taste have been added in latter times. Guima- 
raens contains many wealthy inhabitants, and 
some of the provincial nobles have houses in the 
town, and are by no means unpopular. The 
people were much attached to the convents, and 
particularly to the nunneries, which dispense as* 
sistance to the poor with great liberality. From 
Guimaraens I rode on to Oporto, which terminated 
an expedition attended with considerable hard- 
ship and fatigue, but full of interest and excite- 
ment. Since we left Santiago the weather had 
been truly delightful : the three weeks that succeed 
the heavy autumnal rains in Portugal are often 
the most agreeable in the year ; and that season, 
known by the name of Saint Martin's summer, 
combines the unclouded sunshine and genial sen* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



258 PORTUGAL. [cH« ymu 

sations of tjie real summep, mthoat its op^resnva 
beat. 

* I Had now travetsed the Entre Miaho tmce, 
mad'dimag my second journey throagh the eomi* 
tr^ was still more hnpresBed with a sense of its 
surpassing beauty. All that is most graceful in 
cultivated scenery, all that is most strikmg in i^ 
wild landscape, have combined to render this 
little district a fiiiry land. In the more sheltered 
situations of the Entre SKnhe the' tSea-plant anA 
the Cape jessamine grow with li(%le care, while the 
azereiro, or Prunus Lusitanica, the Cytisus, and 
several varieties of iltte Cistus tribe, are inteat^ 
mingled in gay profusion with tiie^efty broom of 
Madeira. The fields are fell of Itidisa com, tilt 
meadows are abundantly watered by artificial' as 
well as by their own natural and beauteom 
streams;, the sidles of the hills, convected into 
terraces; are* cultivatsed mth exquisite care> the 
vines climb up the highest trees and at once em- 
brace and unite the oak, the chestnut, and the 
poplJEiT. Let tile traveller pause* in almost any 
valley of the Mnho, and his eye will fisast on all; 
this rich distail of beauty, pdiile from the adjacent 
heights of granite rock &e will' command a got-^ 
geous scene of woodland, diversified' by streams^ 
and firequent cottages- halfnseen, half-hid by theie 
cfmbowering groves ; he will pezceiv^ spots almost 
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inaecesBiUe, jet seclaimed feom the heathery inoim-^ 
tain, planted with maize, and hanging^ a9 if in the 
air,; he will gaze with, adjoiisation on the many 
oemnanta of the old warnor castles^.each inveetiBd 
with itai peculiar legend; and! guarded by its own 
esichantedMooiesB ; and' last^ not least in^ beauty^ 
eiar the convent toweis,. rising in peaceftil pomp 
above the : luxuriant fdain ; 

His. heurt must be insensible to external in- 
ffiiences who can behold without delight, or quit 
without regret^ sndn ai favoured country. £ven 
the stem vxctor^ of the ancient worlds little pione 
to Ihe soft emotions of our natuic^ were van-* 
quished by the Bewitdiing beauty of the valleyv 
ef the Gavado. Upon the barics of that match- 
less streun they thuew down tile* national eagles^ 
and: re&sed: to^ leasee that happy land. They 
caught the poetic spirit of thepeople, they called 
the Lirna^ and Ihe Gavado the nvers of obEvion^ 
and; in' a: fit of paosionate enthusiasm^ forgnt 
the ties that bounds theuL to their di£d;ant homei 
and renounced the glories of Imperial Italy far 
the pastocal and^ peaus^d seclusioixiof the Minhot^ 
; I hare already ofannrved that poetry and song 
ace here much: in> wigne, indeed they seem the 
spontaneous gxowth' of^lhe mind;: that. tendency 
id poetic expressiim andi poetic; exaggeration, in 
the ordinary intercourse of life^ which chaiactenna 
the inhabitantr of the Trazoa Montes,. isequally 
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remarkable in the Entre Minho> but Is modified 
by the different character of the people and of 
the country. In the Minho the mind of man is 
more light and elastic^ embellishing all it touches^; 
investing matters of little interest with a name* 
less grace^ and frequently adverting to common- 
objects with an almost Oriental provision of me-^ 
taphor. But in the Trazos Montes the imagina^ 
tion of the mountaineer partakes of the gloom of 
his own less genial climate and of the Gothic 
world. For instance, the crimson clouds, that 
surround the setting sun, would be compared by^ 
the gay people of the Minho to the damask rose 
of their own enchanted valley of Barcelos, while 
the same clouds in the Trazos Montes would be 
likened to the blood of a slaughtered enemy. A 
difference equally striking pervades the provincial 
songs; soft and tender in the Minho, generally* 
plaintive, but almost always celebrating the joyft 
and sorrows of a gentle love, in the Trazos Mon-^ 
tes they breathe more often the language of 
frantic passion and vehement revenge. The 
common peasant in the Entre Minho not unfre-» 
quently adopts the expressions and understands 
the delicacy of refined courtship ; in the Trazos 
Montes he often holds the language, and is ani-^ 
mated by the sentiments of a hero. The inhabit-* 
ants of both provinces are loyal to access. In 
the Minho, it is the unthinking, reckless, laughter-* 
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loving loyalty of the Frenchman of the old school ; 
but in the Trazos Montes, attachment to the 
Sovereign is, in times of trouble, a stem, engross- 
ing passion which banishes every selfish consi- 
deration, and scarcely admits of a co-existing 
thought. The inhabitant of the Minho, under 
every fluctuation of feeling, enjoys equal and un- 
clouded spirits ; but his brother mountaineer, like 
the Highlander of old, is alternately wrought to 
the loftiest enthusiasm, or weighed down by the 
deepest dejection ; and in that mood of mind, an 
omen from the river or the cloud will daunt a 
heart assailable by no mere mortal peril : he has 
indeed his golden dreams, his confident anticipa- 
tions of success, but then he has his sure fore- 
bodings of approaching doom. Both the inha- 
bitants of the Trazos Montes and of the Minho 
are devotedly attached to their native soil : the 
people of the Minho frequently maintain that 
neither the rest of Portugal, nor any known por- 
tion of the globe, can compete in beauty with 
their valleys, but that Heaven alone possesses 
such scenes of true enchantment. 

I remained at Oporto for several weeks after 
my return from Spain. In the society of Count 
Villa Flor and his beautiful Countess, time ghded 
rapidly and pleasantly away. 

A few days previous to my departure from that 
city I accepted an invitation from Dona R^— • 
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p.: — ^ to breiJcfast with the nuns at Ifie Coiiyeii£ 
of'BeBedictiiies. This amiable «and interestiiig! 
young lady was descended from a noble (EngUsh: 
family remotely connected with my own^ and had; 
recently taken the veiL Our party, consisting of 
my intelligent friend Mr. Whiteley, Mrs. White-r 
ley, another lady, and mysdf, were shown into 
the convent parlour, where we found breakfiu^ 
prepared ; about the same time the Lady Abbess, 
accompanied by some young nuns, entered aa 
adjoining apartment, only separated from ouib 
by a double grating. The reception she gave ub^ 
was courteous, though dignified ; the nuns were 
gentle and retiring in manner, yet totally free 
from any appearance of awkward embarrass- 
ment, jodned gracefully, though but occasionally, 
in conversation. I observed on some of their 
countenances an expression pensive and resigned,: 
but not indicative of mental disquietude ; their 
deep black attire accorded well with the clear 
paleness of their complexions; the mantilla de-' 
pended from the head, ptotecting rather than 
shrouding the face ; their hair was parted in the: 
Madonna style, and a curious kind of whalebone 
projected from the forehead ia a curve and rested: 
upon the nose. 

After breakfast we walked through the convent* 
church, and listened with delight to jthe rich 
sounds of its powerful otgauj and siiw the iiunk> 
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looking down upon ub from another grate raised 
high above the 'body of the church. At length 
&e^ate was opened; the nuns descended, and 
varmly and affectionately embraced the ladies of 
our party, after which we exchanged salutations 
and dcgparted. The general effect was pleasing, 
but I was still more impressed by a scene which 
I afterwards witnessed at the same place. I 
walked with my friend Mr. Whiteley to the church 
at a late hour on Christmas eve. It was bril- 
liantly illuminated, and crowded to excess by 
persons flockiikg in from the country as well as 
from the town, anxious to behold the celebration 
of the Christmas rites, and animated by a spirit 
of the most fervent devotion. I felt no common 
interest, as I gazed upon those beautiful young 
women who appeared .at the high and distant 
grate, waking at intervals the deep organ and 
accompanying it by their voices, voices of sur- 
passing sweetness, which thrilled through a thou- 
sand hearts. Baised far above the lower world, 
they reminded me of the angelic host, seen by the 
awe- struck shepherds, on tiie blessed anniversary 
of that eve, floating upon the realms of spacer 
breathing celestial strains and singing — '' Glory 
to God in the highest ; and on earth good will to 
Man." 

I cannot quit this subject without stating my 
oonviction that the aspersions cast upon the nuns 
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are, generally speaking, unjust. As far as regards 
the interesting persons to whom I have been al- 
luding, their conduct was universally admitted 
to be pure, and unexceptionable; to call them 
blameless would be faint praise indeed, as their 
lives were spent in an uninterrupted exercise of 
the most active charity. In a^ country abounding 
in convents some few instances may be adduced 
of nuns who have broken their vows, overcome 
by the force of an earthly passion ; but the dis- 
grace entailed upon the sisterhood, by any de- 
tected frailty, is considered great, and the pe- 
nalty inflicted upon the ofiender is proportionably 
severe. 

I had now devoted more time to the North of 
Portugal than I had originally intended, and my 
departure from Oporto had been for several days 
delayed solely by the rough sea and tempestuous 
winds, which effectually prevented the steam-boat 
from quitting the harbour. At length the weather 
became more favourable, and having taken leave 
of my friends, I rose before break of day on the 
27th of December, and embarked on board the 
steam-boat bound to Lisbon. But the discourag- 
ing accounts brought by the pilot of the state of 
the bar, determined the Captain to defer the 
voyage to another day. The passage of the bar 
is perilous when the sea is much disturbed, or 
the water low, as the only channel through which 
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a vessel can navigate in. safety is shallow, con« 
fined, and hemmed in by rocks. It may easily 
be conceived that among the English society at 
Oporto, which is principally composed of gentle- 
men engaged in commerce, the state of the bar 
becomes a frequent and anxious subject of conver- 
sation at their evening parties. "How is the bar 
this evening?" is as often asked at an Oporto 
dinner as " Were you in the Park to-day ?" in St. 
Jameses Square. There are some curious facts 
connected widi this dangerous accumulation of 
sand. The sea, previously tranquil, often rises in 
the immediate vicinity of the bar, and rushes in 
upon it with tremendous force, although no vi- 
sible cause of excitement can be discerned, while, 
strange to say, a little farther along the shore the 
water remains completely undisturbed. Oporto 
is nearly three miles from, the main ocean, but 
even at that distance I have been sometimes for- 
cibly struck by the loud and awful roar produced 
by the sudden rise of the bar, unexpectedly 
breaking in upon the stillness of night. 

A somewhat similar phenomenon sometimes 
prevails along the coast. Upon such occasions 
the whole sea becomes chafed without any assign- 
able cause, and rolls in its mountainous surges 
upon the beach, although the day is perfectly 
calm, and there is not the lightest cloud, or the 
faintest breath of wind. Some persons attribute 
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-ibis peculiar kind of gf ound'-swell to the operation 
of heavy gales in distant seas : those gales, they 
suppose^ chafe the waters under the influence of 
their own immediate action, and the waters, be- 
coming disturbed, gradually communicate their 
own agitation to the remoter parts of the ocean. 

I have observed the same kind of swell, in a 
lesser degree, at Bude Haven, a wild port on the 
Northern coast of Cornwall, which should be 
visited by every painter of the storm, and, indeed, 
by every man who loves the sea in its roughest 
mood : for he will there behold, on a tempestuous 
day, a size and grandeur of wave, and an uninter- 
rupted sur&ce of foam, such as perhaps no oth^ 
part of the British coast can present. I asked an 
Irish sailor, who had lived two years at Bude, 
whether he had ever seen a wilder sea on his 
native shore. ''Never, indeed. Sir,** he replied, 
^' and I verily believe that Bude Haven was the 
last harbour God Almighty made."* Those 
great masses of foata, contrasting with the dork 
crag of the coast, form not unfrequently a scene 
which Morland would have loved. 

* It must not, however, be supposed that this place, so remark- 
able for the grandeur of its sea <^ct8, is destitute of the comforfs 
or conveniences of life. There is a very good hotel established ajb 
Bude, and good lodging-houses. Sir Thomas Acland has g(>ne- 
rously bidlt a Chapel, at his own expense, where the P,0v. Mr. 
KiDg officiates, and delivers seme of the most practical, yet eloquent 
sermons that it has ever been my lot to hear. The people are well 
disposed and gratefuL 
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Bnt-I am waadering strangely irom my subject. 
On the following morning I again rose before 
daytight, and embarked on board the steam^boat^ 
vrhere I finally took leave of my kind friend Mr. 

• Whiteley, whom I quitted with real regret. The 
snn shone brightly on the beautiful banks of the 
Douro^ as we glided down the river ; but when we 
approached the formidable bar, the old doubts 
were revived, and the propriety of passing it 
was again called into question : the Captain, 
who had been prevented from quitting the har- 

-bour for two-and-twenty days by the state of the 
bar, became impatient of further delay, and de- 
cided in the affirmative. He was not, howeve:?, 
altogether without apprehension lest the water 
should prove too shallow, and he afterwards ad- 
mitted, that there was only just sufficient depth to 
permit the free passage of the ship. Long before 

' we reached the bar I was struck with the magni- 
ficent appearance of the distant breakers> which, 
succeeding each other rapidly, as they rolled in 
upon the shore, resembled spirited chargers with 
high crests, and white flowing manes coming 
proudly in at the end of the race. The passage 
of the bar was the work of a moment, and look- 

. ing l3ack upon it, it resembled a foaming wlurl- 

•pool. Emerging from the channel, we entered 
on an enormous length of swell, the vessel alter- 

;nately riding over a mountainous wave, and fall- 

n2 
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ing completely into a valley ; a heavy sea, which 
prevailed only in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the bar, for as we receded from it the water 
became perfectly smooth. 

Our progress was but slow, as the Captain did 
not venture to apply a strong horse-power to the 
engine, the vessel being shattered and unfit to 
navigate the Atlantic during the winter months. 
The state of that ship was a remarkable instance 
of the mischief arising from the system so much in 
vogue in Portugal, but so prejudicial to the public 
interest, of granting monopolies to favoured indi- 
viduals. The communication between Lisbon 
and Oporto is so frequent, that the establishment 
of steam-boats would in all probability have been 
attended with perfect success, had free competi- 
tion been allowed ; but the right of carrying pas* 
sengers, in vessels worked by steam, was restricted 
by the Government to a single individual. The 
public suflTered extremely from this narrow policy ; 
travellers, having no choice, were compelled to 
avail themselves of this the only conveyance ; yet 
no improvements, and scarcely even the necessary 
repairs, were made in it, the proprietor being 
actuated by no fear of competition. In conse- 
quence, we spent no less than thirty-three hours 
in performing a voyage, which had been often 
performed in seventeen or twenty. 

The last steam-packet, which ran between 
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Lisbon and Oporto, was lost, but the cause of the 
accident has never been fully understood, as there 
was little wind at the time, and the sea was calin. 
A noble who escaped from the wreck, related a 
curious anecdote of monkish flattery connected 
with the loss of the ship. In the desperation of 
that dreadful moment when she struck upon the 
rock, many passengers, anxious to disengage 
themselves from the sinking vessel, sprang into 
the boats, which became overladen, and went 
down. A few days after this disaster, my friend 
met at court a Friar, who was also in the ship, and 
had like him escaped the fearful fate which 
surprised so many persons on the night of the 
wreck. The King inquired minutely into the 
particulars of an accident which was then the ge- 
neral subject of conversation. The Friar entered 
into all the details, and concluded by declaring 
that, at the moment when the boats went down, 
the dreadful certainty of approaching death was 
lost in an overpowering sense of loyalty; and 
that an unanimous shout of " Long live our excel- 
lent King!" was heard from the drowning crew. 
This little imaginary trait of devotion to the 
Crown, notwithstanding its great improbability, 
time and place considered, was highly palatable 
to the royal hearer; and my friend, a man of 
scrupulous veracity, was hugely discomfited 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



270t pcmTDGAt. [cH. vn^. 

when his delighted Sovereign required him to . 
confirm the tru^ of these loyal Toeiferations. 
. The day was Beautifiil, and Ae deck war 
profasely^ adcnrntd with ftowers and odorifin^oiw^ 
plants. I fell asleep towards sunset^ and did m>t' 
awake till a late hour, when I arose and pa^ed' 
the deck. The scene was striking, but wild and 
dreary; black clouds were rapidly chasing each- 
other over the &oe of heaven, and contrasted' 
strongly with occasional intervals of de^<blise' 
sky, upon which the stars were shining brightly v 
the immeasurable wai^e of waters obscurely seent 
by their dubious light, and undistihguishablei 
fipom the horizon; the silence, broken only by ihe* 
sullen dash of the waves, and the diort, stem' 
call of the men on duty, were all circumstances; 
fraught with poetic interest. We passed the. 
rock of Lisbon on the afternoon of the following 
day, and anchored in the Tagus as the last beam& 
of the setting sun tinrew a fine glow over the* 
shrer. Our passage from Oporto had been slow» 
but totally free from danger or alarm. Our party 
was Singularly uninteresting : the only porsonagre 
worthy of record was a French lady, who, re- 
}oicing lacgriy in 'fowers. and feathersy aflected^ 
a juvenile deportn^nt : though somewhat passie, 
she was, however, still pretty ; and benevolently- 
disposed to be appropriated, either with, or with- 
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out, the nuptial ceremony. At times inordi- 
nately sick> sbe apparently derived unspeakable 
solace from the affectionate attentions of two 
parrots, three Canadian ducks, four gold-fish, a 
cat, a dog, a ixu)nkey> and a couple of hideous 
maids, who alternately laughed and wept over 
Aeir recumbent mistress. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Opening of the Cortet— The Ghamben— Don MiguePa ArriTal 
in the Tagus — Swears to maintain the Charter— Tumults-^ 
Melancholy Party at Bemfica — ^Progress of the Revolution — 
Policy of the Court — ^Emigration of the Imperialists — Interriew 
with Count Villa Flor on board the Frigate — ^Visit to Cotta— 
A Night's Adventure. 

A FEW days after my arrival at Lisbon I engaged 
apartments at a Spaniard's house, which was si- 
tuated on the Caes da Sodre> and commanded 
a splendid view of the Tagus, the various ship- 
ping, and the mountains beyond. The southern 
sun sparkled brightly upon the water for many 
hours in the day, and its setting tints, though 
more subdued, were not less beautiM. In my 
landlord, who was married to an Englishwoman, 
by whom he had a very pretty daughter, I recog- 
nised "The noblest work of God," an honest 
man. As a husband, and a father, and, indeed, 
in all relations, his conduct was unexceptionable : 
he was just to his neighbour, obedient to the exist* 
ing powers, professed no political opinions, and 
received men of all parties with equal courtesy. 

On the 2nd of January, 1828, I attended the 
Royal Sitting for the opening of the general 
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Cortes^ which took place at the Palace of Ajuda, 
The Infanta Begent> scarcely restored to health, 
began her speech in a languid voice> congratulate 
ing the Peers and Deputies on the favourable 
prospects of the kingdom, and exhorting them to 
continue their patriotic exertions; she deplored 
the failure of the bank, but trusted that credit 
would soon revive; she glanced at, what she 
called, the aggressive conduct of the Spanish 
Government, but was glad to state that their as- 
surances had been latterly more pacific, and the 
character of their policy materially improved. In 
conclusion, she spoke of Don Pedro as the un^ 
doubted Sovereign of Portugal, and declared that 
her younger brother Don Miguel woidd speedily 
arrive to administer the Government in his name. 
The suspension of payments in cash by the 
bank had occasioned general surprise, and had 
given rise to much angry discussion, but had not 
excited the great alarm which such an event 
would have produced in England. The bank, in 
the first instance, engaged, at the solicitation of 
Government, to take on its own account half the 
loan voted by the Chambers, but was subse* 
quently induced to contract for a larger propor- 
tion. The Directors were in consequence obliged 
to extend their issues, and eventually became 
unable to give silver in exchange fot their notes ; 
yet they might have answered the demand in 

n3 
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i but ratUer chose to inciur the d&eredit of 
suspending pwyment altogether, than adopt this 
equitaUe and obvious course. 

Thnrty-six^F^ere were present at the opentng" 
of tiieir house, and ibrty-one declared abeent i 
l3tey commenced their labours by a spirited asser- 
tion of Hieir privileges, and refused to recognise 
General Caula aa a Peer, because the Emperor 
had raised him to that dignity without the sanc- 
tion of his council' of state ; an act of prerogative 
disallowed by the Charter. In the House of 
Deputies, the law on the liberty of the press was 
brought fi»rward.in the first days of the Session. 
Senhor Sarmento, a most able speaker, distin- 
guished hiinself in the course of the discussion, 
but some foolish resolutions were passed by the: 
house; among other questions, the proposed divi- 
sion of die territory; and a project for the ameli- 
oration of the judicial system, were debated. 
Soon afterwards a proclamation was issued by 
ihe Infanta, in which she deplored the sacrile^ 
gious robberies that had taken place in diffe- 
rent parts of the kingdom, accompanied with 
insults to the Eucharist, and in conclusion de- 
nounced vengeance on iibe impious offenders* 

The impeachment and trial of the Archbishop 
of Elvas, the Marquis of Fronteira, the Count of 
Taipa, and the Count of Cunha, were perhaps^ 
the only pubhc events tlfitt^ about this time^ ek- 
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fited aay gmenil i]^«e(it. Tbeae Peers weie 
eceused of stimulaluig the people to sevolt, and 
of encouraging certain manifestations oi repub* 
lican feelings which todk place during the dis« 
orders conseqiieont on Saldanha.*s retirement from 
the ministry;, an accusation which appears ta 
have becai wholly unfounded. With reqpeci tot 
the Ardibisbop of Hlvas, the Papal court re- 
tiered its antnpiated pretensions* insisted on hisr 
total exemption from civil jurisdiction, and ano^ 
gated to itself the sole right of pronouncing 
judgment in his case. This daim^. advanced by the 
Xiegate, was refbred to iJie astonished House of 
PeerS). wheare it was warmly advocated by the 
Cardinal Patriarch, the Bishop of Viseu, and the 
Count Rio Pardo, but negatived after a stormy 
debate. 

L was well acquainted with Fronteira and 
laipa, and therefore frequently attended the 
House of Peers durii^ the progress of the tnal^ 
whick was long-protracted, but terminated in 
th^ acquittal The debates in both houses were 
uniformly conducted with dignity ; even during 
the discussion of the most momentous questions, 
members neTor indulged in those lively e^ular 
tions and sudden bursts, of passion, whidx con* 
vulse the French Chamber on. very trivial ocea- 
floons. In. ^ain, during the heat of the revolu* 
fSosx, the most monstrous dorirines were uttered 
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^th a calmness and moderation that formed a 
singular contrast between the matter and the 
manner of the speaker. The Conde da Linhares^ 
the Conde da Taipa, the Conde da Puente, and 
the Conde San Miguel, spoke with considerable 
talent in the House of Peers; and Senhores Sar- 
mento and Guerrero took a prominent part in 
the Lower House, The Houses were opened at 
ten o'clock in the forenoon, for the dispatch of 
business, and usually continued sitting till two 
o'clock, when the Members returned home to dine. 
About this time the secret marriage of the young 
Infanta with the Marquis of Louie took place, 
and the melancholy circumstances attending her 
departure from the kingdom excited much [in- 
terest. 

The presence of the British Officers, the flower 
of our army, gave an unusual degree of spirit to 
society: my time was partly spent with them, 
and partly with my Portuguese friends, into 
whose feelings and opinions I daily gained a 
further insight. The wintry months rolled plea- 
santly away, if wintry they could be called, 
which had nothing of that inclement season but 
the name, for the air was constantly warm, the 
sky serene, and the . sun bright : it rose with its 
accustomed splendour on the memorable twenty* 
second of February; about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, the royal flag was seen flying from all 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CH. VIII.] ARRIVAL OF THE INFANT. 277 

the signal posts; and thundering sahites from the 
various shipping, answered by the cannon at the 
castle, proclaimed the Infant's arrivals The joy 
occasioned by this event was increased by the 
fears latterly entertained for his safety, as the 
coast had been visited, on the 19th of February^ 
by one of the most tremendous gales on record ; 
and his preservation was considered by many of 
his adherents as a signal proof of the interposi* 
tion of Providence in his behalf. That extraor- 
dinary storm gave little warning of its approach^ 
and lasted only a few hours; on that evening 
the heavy clouds cast an unusual gloom, relieved 
only by vivid and repeated flashes of lightning ; 
and ''The troubled Tagus chafing with its shores" 
immediately beneath my window, was indeed a 
noble object. I saw many of the smaller craft, 
riding on its waves, dismasted, and some actually 
go down amid the strife of wind and water ; at 
Setuval alone nineteen vessels were lost, and the 
whole line of the Atlantic coast was strewed with 
wrecks. 

The western coast of Cornwall was ravaged 
by a tempest equally terrific on the 2 1st of Fe- 
bruary, 1833 ; I happened to be at Bude at the 
time; the oldest inhabitant recollected no similar 
visitation ; two ships were wrecked at the entrance 
of the port during that memorable storm. On 
the evening of the 21st I was accosted by a sailor 
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who bid hdongvd to die veaael tncecked in. die 
morning, and had been aavvd finnn a dreiMid 
death by the oombiiied exertiiana of tile people of 
Bude : weak and. eriiaiuited^ he had cramded to a 
firo kincUed in a blacksanith's diop, on the weacyt 
edge of the sea, and was at that oKMnent wateh^ 
ing^ with an inteceat no less intense than mine, 
ti&e progress of another yessel then rapidly ap« 
proaching the harbour ; and waa offering up most 
earnest wishes for the dehveranoe of his brother 
seamen from the same raging waters which had 
so nearly engulphed him a few houra before; 
He told me that, in- the course of a long naval 
hfe, he only remembered one storm of equal 
horror ; the storm to which I have been just al- 
luding, which had ravaged the coast of Portu- 
gal, five years before, almost coi the anniversary 
of that day. He had then been wrecked for the 
first time, and now returned unfeigned thanks to 
that Almighty Being, who had twice stretched 
forth his hand to save, and had borne him un- 
harmed through two such fearful visitations. 
As we were still speaking, the vessel, that was 
rather rushing than sailing into the harbour,, im- 
pelled by a furious wmd, passed die most dan.- 
gerous point in safety ; but while we were exult- 
ing at her apparent escape, she suddenly deviated 
from the right teack and struck upon some hidden 
sock% dose to the shqp wbkk had been stsanded 
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dfeir hcHirB before. It ifterwards a]q>eared tluKfr 
ibe crew, unacquamted wi& the port, had mun 
taken, in die ghx»n of the eTming, the. bladp 
hulk of the stranded ship for the pier, and had 
net diseavered their miaftake till tibe ndachief.waa 
irremediable. The sitnation of those poor atenr 
vas awfiil in the extreme: instead of the finendly 
shelter anticipated bnt a moment before, iheap 
saw, immediately beside them> an appalling proof 
ef the violence of the gale and the insecurity of 
their own situation ; a speetadte that warned them 
of the reerat fate of others, and seemed a dreary 
prelude to their ospn. For scmie hours they con- 
fidently expected death, and when the receding 
tide permiked the people of Bude to approach, 
them, they were OYerwhdnied with joy and asto- 
nishment. The crews of both vessels were saved : 
&e first by great esBertions, and with great dij£-^ 
culty, the second crew by a fortunate accident, 
too detailed in its chiuracter for insertion here ; or, 
I should raliier say, by an interposition of Psor^ 
Tidence in dieir behalf,, fiinr as the tide was nearly 
at its hedght, no human aid could have been ex- 
tended to them at the moment when they struck, 
upon Ihe rock. It wias a- scene of wild and almost; 
terrible excitement. An fire was kindled upon the^ 
heights, while the fkcry of the wind and tlie raging 
of the wtitera drowned tfie voices of the sailors on 
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tke'pier, but could not prevent their passionate 
gesticulations, as they beheld the vessel striking 
upon the rocks, and knew that death was staring 
their shipwrecked brethren in the face. But it is 
high time to leave the coast of Cornwall and re* 
turn to the shores of the Tagus. 

The Infantas proceeded to the royal frigate to 
receive their brother, but when he saw them ap- 
proaching he sprang into a boat, and embraced 
them with tears of affection. As he landed, the 
soldiers cried out "Long live the Infant!" the 
people replied with "vivas" for the absolute King* 
At the Palace of Ajuda he was welcomed by hii» 
Mother. Falling upon one knee he imprinted the 
most fervent kisses on her hand, and said, taking 
from his bosom an image of the Virgin of the rock, 
"Behold this relic, your parting gift. Mother, 
you see before you the same child you lost in 
1824." From that moment the royal attendants 
knew that his political tendencies were unaltered, 
her influence over his mind unimpaired, altid the 
fate of the Charter sealed. In the evening thie 
palace was surrounded by people shouting for the 
absolute King. The officer on duty sent a message 
to the Infanta Regent requiring instructions, and 
offering to disperse the crowd; but her Royal 
Highness referred the messenger to the Infant, 
saying, "Brother Miguel, you hear." **Iiet it 
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pass/' replied the Infant^ and the people, em- 
boldened by his obvious approbation, reiterated 
their shouts. 

That night the city was brilliantly illuminated. 
On the following day Don Miguel repaired to the 
Cathedi*al; again he was greeted with "vivas" 
for the absolute King, more generally and vehe- 
mently expressed; and some soldiers who at- 
tempted .to stifle those cries were severely re- 
proved. I conversed with some Constitutionalists 
in the evening, and even then they were greatly 
dispirited, and predicted the overthrow of the 
Constitution. The Infant's ambiguous reply to 
the Portuguese deputation in London, his actual 
encouragement of the rioters, and the absence of 
any proclamation, were justly considered as no 
slight indications of his real feelings. Don Mi- 
guel's intention of taking the oath to the Con- 
stitution was, however, known on the following 
morning, and revived the drooping hopes of the 
Imperial party. 

I repaired on the 26th of February to the great 
saloon of the Ajuda. The Peers, attired like 
Boman senators, occupied the front benches on 
the right hand ; immediately above sat the Peer- 
esses, among whom the Countess of Villa Flor 
and the Countess of Alva were undoubtedly the 
inosi distinguished by their personal attractions : 
the. Deputies were ranged along the benches on 
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the left hand, and the space aberre i^as leserved: 
for strangeiB^ At one. o'clock Dim Miguel eni- 
tered the saloon, accompanied by his siatexs. The 
Inianta Begent seated lienelf iooi the throne ; the 
Prince at first stood hj hex side widec the royaL 
canopy; but taking him familiarly by the ann 
she forced him to occupy patt of her seat, during 
the delivery of tiie speech. She expressed her 
sincere desire for the ivelfare of the Charter, andi 
assured her hearers of the upright intentbns 
which had uniformly actuated, her conduct in the 
administration of the Goverxunent; and of the* 
pleasure with which she now resigned it into her 
brother s hands. She was ftequendy int^rupted; 
by shouts proceeding firom the court behm, and> 
her voice was at one time so completdy lost im 
the clamour, Ihat she was obliged to pause ; upon, 
which occacoon Don Migiiers fladiing eyes:gave 
indicaticms of that hnpati^it temper wind has: 
characterized him firom his earliest years; Having' 
concluded her speech she arose, and retiring from. 
Ae throne, which she appeared to resign with the 
utmost cheer&lness and good humour, she placed; 
herself by her siater; an. interesting young person,, 
seated on the right hand bench, immediately; 
above the PeeBssses. 

The written oath of adherraiee to the Charier 
was then presented to the Infant, who regarded: 
it with apparent confusion^ and seemed imaUer 
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or unwilling' to read it: at the same tiine the> 
Duke de Caidoval drew near with araissal to ad- 
minister the oath; biit his Excellency's wide- 
spreading mantle so effectually concealed flie: 
Infant from the general observation^ that it was. 
impossible to see him kiss the Sacred Book, or 
hear him pronounce the solemn words. I was. 
not far from the Boyal party, but cannot give, 
any decided opinion upon that much debated; 
point, whether Don Miguel really went through, 
or evaded the forms' prescribed. Many of fak 
adherents dedared then* and still assert^ that he.' 
nether repeated the words nor kissed the book;: 
ami the In&nt himself is said to have assured Ybb^ 
&vourit& nurse, on the same day, that in< subvert- 
ing the Charter he should incur no moral guilty 
as he had not bound hinurclf by any oath to^ 
maintain, it. 

V The ceremony being now completed, he walked! 
towards the great folding- doors at the extremily: 
of the hall, between the Peers and Deputies 
ranged on both sides ; but suddenly paused nud^ 
way, and recollecting that he had left his sister^ 
&e Infanta Begent, he returned, and led her 
down the saloon. Ihuring the whote proceeding 
Don Miguel's countenance was overcast, and he 
httd the constrained manner of a most unwilling* 
ssctoT in an embarrassing^ part. I read the ap* 
pat>aching &te of the Constitution in the suUen^ 
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expression of his countenance ; in the imperfect 
manner in which the oath was administered^ and 
in the strange and general appearance of hurry 
and concealment. This opinion was so much 
increased by his hasty departure from the saloon, 
without uttering a single word confirmatory of 
his new obligation, that, under the strong impres- 
sion of the moment, I observed to an officer stand- 
ing near me, " This is surely ominous ;" he replied, 
"Poor boy, he is only shy." I began to doubt the 
justice of my suspicions, but in the evening they 
returned with all their original force. Yet, in 
spite of symptoms so discouraging to their cause, 
the Imperialists began again to indulge in san- 
guine anticipations, and the city was brilliantly 
illuminated that night; but the appointment of 
a Corcunda, or ultra Royalist ministry on the fol- 
lowing morning, destroyed their hopes, and placed 
the real intentions of the Infant in the clearest 
light. 

A crisis was foreseen, and consequently the 
panic on the Exchange was immense ; commercial 
transactions were suspended, and in the public 
mind there was a general misgiving, an> undefined 
alarm, a certainty of coming change, a fearfol 
looking forward to the issue of events. No cir- 
cumstances worthy of record occurred during the 
next few days, but groups continued to assemble 
and shout for the absolute King ; and these pro* 
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<;eedings were openly encouraged by persons 
within the palace^ who appeared at the windows, 
joined in their ^^ vivas," and waved white hand- 
kerchiefs in token of their cordial approbation. 
But the evening of the 1st of March was marked 
by serious tumults ; and the strange selection of 
time and place, for the perpetration of those out- 
rages, was perhaps the most extraordinary feature 
of all those extraordinary transactions. That 
evening was fixed on for the presentation of 
certain eminent persons, and many others availed 
themselves of that opportunity to repair to the 
palace, and offer the earliest tribute of their 
homage to the Infant; but their astonishment 
was extreme when they found the inner courts 
of the palace, and the flight of steps leading 
into the hall of the Archer's Guard, completely 
occupied by a lawless mob. To such an extent 
was the popular feeling at that time in favour 
of Don Miguel, that every individual who en- 
tertained Constitutional opinions, however mo- 
derate, wad assailed. The Cardinal Patriarch 
was compelled to make the sign of the Cross, to 
call down heavenly blessings on the excited 
people, and to join in the cry of "Down with the 
Charter." Fortunately, Count Villa Flor was 
absent, for the mob expected him with impatience, 
and had sworn to take his life ; but General Caula 
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was severely wounded. And the Count da Cunha 
was only rescued from assassnation by some 
officers, who drew their swords to protect him in 
the palace itself. 

The tumult was so great that the address from 
the academy, which the Secretary was at that time 
reading to the Infant, could he scarcely heard 
by any of the surrounding courtiers. Yet the 
Infant was unmoved, and would not, or perhaps 
could not, restrain these outrages perpetrated on 
his guests, and committed in his own palace. The 
indignant troops, compelled to endure passively 
the insults heaped upon their officers, manifested 
their unabated attachment to the Imperial cause 
. by playing Don Pedro's hymn, during the greater 
part of the ensuing night, under the windows of 
the Ajuda. At this critical period Sir William 
A' Court, now Lord Heytesbury, one of the best 
diplomatists this couiitry ever produced, left Por- 
tugal, being appointed to the Court of St. Peters- 
burg. 

On the 7th of March, Count Taipa made an 
eloquent speech, and moved that Ministers be 
summoned to explain the causes of the recent 
ttunults. I met him that evening at the Opera, 
in Count Villa Flor*^ box, and he then clearly 
foresaw the approaching downfal of the Consti- 
tution. Count ViUa Flor was depressed, and the 
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*€Oiiviction that all his military efforts during the 
preceding year had been of no avail, weighed 
heavily upon his mind. 

Three days afterwards I dined with the Marr 
-quis of Fronteira, at his noble mansion near 
Bemfica; the dining-room is truly magnificent, 
the carving rich, the height imposing ; it is built 
in the old style, and graced with a fine heroic bas^ 
Telief of the first chivalrous Marquis of Fronteira. 
Our party consisted of tke British Commander of 
the Forces Sir William Clinton, and his Military 
Secretary Colonel Hare, the Count and Countess 
-of Villa Flor, the Count of Alva, and his young 
daughter-in-law, the beautifiil and unaffected 
Countess of Alva, the Count of Taipa, the Count 
of Puente, Don Carlos, and our noble host and 
hostess. I aUude particularly to this party, because 
it was chiefly composed of men who played a pro- 
minent part during that eventful crisis; because 
it was the last act of hospitality I received from 
my Portuguese friends at Lisbon, and, still more, 
because it was the last time they met in their 
native land around the festive board, for, before 
three days had elapsed, they were exiles, and at 
sea. This was a trial hour indeed; their long 
descended rank was henceforth to be denied, their 
privileges annulled, their possessions confiscated ; 
•even those ancient halls in which we were then 
sitting for the last lime ; those halls inherited 
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from a long line of ancestors, were passing away 
from the rule of their lineal lord. 

During dinner no allusion was made to public 
events, but afterwards the party divided into 
separate groups ; the conversation was now car- 
ried on by the men in a low, but calm voice, and 
the darkening prospects of the country, which 
engrossed their thoughts, became the only sub- 
ject of discussion. They knew the extent of the 
crisis, they felt the magnitude of the danger ; they 
had maintained Don Pedro's cause with unshaken 
fidelity, and were in consequence exposed to the 
resentment of the actual Government ; that Go- 
vernment was advancing by rapid strides to the 
establishment of absolute power, and had already 
dismissed from the army many officers of mode- 
rate opinions, and had supplied their places by 
persons devoted to the court They knew that 
the vengeance of Don Miguel would be directed 
against themselves, when the changes then in 
progress should be completely eflFected, and the 
court be enabled to strike the blow securely. They 
were still unmolested, it is true, but theirs was a 
hollow peace, a treacherous quiet; they slept 
upon gunpowder, and were well aware that the 
match would be applied at the fitting moment 

Wishing to divert the minds of her guests from 
the heavy sense of impending calamity, the Mar- 
chioness of Fronteira placed herself at the piano. 
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and played a lively air; but though her taste 
and execution were equally admired^ it seemed 
as if the very music was infected by the melan- 
choly of the time ; and like — 

"The practised MinstrePs fabled strain, 
That, disobedient at the call, 
Waird loud through BothwelPs banncr'd hall. 
Ere Douglases, to ruin driven, 
Were ezikd from their native heaven," 

even so her notes, as if prophetic of approaching 
woe, fell heavily upon a silent room and a lifeless 
audience. 

On the following morning fresh changes were 
announced. The Count of Villa Flor was dis- 
missed from the military Government of Alentejo, 
the Count of Alva from the Algarves, the Mar- 
quis of Valenqa from the Traz os Montes^ the 
Count of Lumiares from the Minho, and Sir 
Thomas Stubbs from Oporto ; and their appoint- 
ments were given to the adherents of the ultra- 
Miguelist party. The Marquis of Chaves and 
the chiefs lately in arms against the Government 
were recalled. I do not blame th^ir recall, but 
the proceedings against the Imperialists were, 
to the last degree, impolitic ; for every measure 
tended to produce a struggle, and every circum- 
stance showed that a day of active conflict was at 
hand. 

On the 12th of March the panic was at its 
height among the Imperialists, and the Miguel- 

VOL. I. o 
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ists were scarcely less alarmed. Bio Pardo^ a 
decided Absolutist^ and then Minister of the War 
Department^ terrified at the rapidity with which 
the wheel of revolution was revolving, exclaimed, 
" We have done in a week what could not have 
been effected, with safety, in a year." He was an 
able man, and knew the danger of the crisis. 
Spirited and even fierce discussions had taken 
place in the Chambers ; and the militia and the 
regular troops were united, almost to a man, in 
their opposition to the Government. Whenever 
the Infant appeared in public, they struck up the 
national hymn; the Court, in consequence, forbade 
it to be played ; the order was complied with, but 
flashes of resentment broke forth among the 
troops, and they did not scruple to declare that 
the oppressive measures then in progress should 
recoil on the oppressors. 

I saw a detachment of the Cagadores drawn 
up in line at the Opera-house. Their Colonel had 
been just superseded; the usual expression of 
good-humour no longer irradiated their features ; 
but they stood with lowering countenances, pre- 
serving a gloomy silence. Probably the members 
of the administration had no alternative in the 
course which they pursued : as a dismasted ship 
is driven upon the breakers by an uncontrollable 
tempest, so the Government, deprived of its 
better judgment, was compelled to adopt these 
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perilous expedients, by the secret but powerful 
influence of a fanatical priest, and the frantic 
energy of the Queen-mother. 

That extraordinary person possessed abilities 
and a firmness of purpose, that, under better re- 
gulation, might have led to all that was good and 
great. She had been foolishly insulted by the 
Cortes of 1820, and the sense of injury was not 
appeased, in her vindictive mind, by the over- 
throw of the offending parliament, but every mo- 
dification of the representative system became 
afterwards hateful in her sight. She organized 
conspiracies against the Charter in every part of 
the kingdom, and communicated with the con- 
spirators; she originated, matured, and carried 
every desperisite measure into execution; her 
word was law, her smile promotion ; she some- 
times persuaded, sometimes intimidated her in- 
capable son ; she snatched the rudder from his 
feeble grasp, and, with a furious but not unsteady 
hand, steered onward to the destined point, re- 
jecting the safer, but more circuitous path, and 
unappalled by the tempest gathering round her. 

Don Miguel in the mean time remained, like 
an eastern monarch, shut up within the walls of 
his palace, and refused to partake of any food 
that was not prepared by his faithful and fa- 
vourite nurse. Nor were his apprehensions 
groundless: by a more conciKating policy he 

o2 
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might have eventually secured the highest objeei 
of his ambition^ and have probably governed with 
undisputed authority j but the impolitic violence, 
of his conduct produced a corresponding spirit 
of resistance ; and unforeseen events alone pre- 
vented^ at that period, the re-action which might 
have been expected in the actual temper of the 
troops. 

It was said, and I believe truly, that an exten- 
sive conspiracy was organized under the direction 
of a secret committee, but was rendered abortive 
by peculiar circumstances. Don Miguel stood at 
that time on the brink of a precipice. Never, in 
any preceding period of Portuguese history, had 
a Prince of the House of Braganza been involved 
in greater and more imminent peril ; but in spite 
of his actual danger he succeeded for the mo- 
ment; a short-lived success, not produced by 
plans wisely conceived and greatly executed, nor 
yet the offspring of that steady foresight, which 
calculates on the stunning effects produced by 
vigorous measures following each other in rapid 
succession ; nor of that considerate courage which 
carries unshrinkingly into execution the daring 
acts dispassionately resolved on as at once the 
boldest and the wisest policy. The fleeting 
triumph of the court was the result of unreflect- 
ing passion, aided by a fortunate combination of 
causes over which it had no control, and its 
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ultimate foiliire was the almost certain result of 
a policy which outraged the feelings^ not of the 
people generally^ but of those who had arms in 
their hands ; and who^ baffled^ it is true^ in the 
first hour of surprise and alarm, had yet even- 
tually, as circumstances have since proved, the 
great question in their decision *. 

When Don Miguel arrived in Portugal, he 
found his authority rather nominally than practi- 
cally controlled by the establishment of the Char- 
ter, divested as it was of any very popular ten- 
dencies, and essentially aristocratic in its ele- 
ments. An enlightened or even a selfish view of 
his real interests should have made him cling to 
that Charter ; upon that Charter he should have 
lavished every outward mark of respect, for under 
the actual combination of parties, and in the actual 
temper of the people, it could have formed no 
real barrier against any determined exertion of 
the royal prerogative; yet would have enabled 
him to effect, without incurring personal odium, 
those reforms which had become absolutely es- 
sential to the prosperity of the state, and to the 
istability of his Government. 

It is true that at the period in question the 

* About this time, and subsequently, I blamed the policy pur- 
sued, on certain points, by our Ambassador, Sir Frederick Lambv 
I must frankly admit that, in that respect, I was completely in 
error, for I then possessed only a partial knowledge of events. 
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national feeling very generally inclined to the 
ancient rule ; for although the Portuguese Govern- 
ment had been for ages despotic in form^ it had 
yet in practice been mild and paternal. But 
although the manifest sympathies of the people 
with the old order of things induced many persons 
to believe that the restoration of the absolute 
system on a stable basis was by no means im- 
practicable, still, beneath these favourable ap- 
pearances, there were symptoms in the body 
politic which led the calm and unprejudiced ob- 
server to infer that the best chance of preserving 
the old institutions of the country was to be found 
in an honest recognition of the Charter of 1827. 
To every man who looked beyond the surface, it 
was evident that, unless considerable changes were 
introduced into the financial and other depart- 
ments, the wasteful expenditure of the public 
money could not be checked, the disorder of the 
finances, then yiearly increasing, would continue 
to augment, and, in the critical state of parties^ 
almost inevitably terminate in popular revolution. 
Internal revolutions are, at present, with few ex- 
ceptions, ultimately referrible to one and the same 
cause. The circumstances which immediately 
produce the change vary indeed in different states, 
according to the different character, habits, and 
condition of the people, but almost every revolu- 
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tion in our own times is ultimately referrible to 
embarrassments connected with the revenue. In 
states that have undergone the fiery ordeal of 
revolution, it will be generally found that diffi- 
culties of finance were not only an accompanying 
symptom, but often a very efficient cause of the 
national malady, and have not unfrequently pre- 
ceded for a long time the crisis of the disease. 

A Portuguese monarch, relying for support ex- 
clusively on the Absolute party, could hardly have 
ventured to introduce reforms prejudicial to the 
interests of many of his partisans, however essen- 
tial to the safety of the state ; he might, perhaps, 
have corrected the abuses which disfigured the 
judicial system, but he could hardly have abo- 
Ushed the gross monopolies which then pervaded 
the kingdom, checked the development of the 
national industry, and prevented the improve- 
ment of the revenue : but by means of the Cham- 
bers he might have easily carried into effect the 
necessary improvements; the partial unpopula- 
rity resulting jfrom those changes would have 
been borne by the legislature, while the advan- 
tage would have been reaped not only by the 
people but also by the Sovereign. Don Miguel 
might, at that period, have affixed his own limits 
to every measure of change, — a power seldom 
enjoyed by the Head of the state in periods of 
active transition. The Charter of 1828 and the 
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Charter of 1834^ though essentially the same^ were 
calculated to produce very different results. The 
Charter overthrown by Don Miguel could not, I 
think, have been detrimental to the established 
interests of the country, at a time when an im- 
mense majority of the nation were attached to his 
person and the strength of his adherents was un- 
broken ; but it was fraught with ruin to many of 
those interests, when imposed on a defeated people 
by a party that had outstripped the moderation 
of their early leaders, that was flushed with suc- 
cess, and triumphant over every obstacle opposed 
to the gratification of their wishes. But in 1828 
the Charter was an engine which would have 
obeyed the slightest impulse of the master-mind; 
a great majority of the House of Peers were de- 
voted to him ; the representative assembly would 
have been moulded to his will, and thus, I believe, 
under the protecting sanction of the popular 
forms, he would have acquired a more real autho- 
rity, and a more effective command over the re- 
sources of his country, than had ever fallen to the 
lot of any Prince of the House of Braganza under 
the old despotic rule. Had the Charter been re- 
spected, that species of authority which, however 
grateful to the caprices, is unimportant to the 
solid power of the monarch, coidd indeed have 
been no longer exercised ; the nobles could not 
have been kept in a state of tutelage, their pro- 
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perties and family honours would not have re- 
mained dependent on the will of the Court, nor 
would individuals in any rank of life have been 
liable to arrest at the mere fiat of a minister ; but 
that power of calling forth and wielding the na- 
tional resources which constitutes the real strength 
of a government, and should alone be coveted in 
the present day by an enlightened sovereign, 
would, I think, have been considerably augmented. 
But if this view of the case had proved in the 
result erroneous, and he had eventually disco- 
vered that the new Constitution was practically 
incompatible with a fair exercise of the royal pre- 
rogative, Don Miguel might, even then, I am con- 
vinced, by personal conciliation, and by a gradual 
succession of cautious measures, have ultimately 
removed every obnoxious privilege, without incur- 
ring any real hazard ; for among the Portuguese, 
with whom the love of liberty is of recent date, 
and altogether subordinate to their hereditary 
sense of loyalty, the Constitution was not suffi- 
ciently rooted in the hearts of the people, or of 
any influential order in the state, to have inter- 
fered with the attachment which would have soon 
grown up for a young and popular Prince. 

A praedial insurrection is usually produced by 
some general and pervading cause of discontent, 
but men in a higher rank of life are influenced 
at all times, and especially during periods of in- 

o3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



298 PORTUGAL. [CH. VlII. 

temal commotion^ by motives of a mixed nature. 
Unquestionably, some of Don Miguel's oppo- 
nents were stauneh adherents of the Charter;* 
but many, who became determined enemies, would 
have quietly acquiesced in his authority, if the im- 
poUtic measures of his Government had not ren- 
dered submission more perilous than resistance. 
By declaring open war against the Constitution, 
and, still more, by the unmeasured denunciations 
of the Court against the Constitutionalists, he 
drove into complete insurrection not only those 
who were sincerely attached to the Charter, but 
all who had, from various reasons, enlisted under 
its banners during the preceding year, when 
Constitutional principles were still in the ascen- 
dant. Many of these woidd have adopted, with 
little reluctance, a system more congenial to his 
views, if their retreat had been rendered easy, if a 
prudent veil had been thrown over the past, and 
the new reign had been ushered in by the pros- 
pect of a lenient and impartial rule. " Tros Tyri- 
usoe mihi nulla discrimine agetur" was a maxim 
which should have been graven in letters of gold 
upon the royal tablet, and should have uniformly 
influenced Don MigueVs political conduct; but, 
by dividing the nation -into two fierce and hostile 
factions, he evoked against his Government every 
varied principle of action which could sway the 
minds of his opponents. He should have allowed 
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the distinctions of party to have blended insen- 
sibly^ and have become lost in a general emula- 
tion to meet his wishes, and a general sense of 
loyalty to his person ; and this, in the then temper 
of the nation, would have been not only a con- 
summation to be devoutly wished for, but most 
easy of attainment. But when he drew, still 
broader, the actual line of demarcation between 
the rival factions, and compelled every man to pro- 
claim his faith, and to take up his position, either 
as an opponent, or as a Mend of Don Pedro and 
the new Constitution; shame, and a sense of 
consistency, and the strong obligation of party 
ties, combined to retain under the standard of the 
Charter an immense proportion of those who had 
once espoused its cause : while others became 
involved in a mortal struggle with the Govern- 
ment ; not without regret on their part, not from 
attachment to any abstract theories, not for the 
sake of the extinguished Constitution, but simply 
because they found themselves proscribed. In 
corroboration of this statement, witness the per- 
sonal terrors experienced by the Constitutionalists 
in the last days of the Constitution, witness the 
general expatriation before the standard of revolt 
was raised. 

That statesman would materially underrate 
the real measure of the attachment felt by the 
Portuguese for the old institutions of their country. 
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if he judged entirely from the apparent strength 
of the respective factions, sis arrayed against 
each other during the recent struggle, or even 
from the final issue of the civil war. The most 
popular cause that ever was maintained by man 
would have been endangered, if not ruined, by 
the policy of Don Miguel's Government. It would 
therefore be incorrect to imagine that the great 
body of the people were friendly to the unjust 
and oppressive measures adopted by Don Pedro, 
after his return to Lisbon, against the Peers, 
the convents, and the church generally ; no such 
inference can be fairly drawn from the facility with 
which acts subversive of their interests were car- 
ried into execution. 

The Miguelists were naturally opposed to these 
innovations, but they were vanquished, and had 
no voice: the moderate and influential men of 
the Imperial party beheld these violent changes 
with dissatisfaction ; but, absolutely committed by 
the part they had taken in the recent struggle, 
they trembled for the safety of the new Govern- 
ment, and were consequently unwilling to en- 
danger its stability and perhaps restore Don 
Miguel's power, by any vehement opposition to 
measures which they justly considered tyrannical 
and oppressive. Don Miguel's failure in Por- 
tugal is not a proof that the great body of the 
people are favourable to the changes so hastily 
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adopted by the Governments which succeeded 
him ; it is only a practical proof that institutions 
supported by the greatest portion of the proi)erty 
of the country, and firmly rooted in the popular 
affections, may yet be lost by an improvident 
policy on the part of their supporters, and by 
the gross mismanagement of their available re- 
sources. 

There was a disposition in the leaders of the 
popular party in 1828 to reform manifest abuses, 
but at the same time to preserve all that was 
venerable in the old institutions. This spirit per- 
vaded their legislation, and appeared in their 
careful abstinence from any foolish intermeddling 
with the property enjoyed by the church and the 
aristocracy, and in their almost ostentatious re- 
spect for the convents ; even in the projected sub- 
division of the territory, although fresh arrange- 
ments were resolved on, as essential to the better 
administration of the local government of the 
country, the old names of the provinces were re- 
ligiously preserved. Their policy was to retain 
old laws and usages whenever they could be re- 
tained without injury to the state, and in all in- 
stances to surround their new institutions with 
the old forms of the monarchy. This judicious 
deference to the popular prejudices was not imi- 
tated by their constitutional successors of 1834. 
They, on the contrary, adopting a different prin- 
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eiple, laboriously endeavoured, upon all occasions, 
to obliterate that which was ancient and substi- 
tute that which was new, — a policy in which they 
were supported by Don Pedro, who sacrificed the 
real interests of his country to the passionate 
indulgence of his personal resentments. In the 
altered spirit of their legislation may be found 
the cause of half the evils that afflict Portugal ; 
to this cause may, in a great degree, be attributed 
the desecration of the convents, the consequent 
alienation of the peasantry, their unsettled state, 
and the lamentable change that has recently taken 
place in (heir habits and modes of life. The loss 
of the British privileges in Portugal, and the de- 
cline of British influence, may be traced, not very 
remotely, to the operation of a kindred feeling. 
But why, it may naturally be asked, were the 
liberal party of 1828 exempt from the influence 
of that hostility to every established system which 
almost invariably actuates the foreign Constitu- 
tionalist ? Because the prevailing spirits of that 
party were, in 1828, the leaders of society, were 
men of rank and stake in the country, swayed 
by many of the prejudices that attached to the 
old regime, and rather friendly to representative 
government from the force of circumstances than 
from any natural bias in favour of constitutional 
doctrines. I felt at the time that a state of 
parties and a conjuncture of circumstances so 
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favourable to the old institutions of the country 
were not likely to recur, if no real settlement were 
then effected ; for I coidd not believe that, with 
ah expenditure unchecked in the various depart- 
ments, and which the state had become wholly 
unable to support, an absolute government could 
be maintained for any great length of time in the 
face of a powerfiil minority in the towns. I there- 
fore earnestly desired a compromise of parties 
and of interests, in which all that was really va- 
luable in the new system of opinions might be 
brought in aid of the tried and long-established 
institutions of the kingdom. But parties were at 
that time too exasperated for mutual concession, 
and a compromise was rejected, which might have 
been fraught with benefit to the country, and 
have long protracted the existence of institutions, 
many of which unhappily, I think, for the interests 
of Portugal, have now ceased to exist. 

I called on Sir William Clinton on the morning 
of the 12th of March, and found him suffering 
from the effects of a violent kick from a mule. 
Among the absurd rumours of the day, it was 
reported that the Queen-mother had purchased 
the recalcitrant brute, as a signal proof of the 
hate she bore the English. I afterwards called 
on Count Villa Flor ; he was absent, but I found 
the Countess conversing with her mother, the 
MaBchesa di Loul^, in the beautiful saloon over- 
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hanging the sunny Tagus. The Marchesa was 
a soft and interesting person; she held her 
daughters hand affectionately clasped in hers; 
she dwelt with feeling upon the anguish of their 
approaching separation, and bewailed, in simple 
but affecting language, the heavy times, that ren- 
deted so precarious any future meeting on this 
side of the grave. 

During the night of the 12th of March the 
troops remained under arms ; some decisive blow 
was in consequence expected, and on the follow- 
ing morning the Chambers were closed by a 
decree of the Infant. As usual, the general ap- 
prehension exceeded the real danger; a belief 
was prevalent that stronger measures were in 
the contemplation of Govemment,""that the lead- 
ing Imperialists would be arrested during the 
course of the ensuing night, and that an exten- 
sive list of prescriptions, prepared by the Queen- 
mother and her confessor Macedo, were actually 
delivered into the hands of the officers appointed 
to carry them into execution. 

The terrified Imperialists no longer ventured 
to remain within their houses, but concealed 
themselves during the day in various parts of 
the city, and, favoured by darkness, escaped to 
the vessels of neutral powers lying in the Tagus. 
On the following day I hired a boat, and rowed 
to the frigate of the British Admiral, to take a 
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last farewell of Count Villa Flor and the Marquis 
of Fronteira, who had sought refuge on board the 
Spartiate. Times had changed, and the splendid 
Governor of Oporto*, so lately hospitable to the 
stranger, courted by the great, and worshipped 
by the poor, could no longer rest his head se- 
curdy in the lowest hamlet of his native land. 
He was evidently dejected, but endured with 
firmness this rapid reverse of fortune, and pressed 
my hand warmly, as he alluded to the brighter 
days of our first acquaintance. " However, I have 
not abandoned the cause ; honour is preserved,'' 
he said. His young and beautiful Countess was 
much afiected by this sudden wrench from so 
many cherished tics; but the same exalted spirit 
that supported her during the dreadful night 
of her Father's murder, and afterwards in the 
prisons of Peniche, sustained her in this heavy 
hour of hopeless separation from the kinsmen 
and the country of her youth. Determined to 
follow her husband's fortunes through every sad 
vicissitude, this exemplary woman renounced, 
without a murmur or a tear, the home that was 
soon to become the prey of the spoiler, and the 
friends she might never see again. The Marchesa 
of Fronteira wept bitterly, but did not speak ; 
Fronteira was depressed, but said that he did not 
regret the part he had taken in public affairs : we 

* Count VilU Flor. 
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walked to the cabin window; he gazed earnestly 
on the well-known towers of Lisbon^ and his eyes 
filled with tears as he saw^ for the last time, the 
sun go down upon his native shores. Before that 
son had risen again^ they were far away on the 
wide Atlantic. 

In the evening I saw the police drawn up in 
rank, each man standing by his horse, obviously 
prepared to act at a moment* s notice, and the 
regular troops were again under arms, and re- 
mained in that state during the whole night. 
The Imperialists beheld, with renewed alarm, 
preparations which were in fact only precau- 
tionary, for the court dreaded a military reaction, 
as much as the liberal party feared some sudden 
act of ministerial aggression. The rumours were 
exaggerated and endless, the ferment great, the 
alarm universal, and it is difficult to say, by 
which party it was entertained in the highest 
degree. During the following days the emigra- 
tion was 'incessant, and the agonizing scenes 
which passed in the interior of Portuguese fami- 
lies would have touched the hardest heart; for 
persons of either sex, and of every rank and age, 
were involved in the general expatriation, and 
the British ships overflowed with the unfortunate 
fugitives who crowded around them, imploring 
that protection which was never yet denied by 
British seamen to the desolate and oppressed. 
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In this crisis Lord Amelius Beauclerk extended 
his line-of-battle ships from the harbour up to 
Lisbon. This movement^ though judicious^ 
alarmed the timid^ while the protracted occupa- 
tion of the forts by British troops against the 
known wishes of the Court exasperated the Mi- 
guelists^ and the popular feeling, which afterwards 
flowed so strongly against the English, began 
even now to take a direction hostile to our Go- 
vernment. In the mean time Don Miguel made 
arrangements to leave Lisbon and repair to his 
palace at Villa Viciosa, ostensibly to enjoy the 
pleasures of the chase. There, joined by his 
mother, supported by the peasantry, and strength- 
ened by the Marquis of Chaves and his troops, 
he hoped to find himself speedily at the head of 
an overwhelming force, in a condition to march 
upon Lisbon, and dictate terms of submission to 
the Imperialists ; a scheme discovered, I believe, 
and disconcerted by Sir Frederick Lamb. 

On the 15th of March an official proclamation 
appeared, alluding in terms of high commenda- 
tion to the conduct of the troops during the 
crisis of 1824, expressing a confident hope that 
they would show the same zeat and loyalty when a 
similar occasion should require similar exertions, 
and threatening any refractory corps with severe 
punishment. As the violent overthrow of the 
first Constitution (and it must be admitted that 
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most deservedly it feU) was the act of heroism 
for which the troops now received the Infant's 
thanks, it was impossible to misunderstand the 
nature of the services hinted at in this address 
and expected from the soldiery : this was followed 
by an order to the Intendant-general of the police, 
requiring him to supply the Minister of the Inte- 
rior with a list of the magistrates, throughout the 
kingdom, who had prevented the people from 
manifesting their affection for Don Miguel, that 
such disaffected persons might feel the terrible 
effects of his justice. It is difficult to describe 
the alarm and indignation perpetuated by these 
successive announcements in the minds of the 
Imperialists, who enjoyed no repose, no freedom 
from anxiety, not even a momentary respite from 
great and continued excitement 
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[As I have dwelt at some length in the previous part of my work 
upon the Catalan revolt of 1822, I reinsert the account of a 
wild adventure which befel me when travelling with a relative 
during that troubled period^ as it may acquaint my readers with 
the peculiar feelings which agitated the province at that time^ 
and illustrates the devoted loyalty of the insurgent Guerillas. 
My readers probably lecollect that the contest was carried on 
in 1822 between the Constitutionalists^ or the armies of the 
Cortes, on the one hand, and the Royalists on the other, who 
were endeavouring to release King Ferdinand from the thraldom 
in which he was held.] — See page 156. 



As we crossed the Ebro in a ferry-boat, we heard from 
a goatherd, for the first time, of the insurrection in 
Catalonia, that afterwards became so famous, and for 
seventeen months continued to desolate the country. 
Our accounts during the next day were very imperfect, 
but before we reached Barcelona we had entered the 
revolted districts. Vendrell, where we paused for a few 
hours, had been occupied, and again evacuated by the 
Royalists, three days previous to our arrival. Tarra- 
gona was menaced by armed parties, and the authorities 
had in consequence left the town. We were required to 
produce our passports at every village through which 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



312 NOTES. 

we passed, and on my arrival at Barcelona I was placed 
under arrest, on account of some informality in the sig> 
natures, occasioned by the absence of the Governor of 
Tarragona. I was detained in the H6tel de Ville till 
the arrival of the political chief, who, if I remember 
rightly, was Rotten, whose name became so generally 
known at a later period of the revolution. He listened 
attentively to my explanation, perceived how the mis- 
take had originated, and, in spite of the remonstrances 
of his secretary, suffered me to depart without delay. 
At Barcelona, where we were compelled to remain some 
days, as the roads were on all sides occupied by the 
Royalists, we received more correct information respect- 
ing the state of the country. For the last two months, 
large bodies of the insurgents had shown themselves, 
and harassed the soldiers ; but during the fortnight that 
preceded our arrival the entire peasantry had taken up 
arms against the Gk)vemment in many parts of the 
country, and the insurrection had assumed an alarming 
character. The Royalists, commanded by Misas and the 
famous Trappist, had established their head-quarters at 
Cervera, a large town on the high road between Barcelona 
and Madrid, and intercepted all official communications. 
While we delayed at Barcelona until some change in the 
state of afBetirs should again permit us to renew our 
journey, despatches arrived from the Commander of the 
Constitutional forces, announcing the defeat of the Roy- 
alists and the fall of Cervera ; but adding, that victory 
had been accompanied by a dreadful carnage (horrososa 
clade). In this encounter, the Royalists sustained oae 
of the severest reverses which they experienced during 
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the whole course of the civil war : they fought for four- 
teen hours with undaunted courage, but were completely 
routed at the close of the day.* As the road was again 

* We arrived at Gervera a few days after its recapture. I found 
the same difBlculty in procuring information which I everywhere 
experienced on the scenes where such events had recently taken 
place. Indeed, I was tempted to believe that much exaggeration 
had prevailed in the statement of the killed and wounded, till I 
saw the official returns, and afterwards heard a detailed account 
of the assault from an officer connected with the regiments en- 
gaged. The following relation of the fall of Gervera, extracted 
from the Annuaire Frangaise, a work generally free from political 
bias, may not be uninteresting to my readers, as it was one of the 
most important events of the dvil war ; it dispersed a large un- 
disciplined force, and inundated eastern Gatalonia with the broken 
and retreating bands of the Royalists, who spread the flame of 
insurrection over the remotest parts of the country : — 

^' A la nouvelle des succes de Misas, qui avait pris Gampredou 
(17 Avril), et levait des hommes et des contributions dans tout 
le pays, le 66n^ral Lloberas, commandant a Barcelone, s'^tait 
mis il la t^te de quelques troupes regulieres et de milices, pour 
arr^ter ses progres, et il en joignit quelques bandes qui furent 
battues et disperses. £n m^me terns, le G^n^ral Don Joseph 
Bellido, commandant k L^rida, avait et6 d6tach6 contre le Trapiste : 
cette colonne sortie de Lerida le 17 Mai, se composait de trois 
bataillons d'infanterie, regiment de Ferdinand VII. des Asturies 
et de Tarragone, et de cinquante chevaux du regiment d'Espagne. 
Des le lendemain (18) elle trouvaun corps d*ia8urg6s retranch^s 
Rur une hauteur qui domine Tarrega; elle les culbuta dans la 
ville, oO Bellido entra avec eux, et les poursuivit jusqu'^ Gervera, 
od 6tait le quartier-g^n^ral des insurg^s, et une espece de junte 
Apostolique. Tous les habitans avaient pris parti pour la cause 
de la Foi ; ils se mirent en £tat de defense : repousses dans la ville, 
ils se retrancberent dans les maisons cr^nel^es, d'od ils faisaient 
un feu meurtrier ; le G£n6ral Bellido ne vit pas d*autre moyen 
de les r^duire, que de faire mettre le feu aux quatre coins de la 
ville; et au milieu du d^sordre occasionn6 par cette m6sure il 
ordonna une attaque g^n^rale H la baionette ; elle fut quelque 
terns incertaine, car les insurg^s renferm6s dans les maisons, 
malgr^ le progres de Tincendie, faisoient pleuvoir sur les soldats 
VOL. I. P 
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open into Aragon, we left Barcelona on the 22nd of May, 
and arrived in the evening at EBparragueira^ where we 
had been preceded by a regiment of the Constitutional 
troops, who were singing the Tragala in the streets. 
Before I retired to rest, I left the Posada. Montserrat 
rose gloomily before me ; the streets were deserted, and 
beyond the town I perceived there were no lights in 
any of the neighbouring hamlets. These were dreary 
signs of the times. I returned to the inn, threw myself 
on my bed, and slept till morning. I then understood 
that an order had been issued, forbidding any individual 
to leave his house after dark, and requiring every peasant 
who dwelt beyond the walls of Esparraguerra, to quit 
his hamlet and enter the town before dusk. This mea- 
sure was intended to prevent any communication be- 
tween the Royalist Guerillas and the peasantry, who 
were rapidly enhsting in their bands. It was known 
that parties of the insurgents descended the mountains 
at night, foraged the country for provisions, and were 
well received by the inhabitants, who were in those dis- 
tricts universally favourable to the Royal cause. 

une gr^le de balles, de tailes, de moroeanx de bois et de pierre. 
Enfin, apres une vi^ureuse resistance, la ville fut rendue a dix 
heares et demie du soir, et subit toute la noit les suites horribles 
d'uue prise d'assaut. EUe ^tait presque detruite et ses habitans 
en partie extermin^s, mais elle avait cotLt^ cher aox vainqueors — 
lis avaient perdu le commandant des Asturies, et au moins deux 
cent cinquante hommes. Suivant le rapport du g^n^ral Consti- 
tutionnel, la perte totale des insurg^ dans ces deux affaires avait 
Hi de plus de douze cents hommes, entre lesquels cent cinquante 
a cent soixante tonsures avaient €t€ trouv^s sur le champ de 
bataille ou dans la ville ; ceux qui pureut ^chapper a ce d^sastre 
se disperserent dans les montagnes^ od le Trapiste les rallia." 
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' Early on the following day we left Esparraguerra, and 
passing a fine regiment that was marching upon Vila, or 
Vilia, arrived in less than two hours at Colhato, a small 
village at the foot of the mountain of Montserrat, whose 
singular assemhlage of cones rising one above another, 
on a high range of crags, had long formed the most pro- 
minent object in the landscape. We determined to visit 
the convent ; and giving instructions to our servants to 
join us with the carriage at a particular spot on the 
opposite side of the mountain, we commenced the ascent, 
accompanied by a young Catalan who led the way. 
Soon afterwards I remembered that we had left our 
passports in the carriage — an omission which, at that 
period of alarm^ might have been productive of serious 
inconvenience. The boy, who was accustomed to the 
pcUois spoken by the peasantry of Catalonia, hardly 
seemed to comprehend my meaning when I requested him 
to return and fetch it, nor when I asked him some ques- 
tions relative to the day's expedition. He fixed his eyes 
on the ground with such an expression of phlegmatic in- 
difference, that for a moment I thought it would be ad- 
visable to procure a more hopeful guide ; but when he 
at length understood me, he volunteered his services 
with the most good-humoured readiness. Our com- 
panion improved upon acquaintance: he possessed a 
quick perception of the ludicrous ; and, though young, 
his remarks upon persons and events that fell under his 
immediate observation were shrewd and caustic. We 
had toiled up the hill to a considerable height by a nar- 
row and regular zigzag, when we suddenly heard the 
roar of the cannon from the valley below : it was twice 

p2 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



316 NOTE9. 

repeated, and all was again silent. I shall neyer forget 
the change that was visible in his countenance, as he 
tamed round and said to me, pale rather with awe than 
with apprehension, '* £1 canon ! " I had been informed 
that a large body of the Royalists were stationed at Vila, 
had resolved to defend it to the last extremity, and that 
an engagement was expected to take place about this 
very time in the valley below. We did not, however, 
hear the sound repeated for some hours; and I after- 
wards learned that these two discharges were unconnected 
with the great attack that followed. A small party of 
the Royalists, who had been separated from the main 
force to which they belonged, and were surrounded by 
the Constitutional troq)8, had found their last refuge in 
a house which they had fortified. Here these unfortu- 
nate men defended themselves with a gallantry that de- 
served a better fate : when the two discharges of cann(Hi, 
which we heard on the mountain, had effected a breach 
in the wall, they still refused to surrender, set fire to the 
house, and died on the bayonets of the enemy, shouting 
"Viva el Rey!" Three alone survived the assault, 
were made prisoners, and shot, a few hours afterwards, 
by martial law. 

We reached the convent of Montserrat early in the 
day, and were glad to escape for a short time from the 
intolerable glare of the sun. This pile of building, ir- 
regular, and apparently constructed at different periods, 
is still venerable and imposing, and retains evident traces 
of former magnificence. Here formerly existed one of 
the most splendid establishments of the Catholic world, 
but its fortunes had undergone a melancholy change. 
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Tke pile was falling into decay; the cbapel, a perfect 
specimen of architectural beauty before it experienced 
the ravages of war, was then a ruin. Three monks and 
their old abbot alone remained, stripped of those do- 
mains which had given wealth and consideration to a 
numerous fraternity. The abbot came to receive us 
with grace and dignity: his welcome was friendly, his 
manners calm and dntinguished, and in his counte* 
nance was an expression of melancholy mingled with 
resignation. He had been reduced to extreme poverty 
by the revolution ; during the French invasion he had 
raised the peasantry, and armed a Guerilla; he had 
ahared the perils and hardships of that species of war- 
hie with the rudest peasant, for the independence of 
Spain. The memory of past services should have en- 
sured to him better treatmait in his declining years. 
He led us to the terrace, where we enjoyed a magnifi- 
cent view of the country; fine masses of wood lay 
around us and beneath our feet, while tall grey pin* 
nacles of rock overhung the monastery. From this emi^ 
nence, which is estimated at nearly three thousand feet 
above the sea, the country beneath rather resembled a 
plain varied by slight inequalities of surface, than what 
it really was — a district intersected by ranges of high 
hills. Here they pointed out to us Vila, or the houses 
in its vicinity, where the Royalists were encamped; 
they informed us that the people of that town and the 
neighbouring districts had taken up arms in their cause — 
that bodies of the Constitutionalists had been marching 
in that direction during the morning and the whole of 
the preceding day — that the attack would take place 
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immediately^ and be opposed with the utmost deter* 
minatioQ. Their anticipations were just: those walls^ 
then glittering in the bright beams of the morning, were 
a heap of blood and ashes when the sun went down. 
The resistance was desperate beyond what had been 
expected ; the priests carried the cross before the Roy- 
alist force, and exhorted them rather to die than submit 
to the oppressors of Catalonia, the enemies of their God 
and their King ; men, women, and even children, rose 
at the sound of the tocsin, and fought in the ranks of 
the Royalists; the town was almost destroyed before 
the troops could effect «in entrance, and when it was 
taken, no quarter was given, and a scene of indiscri* 
minate massacre ensued. 

As we took leave of the Abbot and the monks, they 
pressed us to dine and spend the day at the convent, 
with so much earnestness, that we afterwards suspected 
they were not unacquainted with the dangers we were 
likely to incur by pursuing our journey. I have never 
heard any certain account of the fate of this interesting 
old man, and the monks who were with him. More 
than a year afterwards, when the French were entering 
Spain, I saw in one of the Journals, at Paris, that the 
monks of the convent of Montserrat had become im* 
plicated with the Royalist Guerillas, had been detected 
by the Revolutionists, conveyed to prison, and would 
immediately undergo the sentence of the law. 

As we proceeded on our journey the scenery became 
bolder, the road bordered the precipice, and the moun- 
tain formed itself into a series of recesses or inland 
bays, terminated by projecting heights. As we turned 
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ope of thede headlands, we saw three or four men advance 
beyond the point which bounded the opposite side of the 
road, pause, retreat, re-appear, and suddenly fall back, 
as if startled, and doubtful what course to pursue. This 
hesitation did not long endure. A party of peasants 
broke from the shelter of the rock; shouting loudly, 
they desired us to halt, and keeping their eyes steadily 
^ed upon us, that their aim might be unerring if we 
attempted to escape, they came with their muskets to their 
breasts and their hand to the trigger, rushing towards 
us with the utmost speed. At first the extraordinary 
position of their bodies, half bent to the earth, from the 
difficulty of holding their muskets presented in a course 
so rapid, the wildness of their dress, the frantic yells 
which they uttered, the irritation stamped on their 
countenances, and increased by the violence with which 
they came, rather resembled an irruption of savages 
than the charge of an organized Guerilla ; but when the 
first tumultuous onset was over, they recovered all their 
native dignity. Their hair was unconfined, their trowsers 
blue, their plaid dark red, and the scarlet bonnet of 
Catalonia fell far down their shoulders. When first 
they reached us, they held their muskets to our breasts, 
saying, ** You are traitors ! you are enemies of the 
King and the Holy Faith! you shall die! you shall 
die 1" They required us to give up our money; and in 
the first transport of rage dashed it upon the ground, 
saying, it was the gold of traitors ! But when we assured 
them that we were strangers totally unconnected with 
the troubles of the times, that we belonged to that dis- 
Uint country whose sons had fought side by side with 
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them for the rights of King Ferdinand and for Spaiii, 
•gainst the people who dwelt beyond those Pyrenees 
that were then in sight, and to which we pointed as we 
spoke, they shook hands with us enthusiastically, and 
gave an unconditional promise that our lives should be 
respected. By this time the Captain, and a man who 
was apparently second in authority, whom we afterwards 
distinguished by the name of Lieutenant, had arrived. 
They were superior in language, manners, and educa- 
tion, to the surrounding group ; they were not subject 
to the same fluctuations of opinion ; they were less con- 
vinced of our innocence at one moment, of our guilt at 
another. They possessed more judgment, more reflec- 
tion, and that moderation which generally arises from 
matured knowledge of mankind ; they examined us with 
method and minuteness, seemed anxious to ascertain 
the exact number of the Constitutional troops that we 
had left in the valley, and the precise direction they had 
taken: we answered their questions with fidelity. Aft 
times, and particularly when we alluded to Vila, they 
seemed startled at our replies. As they now appeared 
to regard our conduct with less suspicion, we trusted 
that they would not detain us, when we had frankly 
communicated the little information we possessed re- 
specting the views and movements of the enemy ; but 
an incident occurred that entirely changed their feelings^ 
and would have proved fatal to us, had not the Captain 
and the Lieutenant interfered in our favour. When 
they had sufficiently examined us, they desired to see 
all that we had brought with us to the mountain. In 
consequence of this request, P was obliged topro-i 
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duce three pistol balls that were by chance in his pocket 
at the moment. These balls effected an instantaneous 
and astonishing revulsion of feeling : they were looked 
upon as proofs conclusive of our connexion with the 
revolutionary army, and of the hostile motives that had 
led us to the mountain; they became as violent as 
before ; some cocked their muskets, and were only pre- 
vented by the Captain and the Lieutenant from carry- 
ing their threats into execution. We explained with 
some difficulty, amid the tumult, that these balls be- 
longed to pistols which we carried for safety on the 
high roads. They appeared in some degree re-assured 
by this probable statement, but not convinced. They 
were evidently disposed to believe that we had come to 
the mountain for the purpose of reconnoitering, and 
were acting in concert with the Constitutionalists in 
the plain ; nor could we give any satisfactory answer 
respecting the reasons that had induced us to deviate 
from the road, and visit the mountain, at a moment 
when, to adopt their emphatic language, every man 
from Lerida to Montserrat stood with his musket at his 
breast : — {Todo da Lerida a Montserrat sta con escopeta 
al pecho.) We said, however, we had been informed 
that the mountain was for the moment in a tranquil 
state, and assured them that our visit was solely occa- 
sioned by motives of curiosity. Unaccustomed to tra- 
vellers, they had probably never heard such reasons 
assigned before, and received them with justifiable sus- 
picion. After some discussion, the Captain turned to 
us and said we had informed him that our servants had 
instructions to join us with the carriage at a particular 

p3 
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spot, on the opposite side of the mountaiii; that he 
would ascertain the fact, and that we should he judged 
by our own words. If our story proved consistent, and 
the result of his inquiries satisfactory, we should depart 
in peace ; hut that if the first proved inconsistent, and 
the latter unsatisfactory, he had no alternative left in 
the critical state of their affairs, as no quarter was given 
to prisoners by either party. 

These words were spoken frankly, but not uncour- 
teously ; nor was there any appearance of insult in 
his manner. This species of dictation was not agree- 
able from any individual ; still I felt, at that time, 
what my poor Catalan expressed in simple language, 
some hours afterwards, when we stood on the moor 
— " Senor, your lot has been unfortunate to-day; but 
such are the chances of men who range over the 
world." We now continued our journey, guarded by 
the band. A wild original, whom we afterwards dis- 
tinguished by the name of Shocky, from his shock head 
of hair, attached himself to me, and kept near my horse's 
head ; though such a precaution was quite unnecessary, 
as any attempt to escape would have been impracticable. 
He was on terms of familiarity with the Captain, though 
he seemed to have little authority in the troop; and 
was certainly more calculated to further an enterprise 
by his courage and exertions than to plan and direct its 
execution. He differed totally in manners and character 
from the rest of the Guerilla, and was the only indivi- 
dual who uttered any offensive expressions ; and these, 
I have little doubt, originated more in a thoughtlessness 
and natural vehemence of temper, than in any malig- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



KOTfis. 323 

nant feeling. For some time we proceeded tranquilly 
along the road ; the Guerilla looked upon us with less 
displeasure, and Shocky's repeated assurances that we 
should die began to abate. Although little regularity 
was observed in their march, they paid implicit obe- 
dience to their chief, who omitted no point of necessary 
caution : before we turned any of the projecting rocks 
that concealed the view of the road beyond, he regu- 
larly sent forward a vidette, consisting of three or four 
men, who, advancing carefully, reconnoitered the pass ; 
and when they were satisfied that no danger was at hand, 
made signals to their companions. By these means they 
effectually guarded against any sudden surprise. This 
calm, however, did not endure ; and indeed their temper 
was destined to undergo a severe trial. We had tra- 
velled with them for a short distance, when we heard a 
rolling discharge of musketry from the valley below ; 
the Guerilla turned, and listened attentively ; it was 
again and again repeated. They knew by those sounds, 
and I knew also, that the long-expected engagement had 
commenced. I was aware that these discharges would 
probably continue, and could not fail to exercise a most 
unfavourable influence on our destiny — an anticipation 
quickly realized in their increasing irritation and change 
of conduct. Their countenances became sullen, and 
almost ferocious ; many scowling glances were bent upon 
us, many threats were uttered, and they spoke of our 
guilt as certain. At length we heard the tremendous 
roar of the cannon ; it was awfully reverberated among 
the rocks, and produced a strong sensation upon the 
mind of every man. For some minutes I had closely 
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observed the Captain, who was walking near me, with 
the young Catalan, along the edge of the precipice* 
He neither paused nor turned his head towards the 
quarter whence those blasts proceeded. In spite oi 
the exasperation of his men, and the indignant observa* 
tions that were indirectly addressed to him, he fixed 
his eyes on the ground, and made no reply ; his con- 
sciousness of those sounds was alone manifested by the 
determined slowness of his step, and the increasing 
gloom of his countenance. This peculiarity of manner 
was not the effect of indifference or inattention, but arose 
from a feeling of deep-rooted pride : hemmed in the^e 
fastnesses by the Constitutional troops who surrounded 
the mountain on all sides, separated from his companions 
in arms, unable to lend them any assistance in the hour 
of their greatest emergency ; compelled to hear inactively 
the sound of that musketry which was levelling their 
ranks, and would soon be directed against his own, be 
would not express an impotent desire of vengeance be- 
fore two strangers, whom he regarded as secret enemies 
of his cause ; though, in default of better evidence, he 
had not yielded to the clamour of his band, and signed 
our death-warrant. That such were his reflections I 
have little doubt, from his manner, his subsequent con- 
duct, and from casual expressions. At all events, he 
preserved silence while the musketry continued; but 
when the loud roar of the cannon suddenly broke upon 
us, his countenance changed, and the passion that had 
long been gathering in his breast seemed at once to 
master his better judgment, as he turned to the young 
Catalan, and said that the Constitutionalists were at that 
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moment extenninating his companions ; that no mercy 
had been shown to the Royalists who were taken in 
arms near Tarragon, and that the circumstances under 
which we were captured justified the retaliation which 
he would no longer delay. In answer to his last speech, 
I turned and said to him, that we could feel no appre- 
hension ; that he had pledged his word — the word of a 
Catalan — ^that our lives should be respected ; that such 
a pledge, so given, could not be disregarded in my 
country, nor, in his, would be violated by any man of 
honour. In spite of the irritation under which he was 
labouring, he listened to me with attention, but made 
no reply; and, I think, was embarrassed by the re- 
collection of a promise he no longer intended to pre* 
serve, and which he now conceived had been obtained 
by falsehood, and given under a false impression. At 
this crisis, when our situation seemed desperate, we 
were saved by an honourable feeling of fidelity in our 
guide. During the first part of the day's expedition I 
had been annoyed by the indifference which the young 
Catalan had shown on occasions that in some degree 
required activity. I was afterwards amused by the 
caustic humour of his remarks ; but was totally unpre- 
pared for the vigour of mind which he now displayed 
in defence of men who, till that morning, had been 
entire strangers to him and his. He said, in a firm 
tone, that he would pledge his existence that we were 
foreigners, unconnected with party : we had visited the 
mountain, relying on the hospitable feelings of the 
people, and under his peculiar guidance. He called 
upon the Captain to pause for further proof, and not 
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commit an act that would cast an indelible stain on 
their honour. The Captain replied with warmth ; but 
these remonstrances had certainly the ^ect of prevent- 
ing the hasty measures he would otherwise have adopted 
in the irritation of the moment I was surprised at the 
intimacy that seemed to exist between the Chief and 
the young Catalan ; but I afterwards learned from our 
muleteer that the Captain was a native of Monistrol, a 
town not far from Colbato; that they had been pre- 
viously acquainted ; and that a brother' of our guide had 
fought with the Royalists. This account explained the 
influence which he possessed over the Captain's mind. 

About this time the Guerilla paused near a fountain, 
formed by a mountain-torrent that came down a ravine 
in the rock. It is not easy to describe the sublimity of 
the scene that presented itself; — it was a scene that 
Salvator Rosa should have sketched, and Walter Scott 
described. We stood amid one of the grandest land- 
scapes of savage nature : above our heads the mountain 
was clothed to a considerable height with pine forests, 
that were surmounted by a range of tall gray crags ; 
beneath our feet, stretching as far as the Pyrenees that 
bounded the distance, lay Catalonia, the theatre of the 
civil war. The fountain was overhung by a rock, co- 
vered with wood, that overshadowed the road with its 
branches. Beneath this cliff the Guerilla had collected 
to enjoy a moment's rest in the shade ; still the beams 
of the sun broke at intervals through the foliage, and 
flashed upon their arms, their dark-red plaid, and scarlet 
bonnet. The individuals who composed the Guerilla 
seemed chosen men, in the vigour of youth, and pos» 
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ftessed all the characteristic dignity of Spanish manner*. 
Their dress was picturesque, and suited to the scene ; 
their figures were stately ; their countenances, for the 
most part handsome, were now lighted up hy the various 
feelings of anxiety, deep thought, and gloomy resents 
ment. These passions prevailed, but were differently 
expressed, as they were more or less felt, according to 
the temper of each man ; but on every countenance I 
read the same character of high determinL.tion. Some 
were kneeling by the fountain, and drinking with avi- 
dity ; others reclined along the ground ; and a few were 
leaning on their muskets. One man advanced to the 
edge of the precipice ; and when he heard the heavy 
sound of the cannon, he clenched his fist and shook it, 
looking with an expression of determined hatred towards 
the position that he conceived to be occupied by the 
Constitutional troops. 

Perhaps there was no circumstance so striking as 
the courtesy with which we were treated, at a moment 
when their passions were exasperated, and our doom 
almost decided. While the Guerilla were reposing 
under the rook, the Captain asked me whether I were 
not fatigued, and would not like also to rest; and 
Shocky, who was my guard, when he paused to driuk 
from the numerous streams that intersected the road, 
always invited me to follow his example. While the 
Captain and myself interchanged a few words, the 
young Catalan, who omitted no opportunity of interced- 
ing in our favour, again renewed his advice against in- 
temperate measures ; but the Captain turned aside, 
adding, ** No hay remedio"— " There is no alternative." 
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These wordsy combined with the cahn determination 
of his manner, convinced me that his courtesy arose 
more from the delicacy natural to a high-minded man» 
than from any favourable change in his intentions; 
and in this light it was evidently regarded by his fol- 
lowers, who said, then and afterwards, in the Catalan 
patois, " Estan perdut, estan perdut," — (They are lost 
men^ they are lost men,) After we had left the fountain, 
some private conversation passed between the Captain 
and his Lieutenant. When this was concluded, the 
latter selected two men from the band, and led the way 
to a narrow path that wound through the wood to the 
crags above. He ascended the hill a step, turned, drew 
himself up with dignity, waved his hand, and, address^ 
ing the Guerilla, said that he should mount the heights, 
to learn if the Spaniards were approaching ; for by this 
appellation they invariably designated the revolutionary 
forces, in opposition to the native Catalans. He added, 
that if he perceived them, he should fire as a signal, and 
then dos tiros a los Senores^ (*' two volleys upon the 
Signors.") This injunction was not particularly enli- 
vening, as the mountain was on all sides surrounded by 
the adverse forces. Soon afterwards I heard a musket 
fired, which I thought for a moment was the appointed 
signal ; but was quickly undeceived by the manners of 
the Guerilla, who paid no attention to the discharge, 
and probably knew by the sound that it was unconnected 
with their companions. As we continued our journey 
slowly, the Captain seemed engaged in deep and more 
amicable conversation with the young Catalan : it 
seemed desponding, by the low tones of his voice, and 
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by a few broken sentences which I heard from time to 
time ; the indignant feelings that had flushed his cheek 
were gone, and the fever of his eye was replaced by an 
expression of subdued melancholy. He said that the 
mountain was encompassed on all sides by an over- 
whelming force ; he was aware that his companions in 
the fortified house must have already perished ; " I 
know," he added, " that, so surrounded, we too must 
die, ise Hen que hemos de morir^ but we will shed our 
dearest blood for the King and the Holy Faith." His 
former animation returned for a moment, when he 
alluded to a proclamation that had been issued on the 
preceding day, offering mercy to all who would lay down 
their arms within four-and-twenty hours. He kindled 
with indignation as he mentioned some Royalists of a 
different Guerilla, who, he said, had compromised their 
principles and sued for pardon, (que han pedido par* 
don.) " The time limited by act," he added, '• is ex- 
piring; our situation is hopeless, but not a man will 
submit." I say, it was impossible to hear such senti- 
ments expressed at such a time, without a strong feeling 
of respect for the individual — and of contempt for the 
incapacity of a government that had enlisted such a 
spirit against the cause of freedom. There was no period 
of the civil war more disastrous to the Royalists than 
these days that immediately followed the fall of Cervera, 
The Provisional Gfovemment of Urgel was not yet in 
existence. There was no rallying point — there was no 
union among the chiefs of the insurrection — there was 
no safety left for the Royalists, except in the sympathy 
of the people. Chieftains everywhere sprung up, acted 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



330 NOTES. 

independently of eacli otbeT, and increased the general 
confusion. Little Guerillas, formed from the wreck of 
their army, renewed a desperate war in the mountains, 
and were taken or cut to pieces in detail. During these 
successive reverses, acts of devoted heroism were per- 
formed, such as were never surpassed in La Vend(^e ; 
but they occurred in a remote comer of Europe, — they 
had no historian, and are unknown. 

The cannon had ceased for some time before we 
reached a solitary house, that had probably flourished a 
bad venta in its best days, but was now in a ruinous 
condition. Here, the Captain said, he expected to 
receive the requisite information respecting ourselves ; 
and, addressing a lad who came to assure him that no 
immediate danger was at hand, he entered the house. 
We were led into the court, to await the result of their 
conference : the outer walls had experienced the ravages 
of war, and were falling into decay. A woman, bearing 
a child in her arms, was seated on a plank that lay at 
the extremity of the court. She was evidently accus* 
tomed to the Guerilla, as she scarcely seemed to observe 
their arrival, and paid no attention to the scene that 
was passing around her. In a few minutes the Captain 
re-appeared ; and, quitting the road that wound along 
the defile, he led across an open moor. In answer to a 

question asked him by my friend P , he answered— 

"If you are men of honour, you are betrayed ; but, if 
so, you have nothing to fear" — (Si stan homhres de bien 
Stan vendidos.) Here a scene of a ludicrous nature oc- 
curred. We met a young peasant, whom some of the 
Guerilla seized ; and, suspecting that he intended to join 
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the militia, compelled him to follow in their train. As I 
waa mounted on horseback, and rode in advance, the lad 
imagined that I was captain qf the band, and implored 
my interference with a most ungainly mixture of sobs 
and supplications. In spite of my assurances to the 
contrary, he continued these piteous vociferations for 
mercy, till he was informed by the Captain that my pre- 
dicament was not more hopeful, or my authority more 
extensive, than his own. He then bewailed his fate in a 
strain of unmanly lamentation, that first provoked the 
contempt, and finally the anger, of these high-spirited 
mountaineers. For the honour of Spain, I must add 
that I never saw a similar character among her pea- 
santry; and, indeed, from his subsequent manner, I 
believe the poor lad was half-witted. 

The scenery had now materially changed : we saw 
some peasants ranged upon low hills, that rose on each 
side, crowned with pinaster. The Lieutenant and his 
two followers, who had quitted us near the fountain, 
stood on a neighbouring height, their wild and martial 
figures resting against the sky. As we drew near, they 
came rushing down to meet us, their dress and arms 
beautifully gilded by the setting sun. 

At length the Captain desired the band to halt ; and 
r perceived that we had reached one of the heights that 
overlooks the main road from Barcelona to Madrid. We 
had toiled for many hours under a burning sun ; and, 
completely fatigued, threw ourselves on the moor. With 
that courtesy which had distinguished his conduct dur- 
ing the day, the Captain oflFered me part of his plaid, as 
we lay on the ground ; but Shocky was still indefatigable 
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in ^is Buapiciona. He renewed his scrutiny, and pard-* 
cularly examined my glass, which he evidently thought 
of highly anti-royalist construction, and framed expressly 
for the purpose of reconnoitering their positions. Ten 
minutes had not elapsed hefore we saw two of the hand, 
who had been posted on the heights, descending the 
hill with muskets presented. We all started from the 
ground; and I saw with pleasure our carriage in the 
road below, as we should have been effectually compro- 
mised if our servants had omitted to join us at the ap- 
pointed spot. At this sight the Guerilla could no louger 
restrain their impatience, but rushed down the steep, 
and for the first time 1 was delivered from my perse- 
cutor Shocky. The Captain delayed an instant -, then, 
hastily leaving us in the charge of one of his men, joined 
his party, as they had begun to plunder the carriage. 
We stood alone on the moor with our Catalan guide, and 
the guard, who could scarcely have attained the age of 
seventeen. Our situation was still precarious : we had 
a copy of the Spanish Constitution in the cairiage, that, 
if found, would have been a grievous offence. I remem* 
bered also that I had deposited in a drawer of my desk, 
a tricolor, which had been |fresented to me during the 
first days of the revolution that agitated Piedmont in the 
preceding year, on which the words Liberty and Consti- 
tution were worked in large characters. Such would 
have been naturally applied to Spanish politics; nor 
indeed could a stronger point of circumstantial evidence 
have been adduced in confirmation of their suspicions. 
This danger was, however, imaginary, as my dear sister 
had removed it from my desk, without my knowledge, 
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before I lefl England. Lastly, they suspected that I was 
an officer in the Constitutional militias ; and the discovery 
of my regimental uniform would have confirmed that ^^ 

belief. Our best policy was to join the band, and direct 
the search that we could not prevent. Escaping from 
our guard, we reached the carriage, as Shocky, who had 
probably never beheld a vehicle of this kind before, was 
climbing, like a wild cat, over its sides, and effecting an 
entrance. The work of plunder and investigation pro- 
ceeded gloriously under such congenial auspices; some 
gold seals, &c. were quickly disposed of; he seized a gold 
and platina chain, placed it round his neck, and expressed 
his intention to wear it always, saying it would be a fine 
distinctive decoration. I now experienced a severe loss 
in the destruction of the notes which I had made on the 
north of Africa and on Spain, and which had been kept 
with great minuteness from the moment of our passing 
the Pyrenees to the day that we left Barcelona. As 
Shocky explored my desk — as he removed each paper, that 
nothing might escape his observation — I expected every 
moment that the fatal tricolor would appear ; nor could 
I account for its non-appearance till my return to England. 
Still the discovery of my uniform seemed almost inevi- 
table ; the desk was disposed of, and Shocky had invaded 
the trunk that contained it, and seizing part of my wearing 
apparel, appropriated it to himself, saying it would remain 
in excellent hands. At this critical moment, farther 
search was prevented by the natural pride of the Spanish 
character. The Captain, for the first time, expressed his 
conviction that we were men of honour and good faith, 
(" hombres de hien y de palabra ;") and perceiving the 
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extent of Shocky's depredations, said that not an article 
of OUT dress should be taken by men who were not 
robbers, but defenders of the Faith. The Captain now 
consented to release us^ and gave us part of his cockade 
in token of friendship. We shook hands with him, and 
in return requested his acceptance of some presents of 
slight value, that had escaped my friend Shocky's 
rapacity. During the spring of the preceding year, a 
revolutionist who was dancing round the tricolour stan- 
dard, on the day that the constitution was proclaimed 
at Nice, gave me his tricolour cockade, desiring me to 
keep it as a memorial of liberty ; and now, by a singular 
chance, I was given the badge of Royalist principles by 
a Chief in arms for the Royal cause. A few of the 
Guerilla came up and shook hands with us as we de- 
parted. The sun was now actually sinking below the 
horizon, and the scene around us was bathed in a rich 
flood of crimson ; by this light we saw them, till they 
were concealed from our view by the turning of the road, 
glittering on the height, and waving their bonnets to us. 
So terminated an adventure fraught with peril, which 
gave me a deeper insight into the feelings and opinions 
of the peasantry than could have been obtained by years 
of investigation in calmer times. On the whole, we had 
no ground for complaint; they would have proceeded 
against us somewhat hastily, but at a period when the 
Constitutional troops had orders to give no quarter, and 
the Royahsts in consequence took no prisoners, it could 
not be expected that evidence would be weighed with the 
dispassionate consideration that is brought into a court 
of justice. We had just left Barcelona, the focus 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



NOTES. 335 

of Constitutional principles, and, misled by false in- 
formation, had invaded their hold at a moment when 
the mountain was surrounded by an overwhelming force; 
the want of good intelligence seemed improbable ; that 
our visit should be occasioned by motives of mere curi- 
osity, appeared still more extraordinary. There existed 
grounds for suspicion ; policy might have justified the 
adoption of extreme measures, and few men would have 
conducted themselves with greater moderation under the 
aggravated circumstances in which they were placed. 
They considered the sums of which they deprived us as 
a tax fairly levied in the King's service on men who had 
incurred a much severer penalty, by coming to their fast- 
nesses from the very camp of their enemies, provided 
with Constitutional passports. Upon this principle, the 
Captain authorized the detention of our pistols, but would 
not allow the seizure of a single article of our wearing 
apparel ; and when we had quitted the band, a Guerilla- 
man, influenced by the same irregular principle of 
honesty, hastened to restore our drinking bota, which 
was handsome, and would have been esteemed a prize 
by any Spaniard of his class. Shocky, it must be ad- 
mitted, made no refined distinctions, and by no means 
thought the restitution of goods a necessary ceremonial 
to be observed on our liberation. The Guerilla were 
joined, at the close of the day, by two labourers, who 
drew their muskets from some bushes, where they were 
concealed; including these men, their numbers, I be- 
lieve, amounted to twenty-five. They were only armed 
with carabines ; a few^ I think, had short knives, which 
could seldom be available in the field. Their manners 
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were frank) manly^ and above their station ; they were 
sincere in the opinions which they had embraced, and 
were certainly not, at that time, influenced by foreign 
agency. It was melancholy to see the attachment which 
they devoted to a cause whose failure, almost certain for 
the moment, would inevitably involve their own de- 
struction, and impossible to refuse a tribute of admira- 
tion to principle unshalceu by the extremity of danger, 
and energies so generously though ineffectually exerted. 
The few opinions which they casually expressed re- 
specting their church were certainly bigoted, and exag- 
gerated by the heat of party ; still I believe that such 
originated rather in a generous sympathy with the 
priesthood, and in an attachnlent to their old institu- 
tions, which they associated with the cause of God, 
than in any genuine intolerance. In this opinion I 
was confirmed by a few words that passed between two 
Guerilla-men, whose moderation, as applied to ourselves, 
formed a striking contrast to the religious horror with 
which they regarded the Constitutionalists. ** Some 
maintain,'' said the first to his companion^ " that they 
resemble the Moors, others deny it ; I am ignorant how 
the matter stands, but we are all brothers." ('* Unos 
dicen que son como los Moros^ otros no, io no se, 
pero somos todos hermanos.^*) This native genero- 
sity breaking through the cloud of prejudice and party — 
these sentiments uttered by an uneducated soldier of the 
Faith — surprised and pleased me greatly. I must notice 
one peculiarity, unusual to the Spaniards, in some de- 
gree, I think, attributable to the religious character 
which the war had assumed : in their utmost exaspera- 
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tion, I never heard a single man give vent to his anger in 
an oath, or in any irreligious expression. With respect 
to ourselves, a courtesy and a delicacy pervaded their 
conduct, astonishing, when we consider that, with the 
exception of the Captain and the Lieutenant, the men 
who composed the Guerilla were only peasants. They 
observed my dress with attention, but not with rudeness ; 
they examined a severe blow which I had received over 
my eye many years before, which they thought a sabre 
cut, and an additional proof of my connexion with the 
army ; but although they questioned me freely on other 
points, they abstained from any remark which they 
conceived might be personally oflFensive. In answer to 
some plan proposed by the eternal Shocky, which had 
for its object the discovery of our intention in visiting 
the mountain, though we never understood its nature, 
his companion answered, " Seria muy poco delicado.'* 
{It would be little delicate.) And in this, as in many 
other instances, a delicacy of feeling was shown that 
would have reflected honour on refined society. When 
we were taken, after the first discussion the Lieutenant 
called us aside, and, regretting that the King's service 
compelled him to make such a demand, desired us to 
deliver our gold, unconscious that Shocky's zeal had 
disembarrassed us of all we possessed. The subject 
was never mentioned by the Captain, but, after our 
carriage was taken, the Lieutenant renewed the request 
with the same guarded delicacy of manner, saying that 
the defence of the mountain required every assistance. 
When we assured them, in the earlier part of the 
day, that we had given up all we had brought to the 
VOL. I. * Q 
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mountain, although they regarded our conduct with deep 
suspicion, even Shocky, who was the least satisfied, and 
by far the least considerate of the band, did not at- 
tempt to ascertain the fact. I might have carried in 
my pocket half the gold of which we were dispossessed, 
had I conceived such conduct either honourable or 
prudent. 

In Spain a beggar will invite the passenger to share 
with him his last crust of bread : with the same charac- 
teristic generosity, although they never scrupled to ex- 
press before us their belief in our guilt, and their desire 
of vengeance, still, whenever they paused to drink from 
the stream, they pressed us to do so likewise ; and while 
they took some refreshment at the venta, a Guerilla-man 
came out, and offering us braudy, pressed us to drink 
it with good-humoured earnestness. 

The alliance that existed between me and Shocky 
was certainly of a curious and indefinable character. 
This man was totally unlike the rest of his companions, 
and in all respects a perfect original. He possessed 
neither the pride, the stateliness, nor the delicacy of the 
Spanish character, but was good-humoured, and not un- 
generous; he was cunning, and had much of that dry wit 
peculiar to the Catalans, which he sometimes exercised 
upon his prisoners with more talent than judgment. In 
the first moment of our capture he was more violent 
than the rest; when their suspicions had abated, he 
shook hands with us most warmly, and when their 
doubts revived, his voice was most decidedly against us. 
During our march, he principally attached himself to me, 
asking many indifferent, some very insidious questions. 
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und mingling amicable conversation with repeated as- 
surances of our destruction. The ardour with which he 
gave his voice for our death whenever the question 
was agitated, and, when he was overruled, the naivete 
with which he resumed his place by the side of 
my horse, and renewed the conversation without any 
appearance of ill-wUl, or the slightest suspicion that I 
could entertain feelings of ill-hiiroouT with him for the 
part he had taken in the discussion, were infinitely 
absurd. He was short; his countenance unprepos- 
sessing, and at times ferocious; but, in his good^ 
humoured moments, there was a lively and reckless 
expression of eye, that, combined with the general ani- 
mation of his manner, disguised the natural plainness of 
his features. I do not believe he was malignant: he 
supposed us to be enemies, and possibly, like the fox- 
hunter, who thinks the sport incomplete if he lose his 
fox, so Shocky thought that the day's business would be 
unsatisfactory, if two strangers of doubtful character 
were permitted to escape. In the evening, when he 
saw us exchanging presents with the Captain, he came 
up to me actually arrayed in my spoils, and asked, iu 
the most artless tone, whether no present was reserved 
for him — " Nada para mi?^* He evidently thought 
that his connexion with me during the march had fully 
entitled him to this parting act of friendship, and was 
in nowise cancelled by the summary proceedings he 
had so constantly advised, or the rapidity with which 
every article of value had vanished under his inspection, 
I laughed at his request, and with some difficulty found 
an old knife, which I presented to him, and which he 

q2 
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may since have poseibly applied to Ibe disadvantage of 
some Constitutional throat. He took it good-hnmouredly^ 
and as we lost sight of the band» we saw him waving 
his bonnet higher and longer than the rest of his com- 
panions. 

I have dwelt, perhaps, too long on details of this 
nature ; but I wished to make my reader in some de- 
gree acquainted with the character of the Royalist in- 
surgents, and with the interior, if I may use the expFCS- 
sion, of a Catalan Guerilla. The Captain was distin- 
guished only by a hat which he wore instead of the 
bonnet. He had fought among those mountains in the 
war of Independence: he was middle-sized, but his 
features were handsome and expressive ; he seemed to 
be from thirty to thirty-five years of age, and was appa- 
rently a man of deep reflection, and of strong but con- 
trolled passions. 

I have dwelt but slightly on the mode of warfare 
peculiar to the Guerillas, as it has been so often d^ 
scribed by officers engaged in the Peninsular war. Dur- 
ing the civil war of 1822, the Constitutional troops, 
compelled to attack the insurgents in their own fast- 
nesses, and frequently in situations where cavalry is use- 
less, suffered almost equally from victory as from defeat. 
Small parties were totally destroyed, convoys cut off, 
and every straggler from his regiment doomed to de- 
struction : sometimes, at the call of a popular leader, 
like the Trappist, the Royalist Gruerillas came down 
from the mountains, like a whirlwind, formed at once a 
powerful army, supplied the want of good discipline by 
fanatic courage, overran the open country and even 
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obtained possession of the fortified towns. The Trap- 
pist, supposed to be invulnerable, went to battle 
mounted on a black charger, bearing the sabre in one 
hand and the cross in the other, and habited in his mo- 
nastic garb, that was perforated with musket-balls. Be- 
fore the combat, he knelt upon the ground, prayed for^ 
vently for success, then burst upon the enemy with' a 
valour that was thought supernatural. Such was his 
influence, that, at his approach, the tocsin rang, and the 
peasantry rose to arms. He was connected with the 
great military operations of that time, and his fome has 
survived ; but others, whose names are scarcely remem- 
bered, appeared for a moment on this scene of confusion, 
emulated his actions within the narrow limits of their 
native district, acquired a great though bounded influ- 
ence, and stamped the war with an extraordinary cha* 
racter of chivalry and devotion. 

I am not acquainted with the fate of our Captain and 
his band. Few of the petty chieftains who played a 
prominent part in this early period of the civil war, sur- 
vived the disastrous days that followed the fall of Cer- 
vera. The principal leaders had more resources at their 
disposal, for the most part succeeded in effecting their 
escape into France, and re-appeared with greater force. 



We left Pampeluna in the commencement of June, 
and passing through some bold and beautiful scenery, 
followed the road to Tolosa. The main pass of the 
Pyrenees was at that time occupied by a Royalist Gue- 
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rilla. On leaving the Posada at the entrance of the 
defile, we were preceded by a man, whom I afterwards 
discovered to be the Chiefs of the band, and one of the 
guardians of the mountain appointed by the RoyaHsts 
for the purpose of examining suspicious persons and 
protecting travellers from outrage. He joined me as I 
was walking before the carriage, and almost immediately 
led the conversation to public events, as if desirous' of 
ascertaining my opinions. I replied freely, and followed 
him without hesitation as he entered a wood, and led 
the way by a shorter path to the main-road : he was 
flikttered at the want of suspicion implied in my manner, 
and continued to discuss the political grievances of his 
party with much earnestness. The treatment of the 
King and the clergy, and the abolition of the provincial 
distinctions, formed the principal causes of complaint ; 
but his language was free from the bitterness so preva- 
lent in the districts that we had lately quitted : it was 
genoiilly considerate ; and more than once he corrected 
himself when he had made use of an expression which 
he thought intemperate. Not only the insurrection was 
recent in Navarre, and mutual injuries had not yet, as 
in Catalonia, brought every deadly passion into play, 
but its population is less intractable, and neither party 
would have been so eager to adopt the system of ex • 
termination that characterised the struggle in Cata- 
lonia. In that province, the most ferocious acts were 
perpetrated by the native militias, and the Catalan par- 
tisans were distinguished as the " terrible Guerillas," 
from their unrelenting retaliation. In allusion to the 
massacres engendered by this system of war^ the Cortes, 
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in an address presented to the King on the 25th or 26th 
of May, conclude their review on the state of Catalonia 
in the following expressive language : — ** Sire, the state- 
ment which we have laid before you is unhappily proved 
by the different factions that have simultaneously ap- 
peared in Catalonia, where events have occurred that 
are too horrible to recal to your recollection, and that 
the pen trembles to record." But a milder spirit pre- 
vailed in Navarre. He told me that, a few days before, 
his band had captured a small party of the Constitu- 
tional troops, but had only disarmed them, . and desired 
them to make the best of their way to Pampeluna, under 
the protection of the Deity. He seems to have partly 
relied on a promise which he had exacted, as the price 
of their liberation, that they would not again bear arms 
against the soldiers of the Faith — an engagement that 
superseded the severe measures adopted in ^Catalonia, 
where the difficulty of maintaining prisoners in the 
mountain-fastnesses rendered their execution, on the 
part of the Royalists, not only an act of reprisal, but 
almost of necessary policy. He spoke confidently of 
the approaching invasion by the French troops, and 
dwelt enthusiastically on the praises of the Baron 
Eroles, under whom he had served, and who would 
again place himself at the head of his ancient fol- 
lowers — a prediction that wa« afterwards verified. This 
valley, he said, was rendered famous by the annihila- 
tion of a French regiment, during the war of Indepen- 
dence ; and he trusted the Constitutionalists would 
not provoke a similar fate, by venturing to attack 
them in their fastnesses. He then gave me a detailed 
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account of the manner in which his party had haffled a 
large body of the French troops, who had completely 
surrounded the mountain where they had retreated. It 
was resolved that the Guerilla should disperse; that 
each man should choose a separate path ; hut that all 
should reassemble at a given hour and at an appointed 
spot. They dispersed, and every man left to his own 
resources effected his escape ; nor was an individual ab- 
sent when the Captain called over their names at the 
stated time and place. 

When we reached the middle of the pass, he showed 
me a rock on the opposite side, hanging over the stream 
that flowed beneath, covered with chestnut and under- 
wood. There, he said, his Guerilla were concealed. A 
few minutes later, he fired his musket as a signal that 
they shmdd not descend at the sound of the carriage, 
and sqon afterwards shook hands with me and departed. 
During this conversation, in which he frankly but tem- 
perately expressed his opinions, his language was always 
elevated, and sometimes scriptural. I give one specimen 
of his native eloquence : while he was speaking of the 
sufferings of the priesthood, he saw some little children 
playing on the road, and, turning to me, said with ve- 
hemence, — " Nosotros sabemos lien la ley de antes y 
la ley de Dios ; pero esos chicos — que ley conoceran ?" 
We are well acquainted with the law of the old time 
and the law of God : but these little ones — what law 
will they know ? — and his voice faltered with emotion. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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